
BSG47
.2.K43



LIBRARY
OF THE

Theological Seminary,
PRINCETON, N. J.

Case^ P.'.y.is!pn_.|

Shelf^ Section *

Book, No. V... 2t^

• m mmm t







HISTORY
THE

INTERPRETER OF PROPHECY,
OR,

A VIEW
OF

SCRIPTURAL PROPHECIES
AND

THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT
IN THE

PAST AND PRESENT

OCCURRENCES OF THE WORLDj
WITH

CONJECTURES RESPECTING THEIR FUTURE

COMPLETION.

^^
BY HENRY KETT, B. D.

FELLOW OF TRINITY CaLLEGE, OXFORD, AND ONE
OF HIS MAJESTY'S.PREACHERS AT WHITEHALL.

IN THREE VOLUMES.

V O L. II.

'OXFORD;
Printed for Meffrs. HAxwELLand Parker; and J. Cookf.;
And fold by C. and J. Ri v i vgto.n , St. Paul's Church-Yard

j

RoBsoN, Bond-Street; Ecerton, Whitehall

;

Cadell and Davies, Strand; and Hat-
ch a rd, Piccadilly, London.

MOCCXCIX.





ADVERTISEMENT
TO

VOL. II.

This Work has been delayed and in-

creafed much beyond the original de-

fign, ilated in the Introdudoiy Chap-

ter to the firft Volume. This delay and

this increafe are to be attributed to my
anxiety to obtain from the fame Pen,

to which I am indebted for fo much

affiilance in the firft Volume, a deve-

LOPEMENT OF THE PROPHETICAL

SCHEME CONCERNING ANTICHRIST ;

being well convinced, that no one could

prefent this new and comprehenfive fyf-

tem to the public in fo clear a light, as

the perfon with whom the ideas origi-

A 2 natcd.
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nated. To this Perfon I am obliged for

the whole of the following Preliminary

Chapter, except only the Hiftorical

proofs of the early opinions, concerning

the Papal Antichrifl—and for nearly the

whole of the third Volume.
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CLASS II.

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

The moft carelefs reader of the Pro-

phetical parts of the Old and New Tef-

tament can fcarcely fail to notice, that

there are feveral ftrong intimations, and

many dired: and clear predidions con-

cerning a Power, a Perfon, or a fucceflion

of Perfons, that were to arife in the

world, and either deceitfully arrogate to

themfelves the place and office of Chrift,

or maintain a direct enmity and oppo-

fition to Him and his Religion.—Such is

the " Antichrist," or '' the many An-
tichrists," ipoken of in the New Tef-

VOL. II. ij tamcnt.
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lament *. The charaders and properties

of thefe powers or perfons, the dignity

which they were to ailunie, the means

by which they were to recommend tb.em-

felves to the woTld, the arts which they

were to pradiife, and the perfecution

they were to carry on, to opprefs the

true Chrillians, and obtain adherents to

their errors, are all clearly reprefented in

various paiTages of Scripture.

* It may perhaps be neceflfary to apprize the

unlearned Reader, that the term Antichriji ('a»ti-

ypiro?) is an epithet generally meaning any power

or perfons afting in any refpe<5l in oppofition to

Chrift or his do6lrines. Its particular meaning is

to be collefted from thofe paflages of Scripture, in

which it occurs. " It may either fignify one who

alTumes the place and office of Chrift, or one who

maintains a direft enmity and oppofition to him."

See Kurd's Introdu6lion to the Study of the Pro-

phecies, vol. ii, p. 10.

Frophe-
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Prophecies reJpeEllng Antichrist.

In order to throw as much light as

poffible upon this fubjed, I fliall collecl:

the principal of thefe Prophecies into

one point of view, before I venture to

offer any obfervations upon them, ex-
cepting only the Prophecies of Daniel.

Thefe, as they will be ftated particularly

in the courfe of this Chapter, I fliall

omit here, to avoid a length of repe-

tition; obferving only that Daniel ex-
prefsly mentions a power which was to

arife from the la(l of the four great em-
pires of the world, but was to be diven
from it,

St. P:iul, guided by the fame fplrit of
Prophecy, directs the attention of the
early Chriftian converts to a fmiilar fub-
jecl. H,,

Now ^ we hefeech you, brethren, by the

coming of our Lord Jefits ChrijU and by out

•» 2ThelT. ii. I— lo.

^2 " gather-
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gathering together tinto hlm^ that ye be

not Joon jhaken in mind^ or be troubled^

neither by fpirit^ nor by word, nor by letter

y

as from us, as that the day of Chrifi is at

hand. Let no man deceive you by any

means. For that day fhall not come, except

there come a falling away firfi, and that

man of fin be revealed, the fon of perdition,

who oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all

that is called God, or that is worfhipped :

.

Jo that he as God fitteth in the temple of

God, fhewing himfelf that he, is God. Re-

member ye not that when I was yet with

you, I told you thefe things F And nozv ye

know what withholdeth, that he might be

revealed in his time. For the myftery of

iniqiiity doth already work ; only he who

now letteth, will let until he be taken out of

the way. And then fhall that Wicked be

revealed, zvhom the Lordfloall confume with

the fpirit of his myuth, and fioall deflroy

with the brightnefs of his' coming: even

^him whofe coming is after the working of

Satan, zvith all power, andfigns, and lying

wonders, and with all deceivablenefs of

tinrigh^
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nmighteoufnefs in them that perijh ; becanjc.

they received not the love of the triuhy that

they might befaved.

The Apoflle refumcs the lame fub-

je(fl in his firft Epiftlc to Timothy, and

forewarns him of fome great apoftafy,

that was at fome future time to happen

;

and he characterizes this great event by

fuch pecuhar and ftriking circumflances,

as may lead us, who live in thefe later

ages, at once to difcover the particular

perfons to whom the defcription is ap-

pHcable.

Now" the Jpirit jpeaketh exprefsly^ that

ifj. the latter times fome fhall depart from

the faith^ giving heed to feducing fpirits^

and doEirines of devils
; fpeaking lies in hy-

pocrify^ having their confcience feared zvith

a hot iron ; forbidding to marry , and com-

manding to abjlain from meats ^ which God

•'^
I Tim. iv. I, 2, 3.

B 3 hath
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hath created to be received zvith thankf-

givmg of them which believe and know the

truth,

*^ This knoiv alfo^ that in the lajl days pe-

rilous times /hall come. For men Jhall be

lovers of their own felves, covetous, boafiers,

proud, blafphemers, difobedient to parents,

unthankful , unholy, without natural af-

fection, truce-breakers, falfe accufers, incon-

tinent, fierce, defpifers of thofe that are good,

traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers ofplea^

fures mare than lovers of God; having a

form of godlinefs, hut denying the -power

thereof. Fromfuch turn azvay.

Ever learning, and never able to come to

the knowledge of the truth, ISiow as Jan-

nes and Jambres withfiood Mofes, fo do

thefe alfo reffi truth ; men of corrupt minds,

reprobate concerning the faith. But they

Jhall proceed no further ; for their follyflmll

'^ 2 Tim, iii. I—-5. 7, 8; 9, 13. iv. 3,4.

be
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he mmiifeft unto all men^ as theirs dlfo tvas^

But evil men and feducers /hall wax xvorfe

and worfe^ deceiving and being deceived.

For the time will come when they wilh

n5t endure found doBrine^ but after their

ozvn lufifhall they heap to themfelves teach-

ers, having itching ears ; and theyfloall turn

azvay their earsfrom the truths andfljall he

turned untofibles.

A Power, fimilar to that defcribed by

St. Paul, is likewife pTedi(fled by St.

John.

' Little children, it is the lafi time ; and

as ye have heard that Antichrifl fhall come,

even nozv are there 'many Antichrijis ;

whereby we know that it is the lafl time.

They zvent outfrom us, but they-zvere not of

Its : for if they had been of us, they would

no doubt' have continued with us -, but they

* I John ii. i8, 19, 22. iv. 3.

B 4 went
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went out J that they might be made manifejl

that they were not all of us. Who is a liar^

hit he that denieth that Jefus is the Chrijl f

He is Antichrijl that denieth the Father and

the Son,

And every fpirii that confcjfeth not that

Jefus Chrifi is come in the fiefh^ is not of

God ; and this is that fpirit of Antichrify

whereof ye hav£ heard that it fhould come^

and even now already is it in the world.

But of fuch a Power a more full de-

fcription is given in the Revelations,

under the fymbols of a horrible animal,

which h reprefented rifing from a flormy

ocean, and becoming the objed: of afto-

nifliment to all who beheld it ;—and of a

creature which rifing afterwards out of

the earth, became equally formidable.

^ And I food upon the fand of the fea,

andfaw a heaf rife up out ofthefea, hav-

^ Rev. xiii. i— 18.

ing
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tagfeven heads and ten horns ^ and upon his

horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the

name of blafphemy. And the beafi which I

faw was like unto a leopard, and his feet

were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth

as the mouth of a lion : and the dragon gave

him his power, and his feat, and great au-

thority. And I faw one of his heads as it

were zvounded to death ; and his deadly

wound was healed : and all the world

ivondered after the beafi. And they wor-

flnpped the dragon, which gave power unto

the beafi : and they worjhipped the beafi,

faying. Who is like unto the beofl f Who is

able to make war with him ? And there

was given unto him, a mouth fpeaking

great things and blafphemies ; and power

was given unto him to continue forty and

two months. And he opened his month in

blafphemy agahifl God, to blafpheme his

name and his tabernacle, and them that

dwell in heaven. And it zvas given unto

him to make war with the faints, and to

overcome them : and pozver zvas given him

B 5 over
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over all kindreds, and /ongnes, and nations.

And all that dzvell upon the earth Jhall

wor/Inp him^ zvhofe names are not written

in the book of life^ of the Lamb Jlain from

the foundation of the world. If any man

have an ear^ let hitn hear. He that leadeih

into captivity floall go into captivity: he

that killeth zvith the /word mitji be killed

with the fword. Here is the patience and

the faith of the faints. And I beheld an^

other heafl coming up out of the earth, and

he had tzvo horns like a lamb, and hefpake
as a dragon. And he exercijeth .all the

power of the firfl beaji before him, and

caufeth the earth and them which dzvell

therein to zvorfmp the firfl beaf, zvhofe

deadly wound zvas healed. And he doeth

great wonders, fo that he maketh fire come

down from heaven on the earth, in the

fight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell

on the earth by the means of thofe miracles

zvhich he had power to do jn the fight of

the beafi ; faying to them that dwell on the

^ earthy That they fhonld make an image to

the
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the heafl which had the zvoiind by a Jword^

and did live. And he had .pozver to give

life unlo the image cf the henji^ that the

image of the beafl fJjoidd both fpeak^ and

caufe that as many as would not worfljip

ike image of the beafl^ fl.wuld be killed.

And he catifed all both fmall and greats

rich and poor^ free and bond, to receive a

7nark in their right hand, or in their fore-

heads ; and that no man might buy cr felly

fave he that had the mark, or the name of

the beafl, or the number of his name. Here

is wifdom. Let him that hath under/land-

ing count the number of the beafl : for it is

the number of a man ; and his number isfx
hundred threefcore andfix.

And St. John afterwards foretels its

downfall..

,
^ And after thefe things I [aw another

/ingel come dozvnfrom heaven, having great

5 Rev. xvili. i— 8.

B 6 power
-J
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pozver i and the earth was lightened with

his glory. And he cried mightily with a

ftrong voicey faying^ Babylon the great is

fallen^ is fallen^ and is become the habitation

of devils^ and the hold of every foid fpiritj

and a cage of every unclean and hateful

bird. For all nations have drunk of the

zvine of the wrath of her fornication^ and

the kings of the earth have committedforni-

cation zvith her^ and the merchants of the

earth are waxed rich through the abun-

dance of her delicacies. And I heard an-

other voicefrom heaven^ faying^ Come out of

her, my people, that ye be not partakers of

her fins, and that ye receive not of her

plagues. For her fins have reached unto

heaven, and God hath remembered her ini-

quities. Reward her even as floe rezvarded

you, and double unto her double according to

her works : in the cup which flje hath filled

fill to her double. How much fhe hath glo-

rified herfelf, and lived delicioufiy, fo much

torment and forrow give her. For Jhe

f^ith in her heart, I fit a qneen^ and am no

widow,
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wldozVy and Jimllfee no forrow, 'Therefore

fjjall her plagues come in one day, death,

and mourning, andfamine ; andfloeJhall be

utterly burned zvith fire ; for flrong is the

Lord God who judgeth her.

Another great Power is likewife pre-

diifled : the defcription of it is marked

with many ftriking fymbols, and charac-

teriflics, and its progrefs and deftrudtive

ravages are clearly pointed out.

^And thefifth angelfounded^ and Ifaw a

fiar fallfrom heaven unto the earth -, and to

him ivas given the key of the boitomlefs pit.

And he opened the bottomlefs pit , and

there arofe a fmoke out of the pit, as the

ftnoke of a great furnace : and the fun and

the air were darkened by reafon of thefmoke

of the pit. And there came out of the fmoke

locufis'upon the earth-, and unto them was

given power^ -as the fcorpiqns of the earth

^ Rev. ix, I—21.

have
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kave power. Atid it was commanded them

that they Jhould not hurt the grajs of ^the

earthy neither any green things neither any

tree ^ hut only thofe men which have not the

feal of God in theirforeheads . And to them

it was given that they floould not kill them
-,

hut that they fljould he tormented five

months ; and their torment zvas as the tor-

fnent of a fcorpion^ zvhen he Jiriketh a man,

A}id in thofe days floall men Jeek death, and

fl?all not find it ; andfhall defirc to die, and

death foallfleefrom them. And thefhapes

of the lociifts were like unto horjes prepared

unto battle ; and on their heads zvere as it

were crozvns like gold, and their faces were

as thefaces of men. And they had hair as

the hair of zvomen, and their teeth zvere as

the teeth of lions. And they had breafi-plates

as it were hreafi-plates of iron ; and the

found of their zvings was as the found of

chariots, of many horfes running to battle.

And they had tails like unto fcorpions^ and

there zvere flings in their tails ; and their

power was to hurt men five months, And^

ihey
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ihty had a kin^ over them^ 'which is ths.

angel of the bottomkfs pit, whoje name in

the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon^ but in the

Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. One

zvo is pqft ', and behold there come tuco

woes more hereafter. And the fixth angel

founded^ and I heard a voicefrom, the four

horns of the golden altar zvhich is before

God^ faying to the fixth angel zvhich had

the trumpet^ Loofe the four angels^ zvhich

are bound in the great river Euphrates,

And the four angels zvere loofed, which

zvere prepared for an hour, and a day, and

a month, and a year, for to flay the third

part of men. And the number of the arm.y of

the horfcmen zvere tzvo hundred thoufand

thoufand ; and I heard the number of them.

And thus Ifazv the horfcs in the vifion, and

them that fat on them, having breaf-plates

offird', and of jacinth, and brimfimie ; and

the heads of the horfes zvere as the heads of

lions ', and out of their mouths iffued fire,

and fmoke, and brimfione. By thefe three

was the third part of men killed, by the

fire.
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fire^ and by thefmoke, and by the brim/lone^

which ijjued out of their mouths. For their

power is in their mouth, and i?t their tails ;

for their tails zvere like unto ferpentSy and

had headsy and with them they do hurt.

And the rejl of the men which were not

killed by thefe plagues, yet repented not of

the works of their hands ^ that they fhould

not worfhip devils, and idols of gold, and

filver, and brajs, and flone, and of woody

which neither can fee, nor hear, nor walk

:

neither repented they of their murderSy nor

of their forceries, nor of thein fornication^

nor of their thefts,

St. Peter and St. Jude exprefsly fpeak

of a great apoftafy from the Chriflian

faith, when falfe teachers fhould tempt

Chriftians to the greatefl: diffolutenefs of

condud, and poifon their minds with

InfideUty.

^But there werefalfe Prophets alfo among

» a Pet, ii, iii.

the
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the people, even as there Jhall he falje

teachers among you, who privily JJoall bring

in damnable hereftes, even denying the Lord

that bought them, and bring upon themjelves

fwift dejlrudion. And many Jhall /ollozv

their pernicious ways, by reafon of whom

the zvay of truth flmll be evil Jpoken of.

And through covetoufnefs fhall they with

feigned words make merchandize of you ;

whofe judgment now of a long time lingereth

not, and their damnation flumbereth not

4

For if God fpared not the angels that

finned, but caji them down to hell, and de-

livered them into chains of darknefs, to be

referved untojudgment -, andfpared not the

old world, but faved Noah the eighth per-

fon, a preacher of righteoufnefs, bringing in

the flood upon the world of the ungodly y

and turning the cities of Sodom and. Go-

ynorrah into afhes, condemned them with an

overthrozv, making them an enfample unto

thofe that after fhoidd live ungodly ; and

delivered jufi Lot, vexed zvith the filthy

Qonverfation of the wicked : (for that righ-

teous
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teons man dwelling among ihem^ in feeing

and hearing vexed his righteous foul from

day to day with their unlawfid deeds.) The

Lord knoweih how to deliver the godly out

of temptations y and to referve the iinjifl unto

the day of judgment to he punijhed. But

chiefly them that walk after the fleflo in the

luft cf iindeannefs^ and defpife government j

prefumptuous are they, felf-wlUed^ they are

7iot afraid to fpeak evil of dignities : where-

as angels, zvhich are greater in pozver and

might, bring not railing acctifation againfl

them before the Lord, But ihefe, as natural

brute heafls made to he taken and defiroyed,

fpeak evil of the things that they underfland

not, and fJjall utterly perifh in their ozvn

corruption y andfhall receive the reward of

tmrighteoufnefs, as they that count it pleafure

to riot in the day time ; fpots they are and

blemifljeSy fporting thcmfelves with their

own deceivings^ zvhile they feqft zvith you \

hnving eyes full of adultery., and that can-

not ceaje fro?n fin j beguiling unliable fouls ;

an heart they hjave exercifed with covetous.

pracr
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pyapices ; curfed children ; xvhich havs

forfaken the right zvay\ and are gone ajiray^

fol/oTving the way of Ealaatn the fan of Bo-

for, who loved the wages of unrighteoi4fnefs ;

htit was rebukedfor his iniquity -, the dumb

afs fpeaking with mans voice, forbad the

madnefs of the Prophet. Thefe are wells

without water, clouds that are carried zvith

a tempejl j to whom the mifl of darknefs is

referved for ever. For when they fpeak
great fwelling words of vanity, they allure

through the lufls of the fieflo, through much

wantonnefs, thofe that were clean efcaped

from them zvko live in error. While they

promife them liberty, they themfelves are the

fervants of corruption
; for of whom a man

is overcome, of the fame is he brought in

bondage. For if after they have efcaped the

pollutions of the world, through the know-
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifl.,

they are again entangled therein, and over*

come, the latter end is worfe with them than

the beginning. For it had been better for

ihem not to have known the zvay of righ--^

teoufuefs^
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teoiifnefsy than^ after they have known ity

to turn from the holy commandment de-

livered unto them. But it is happened unto

them according to the true proverb, 'The dog

is turned to his ozvn vomit again ; and the

fow that was wafhed^ to her zvalloiving in

the mire. This fecond Epijile, beloved, I

now write unto you -, in both which I fir

up your pure minds by zvay of remembrance ;

that ye may be mindful of the words which

werefpoken before by the holy Prophets, and

of the commandment of us the Apqftles of

the Lord and Saviour. Knowing this firfi,

that therefhall come in the lafl daysfcoffers,
walking after their own lufts, and faying.

Where is the promife of his coming /* for

fince the fathers fell afleep, all things con*

tinue as they were from the beginning of the

creation. For this they willingly are ig-*

norant of, that by the word of God the hea-

vens were of old, and the earth flandi7tg

out of the water, and in the water ; where-

by the world that then was, being over-

flowed with zvater, perifbed. But the hea-

vens
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vens and the earth, which are noWy by the

fame word are kept in Jlore, referved unto

fire againft the day of judgment and per»

dition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not

ignorant of this one thing, that one day is

with the Lord as a thoifand years, and a

thoufand years as one day, 'The Lord is not

flack concerning his promife, as fome men

count flacknefs , but is long foffering to us-

zvard, not willing that anyfljouldperifh, but

that all fhould come to repentance. But the

day of the Lord will come as a thief in the

night, in the which the heavens fhall pafs

azvay with a great noife, and the elements

fljall melt zvith fervent heat, the earth alfo

and the zvorks that are thereinfhall be burnt

up. Seeing then that all thefe things fhall

be diffolved, what manner of perfons ought

ye to be in all holy converfation and god^

linefs ;

''

looking for, and hafiing unto the

coming of the day of God ',

^ wherein the

heavens being' on fire fjall be difjolvcd, and

the elements Jhall melt zvith fervent heat,

Neverthelefs we^ according to his promife,

look
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lodh for nezv heavens and a nnv earth,

wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs. Wherefore,

beloved^ feeing that ye look for fuch things

^

be diligent, that ye may be found of him in

feace^ without fpot and blamelefs.. And ac-

a)unt that the long fuffering of our Lord is

falvatlon ; even as our beloved brother

Paul aljo, according to the wifdom given

unto him^ hath written unto you ; as dlfo in

all his EpiJileSy fpeaking in them of thefe

things ', in zvhich arefome things hard to be

tinderfood, which they that are unlearned

and unflable zvrejl, as they do ^alfo the other

Scriptures y unto their ozvn definition, Te

therefore^ beloved^ feeing ye knozv thefe

things before y beivare left ye alfo, being led

away with the error of 4he wicked, fall

from your ozvn ftedfaftnefs. But grozv in

grace, and in the knozvledge of our Lord

and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 'To him be glory

both now andfor ever. Amen,

^ For there are certain men crept in una-

^ Jude 4, 8, 1 6, 17, 1 8, 19.

wares.,
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zvtires, tvho were before of old ordained to

'his condemnation ; ungodly men, turning

Ihe grace of our God into lafciviotfjiefs^ and

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord

Jefus Cbrijl, Likezvife alfo thefe filthy

dreamers defile the flefo, defpife dominien,

andfpeak evil of dignities. Thefe are mtir-

murers, complain jr-^^ zvalking after their

own lufts ; and their mouth fpeaketh great

fivelling zvords, having men^s perfons in ad-

miration becaufe of advantage. But, be-

loved, remember ye the zvords which zvere

fpoken before of the Jpofiles of our Lord

Jefus Chrifl ; hozv that they told yen there

fhould be mockers in the lafl time, who

fhoidd zvalk after their ozvn ungodly lufls,

J'hefe be they, who feparate the?nfelves, fen-

fual, having not the Spirit,

Pro-
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Propofed Application of the above Pro-

phecies,

From all thefe defcriptions taken to-

gether, it clearly appears that a Power,
fometimes reprefented as the little horn^

the man of Jin , the Antichrijl^ the beajly

the harlot y thefar fallen from heaven, the

falfe Prophet, the dragon, or as the ope-

ration of falfe teachers, was to be ex-

pelled to arife in the Qiriftian world,

to perfecute, opprefs, and delude the

Difciples of Chrifl, corrupt the doc-

trines of the primitive church, enadl new

laws, and eflablifh its dominion over the

minds of mankind.

Such are the names, the characteriflics,

and the qualities of this power of Anti-

chrift, which I confider to be the pow-

er OF THE DRAGON himfelf—explained

by the angel, to be that old ferpent

which
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which is the Devil or Satan'—the old

enemy of mankind, beginning and end-

ing his rebelUous war with deceit and

lies.— Caft from his throne of Pagan

Rome when Chrillianity was eftabHihed

in the feat of empire, and the trium^

phant church enjoyed a fhort repofe, he

returned fecretly to the contefl, and dif-

turbed its peace by herefies and confe-

quent animofities, corrupted it through

the medium of profperity, and reduced

it, excepting only a very fmall part, to a

ftate requiring corre6lion and punifli-

ment for having yielded to temptations

which obedience to the laws of its di-

vine Mafter would have enabled it to

refift.—Then was the Dragon again per-

mitted to exalt himfelf to thp throne of

this world—But in the fame manner as

the ca{)tivity of the Jews was previoujly

Hmited to the term of 70 years, to prove

it the puniflTment allotted by God, and

^ Rev. XX. 2,

VOL. II. c not
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not the conqueji of the heathen over his peo-

ple ; fo the reign of the Dragon or An-
tichrift, was previoujly limited'" to 1260

years, to prove that the fufferings of the

church are by the appointment of God,

and not the trmmph of the Dragon over

the church of Chrift,—Babylon was de-

ftroyed at the expiration of the 70 years

;

and when the 1260 years fhall be ex-

pired, "the Dragon fhall be bound

and cafl int.o the bottomlefs pit"."

If we follow the courfe of hiftory as

connedled with Chriftianity, we firft dif-

cover the exiftence of this Power in a

general fenfe in the age of St, John,

when the Gnollic and other herefies be-

gan to arife ; for it is acknowledged

many of thefe Prophecies allude to the

different herefies that have troubled, and

"* See Daniel vii. 25. Rev, xi. 3. Pyle on the

Revelations, p. 80.

" Rev. XX. 2.

do
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do trouble the church. Thefe however

are of a fludbuating nature; they rife,

fpread, decHne, increafe again, or die

away when " their folly becomes ma-

nifefl to all." But there appear to be

three great forms of Antichrift, which

were to continue Jiedfajlly in great fozver^

and afTume much more alarming ap-

pearances of corruption, perfecution, and

hoftility ; and it is to thefe we now di-

re6t our attention.

It will be the objedl of the three fol-

lowing Chapters to (hew, from the appli-

cation of Prophecy to Hiftory, and to

the remarkable train of events which

are nozv pafling in the world, how ex-

adly Popery, Mahometanism, and

Infidelity correfpond with the cha-

raders' given in Scripture of the power
of Antichrist, which was to prevail a

certain time for the efpecial trial and

punifhment of the corrupted church of

Chrift.

c 2 Ob'
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Objediions obviated.

But confidering the ftrenuous efforts

which are now made to undermine the

credit of Prophecy, by the continual

cry of vague language^ uncertain meanings

and contradiSlory aJJ'ertionSy uttered by

artifice, and echoed by ignorance,—

I

fhall firfl endeavour to prove, not only

that the Prophecies themfelves are clear,

determinate, and harmonious, but that

the different interpretations of the learn-

ed men, who have written upon this

fubjedt, v^ill be found confiftent with

each other upon thofe points which were

fairly open to their obfervation—and

that the difference in their opinions

arifes from the different views they, took

of the fame Pozver, without having fufH-

ciently confidei-ed that this power was to

.appear in various forms in different ages

of the world.—To this end it will be

un-
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unneceflary to mention the very nu-

merous circumftances concerning which

they agree ; and thefe are indeed, in ge-

neral, the moft important points of thofe

Prophecies which they faw to have been

fulfilled—the points in which they differ

are chiefly thofe w^hich the events of la-

ter times appear to render capable of a

clearer explanation. And to thefe points

will the following fhort account of the

opinions of the principal Commentators

be confined, with a view to remove fome

of the difficulties, and reconcile fome of

the different interpretations to one point

of reference ; and this, it is prefumed,

will throw confiderable light upon thofe

parts of the prophetical writings which

have been moft violently attacked, and

therefore will materially ferve the great

caufe, which it is the objedl of this work

to fupport.

It is important to obferve, that if the

Prophecies of the Old Teftament are al-

c 3 lowed
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lowed to admit of a firft and alfo a fe-

condary accompllfhment, there appears

to be no reafon why a fimilar mode of

interpretation fliould not be adapted re-

fpedbing the Prophecies of the New Tef-

tament. Yet this point has fcarcely ever

been attended to.—Proteftants, fuffering

imder the power of the Papacy, or in-

fenfibly led by their rehgious opinions,

have {qqr the zvbo/e of Antichrift in the

Church of Rome, or fome power or

powers conne<5led with it.—^They faw the

Prophecy to be in many parh clearly ap-

phcable to the Church af Rome, and

they looked for no other accomplifh-

ment j though the difficulty, with which

many paffages are brought to apply to this

objedl, indicates it to be but a primary

or partial fulfilment ; and this difficulty

led to differences of opinion, which, to

the eye of fuperficial readers, appears to

have thrown ah obfcurity over the whole

-fubjedt. It is clear however from the

Prophecies themfelves, that a long feries

of
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of time is required for their fulfilment ;

and though it is defigned that we fliould

fee as much of the Prophecies fulfilling /;;

our oivn times as to guard us againft the

evils and dangers prevalent in thofe

times, we fliould be cautious in reJIriEiing

the fenfe ofany to one particular period,

excepting thofe which are evidently thus

confined by Scripture. If it be obvi-

ouHy abfurd to imagine we can judge

with certainty refpeding the time and

manner in which events plainly predidled

will be accompliflied in future, it is

equally fo to imagine that our anceflors

could judge of the prefent times as clearly

as we can do. Some portion of novelty

therefore in an interpretation can be no

objedlion to its truth, provided it har-

monizes with eflabliilied opinion con-

cerning the principal points of Prophecy

itfelf.

<« It is a part of this Prophecy" (fays

Sir I. Newton in his Obfervations on

c 4 the
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the Apocalypfe, which he confiders as fo

clofely conneded with the Prophecies of

Daniel, as *^ making together but one

complete Prophecy") " that it fhould

not be" (fully) " underflood before the

laft age of the world ; and therefore it

makes for the credit of the Prophecy,

that it is not yet underflood. But if

the lafh age—the age of opening thele

things—be now approaching, as by the

great fuecefTes of late interpreters it

feems to be, we have more encourage-

ment than ever to look Mnto thefe

things." " Aniongft the interpreters

of the laft age there is fcarce one of note^

who hath not made fome difcovery worth

knowing ; and thence I feem to gather

that God is about opening thefe myf-

teries.'*

Thefe fcattered lights thrown upon

different parts of the fubjed muft great-

ly aflifl other Commentators in the pro-

grefs of their later refearches^ and we

may



'[ 33 ]

may furcly indulge the hope, that the

uicreafing clearnei's of this Prophecy, will

operate with increafing power, as the

time of its fultilment draws nearer.

*' And the remnant were affrighted, and

gave glory to God," previous to the fe-

venth trumpet, which is to " nniih thefe

myfteries of God."

We may farther obferve, that the dif-

ference of opinion among Commenta-

tors upon particular parts of a Prophecy,

does not invalidate their teftimony as a

proof of the truth of thofe great points^

in which they agree ; or even the pre-

cifion of the Prophecy itfelf in all its

parts, though that precifion cannot be

feen by us till the courfe of events pre-

fents it to our view.—For example, all

agree' that the corruption and diftrefs of

the -church in the latter ages of the

world, and the final triumph of our

Lord over all his enemies, have been

clearly foretold in the Old and in the

c 5 New
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.
New Teftament. But whether the reign

of Antichrift be the eilabhfhment of the

Papal power, or of Mahometanifm, or

of Infidehty and Atheifm, or of all unit-

ed, may be difputed till events determine

the queftion ; according as the different

writers are influenced by fituation, courfe

of fludy, turn of mind, and attention to

pafling circumflances, or now perhaps,

by political principles; for in no times

was caution in interpretation ever more

necelTary than in thefe, when Party Spirit

in religion and in politics is Co prevalent

as to mingle itfelf almofb imperceptibly

" with the thoughts of almofb every

man's heart.'' If, however, the prefent

are times of greater general diftrefs and

alarm than hiftory can furnifh any ac-

count of—if ih^feries of Prophecies and

their correfponding events that are pajl

and generally acknowledged to be binder-

Jlood^ is brought down near enough to

our own times to mark whereabouts we

are in the Jeries of trumpets and vials—ifc

will
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will be furely difficult to deny that " the

Antichrifl is come,*' and that " the judg-

ments of God are" 7tow ** abroad in the

earth," though the appropriation of the

title of Antichrifl to any particular pow-

er, or united powers, be left undecided.

" ° If indeed it be true, as the Romanifts

pretend, that this part of the Prophecy

is not yet fulfilled, and that Antichrijl

will come only for a little time-, before the

general judgment^ it would be in vain to

enquire who, or what he is ; we fhould

fplit upon the fame rock as the Fathers

have done ; it would better become us

to fay with Calmet, that, " as the reign

of Antichrifl is fill remote^ we cannot

fliew the accomplifhment of the Prophe-

cies with regard to him :" but if the fyf-

tern which I prefume to offer concerning

the power of Antichrifl be right, it will ap-

pear that thefe different opinions of the

Proteflanls and Papifts, derived from par^

tial views of the fubjedt, are not wholly

incompatible with each other.

* Newton, vol. i. p. 4
J" 6,

c 6 rh
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"^he Papal Power one Branch or Form

of Antichrijl.

With refped: to the commonly re-

ceived opinion, that the Church of Rome
is Antichrift, the Divines of the Church

of England, as well as moft of the Di-

vines of the Proteflant churches abroad,

Vv'ho have written upon the fubjedl, con-

cur in maintaining, that thefe Prophe-

cies of Daniel, of St. Paul, and St. John,

that have been quoted, point dired:ly to

the Church of Rome. And the mem-
bers of that Church cannot complain,

that the application of thefe Prophecies

has been made ,by men incompetent to

the difcuffion of fuch a fubjed ; for per-

hr.ps, in the whoi^ compafs of the learn-

ed world, it would be difficult to find

thofe who poiTelT^d more candour, learn-

ing, diligence, acutenefs, or zeal for the

difcovery of truth, than the writers who
have turned their attention this way.

The
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The fubjecb has been examined and

illuftrated, and this important point has

been- determined by Mede and New-
ton, Daubuz and Clarke, Lowman and

Hurd, Jurieu, Vitringa, and many other

illuftrious members of the Proteflant

Churches.

The firft Reformers likewife, in the

mod fhrong and explicit terms, charged'

the See of Rome with her Antichriftian

fpirit, and urged, in their own defence

and vindication, the authority of thofe

Prophetical warnings that encouraged all

true Chriftians '' to depart out of her

communion, that they might not be par-

takers of her plagues." This was the

conftant exhortation of Wickliff, of Lu-

ther, and of Jewell ; and fuch was the

language of their followers. They were

fenfible of the value of the arguments

drawn from thefe Prophecies in favour

of their feceffion and feparation from a

corrupted and erroneous Church, and

they
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they failed not to oppofe them to their

adverfaries with the greateft zeal and

energy..

That their condud was highly juftl-

fiable, is clear from what we may colled

from the moft authentic records of Ec-

clefiafhical Hiftory; becaufe we find that

the very fame interpretation was given

to thefe predidlions, not only long be-

fore any controverfy was moved between

the Papifts and the Proteftants, but be-

fore any fuch diftindions* of Chriftians

were known to the world.

It was the reigning opinion of the

Chriftians of the earlieft times, that An-
tichrift would appear foon after the fall

of the Roman Empire. They looked

forward to this event as fo replete with

alarm and danger to the church, that it

was a cuftom to introduce particular

prayers in their liturgy for the conti-

nuance of the Empire of Pagan Rome,

that
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that the coming of Antichrifl might be

delayed. St. Jerom, who flourilhed in

the fourth century, in his Commentary

upon the Prophecies of Daniel, delivers

the general opinion of his age in thefe

remarkable words ; " Let us alTert, in

conformity with the fentiments of all the

Ecclefiaftical writers, that towards the

end of the world, when the Roman Em-
pire fliall be deftroyed, ten kings fhall

come, and divide the Empire, and an

eleventh king (hall arlfe, rn whom Satan

fhall dwell corporeally, who (hall fubdue

three of thefe ten kings."

St. Cyril, who likewife flourifhed in

the fourth century, afTerted exprefsly,

*' that the eleventh king mentioned by

Daniel, is Antichrifl, who fhall violently

feize, by magical and wicked contriv-

ance, the Roman power."

In the lixth century, Gregory the

Great, in the mod plain and dired man-

ner,
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ner, in his addrelTes to the mofl emi-

nent perfons of his own time, fcmpled

not to apply the Prophecies concerning

the bead in the Revelations, the man

of fin, and the apoftacy from the faith,

mentioned by St. Paul, to him who

fhould prefume to claim the title of

Univerfal Priefl, or Univ^erfal Bifhop, in

the Chriftian Church. " I affirm confix

dently," faid he, " that whoever calls

himfelf Univerfal Bifliop, or is defirous

to be fo called, ihows himfelf, by this

pride and elation of heari, to be the

forerunner of Antichrift." Such was his

language, intended to convey a fevere

cenfure upon the Patriarch of Conflan-

tinople. Yet this zealous Bifhop of

Rome was blind to his own fituation ;

for no one before his time had ever cai;-

ried the claims and the arrogance of

Papal fupremacy to fiich a pitch, as

himfelf: and it is remarkable, that his

immediate fuccelTor, Boniface III. re-

ceived from the tyrant Phocas, the ex-

ad
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Sid. title which Gregory had thus cen-

fured.

At the Synod of Rhelms, held in the

tenth century, Arnulphus, Biihop of Or-

leans, appealed to the whole Council,

whether the Bifliop of Rome was not

the Antichrifl of the Prophets, ** fitt;ing

in the temple of God,'* and perfedly

correfponding with the marks which St.

Paul had given of him.

In the eleventh century all the cha-

radtcrs of Antichrifl feemed to be fo

united in the perfon of Pope Hiide-

brand, who took the name of Gregory

VII. that Joannes Aventinus, a Romirti

Hiftorian, Ipeaks of it as a fubjeft in

W'hich the generality of fair, candid, and

ingenuous writers, agreed that at that

time began the reign of Antichrifl.—St.

Barnard, in -the twelfth century, em-

ployed the force of his great eloquence

againft the corruptions of the See of

Rome.
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Rome. ** The Popes/' faid he, <« call

themfelves the minifters of Chrifl, and

they ferve Antichrifl. The beaft of the

Revelations, to whom was given a mouth
fpeaking blafphemies, and to war with

the faints, feizes the chair of St. Peter,

like a lion ready for his prey/' And to

clofe this detail, the Albigenfes and Wal-

denfes, who may be called the Protefl-

ants of the twelfth and thirteenth cen:-

turies, exprefsly aflerted in their deek'-

rations of faith, that the Church of

Rome was the whore of Babylon.

Thus have we a regular chain of tef-

timonyP to prove the fucceflive progrefs

of this opinion within the period alluded

to, viz. from the time of the Apoflles

to the Reformation. In proportion as

the authority of the Popes prevailed^

P All the parts of this chaip are clearly fhowa

in the learned and ingenious Introdu6lion of Bi-

fhop Hurd to the Study of the Prophecies ; from

whence I have chiefly feledled the above detail.

and
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and extinguidied freedom of inquiry,

thefe explanations of the Prophecies

were checked, except in the cafe of fome

fewperfons, who had boldnefs enough to

aifert them publicly, in defiance of the

decrees of the Conclave, that menaced

them with excommunication. The ap-

plication therefore of thefe Prophecies

to Papal Rome, far from being a novel

opinion^ publifhed to vindicate the con-

duct of the Reformers and their adhe-

rents, was authorized by an antient and

uninterrupted tradition in the Church,

, grounded upon Prophecy, and the words

of the ApoJlleSy and was fully juftified by

the declarations, conduct, and injlitntions

of the Papifts themfelves, when exercifing

their oppreflive authority over the Chrif-

tian worlds.

rhe

^ It is curious to inquire whether the Papifts

behold in this prophetical pi6lure any likenefs of

themfelves. They imagine they view in it im-

perial Rome elated by her vi6lories, exulting in

her
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Tbe^lAKOMET Ai>j VowER another Branch

or Form of Antichr'ijl,

All Commentators agree that the

ninth chapter of Revelations refers to

her fenfuality, and h^r fpoils
;

polluted by ido-

latry, pcrfecuting the people of God, and finally

falling like the fiift Babylon : whilft a new and

holy city, reprelented by their own communion,

filled with the fpotlefs votaries of the Chriftian

faith, rifes out of its ruins, and the vi6lory of the

crofs is completed over the temples of Paganifm.

This fcheme has its able advocates, at the head of

\vhom may be placed BolTuet, the pious and learn-

ed Bifhop of Meaux, the enlightened and candid

Grotius, and the acute and diligent Hammond.

They have indeed difcovered a faint and imperfe6l

refemblancej but have they pointed out the par-

ticular nice and diftin6l traces of likenefs? The

greateft difficulties ftand in the way of their fj^ftem,

which all their learning and ingenuity cannot re-

move. For, in order to ellabliih their point, they

run into a palpable abfurdity, by violating the

order of time, dilVegarding the opinions of the pri-

. mitive Chriftians, and turning away their eyes

from the appropriate dcfcriptions of the Prophets.

Ma-
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Mahometanifm, and the Saracenic and

Turkifli powers. It is therefore clear,

that the prefent generation is flill liv-

ing under the influence of the fixth

trumpet, when the four angels [that is,

the four Turkilh Sultanies] zvere loofed^

which zvere bound in the great river Eu-

phrates, The time for their conquefl

was exadly limited, and hiftory afcer-

tains that this time was not exceeded ;

but nothing is faid in this chapter of the

duration o{ their dominion. However,

fmce it is declared, that ** in the days of

the voice of the feventh angel, the myf-

tery of God fliall be finilhed," it is cer-

tain that this dominion muft be de-

ftroyed towards the end of the fixth

trumpet, or '^ when the feventh fiiall

begin to found."

Thus far is clear.—What, follows I

would be underfliood to ofter as coiijcc-

ture only; but I dare not oiTtr even a

conjedlure relative to Prophecies which

arc
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are not yet fulfilled, without ftating the

grounds upon which it is founded.—It

is very generally allowed that the fix

vials are poured out during the fixth

trumpet, and that the feventh trumpet

and feventh vial are contemporary.—The
fixth vial is poured out upon the great

river Euphrates ; and the water thereof

is dried up, that the way of the kings of

the Eaft may be prepared." Confidering

the Turkifh power as originating in the

Euphrates (if I may fo fpeak), and that

this river runs through the* Afiatic part

of their empire, I fuppofe the feat of the

Afiatic Antichrift— the Turkifh Em-
pire will either fuffer very confiderable

diminution, or be entirely removed, un-

der the fixth vial.—This opinion does not

imply the deflru5iion of Mahometanifm,

any more than the fifth vial implies the

deJiruEtion of Popery—but I think both

the fifth and fixth vials will produce the

decay and downfal of the power of both,

though both will continue to exijl " till

the
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the time of the end.'' It fhould be ob*

ferved, that *^ the way for the kings of

the Eafl'" is " only prepared'' by this

vial; they do not even appear, nor is

there any thing more faid of them under

that title—The explanation and the

confummation of the ** myftery*' is re-

ferved for the feventh trumpet—nothing

even feems to conclude till then. The
feven vials are poured out in JiicceJfion\ but

it does not follow that one ends when

another begins ; on the contrary, I think

it highly probable that the firft will con-

tinue to the feventh. We find that the

Jirjl of the feven vials was poured out

' Various have been the conje6lures concerning

thefe "Kings of the Eaft:" fome believe them to

be the Eaftern nations—fome the ten tribes of

Ifrael concealed in Tartary, or India—fome the

Jews, or the twelve tribes collectively from the

whole world—Ibme, the reftoration of the Chriftian

religion in its antient churches.—It is not perhaps

impoffible to reconcile moft of thefe opinions with

" each other.

upon
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upon the men " which had the mark of

the beafl, and upon them (alfo) which

worfliipped his image."—In fhort, after

confidering the contents of the vials^ and

comparing them with hiflory and .the

prefent ftatd of the world, 1 think it ap-

pears that the feventh vial will find all

the fix former vials plaguing the earth

—

the firfl having had the longeft and the

fixth \h.^Jhorteft run. According to this

mode of interpretation, Antichrift in all

its forms—Heretical, Papal, Mahomet-
an, and Infidel—will be upon the fhage

in the lafi fcene of this great drama, and

will all have their place in the final ca-

taftrophe.

General View of the Prophecies of- Daniel..

Firft Vifion.'—The Image.

Before I proceed to ftate the grounds

upon which I have ventured to found

the
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tiie opinion, that Infidelity is the third

branch or form of the predided Anti-

chrift, I mufl: requefh the Reader to take

a general view of the Prophecies of Da-

niel, which will indeed lay before him a

complete view of the whole lubjcdl, and

afford additional evidence to the har-

mony of the prophetic fcheme.

The difiidence natural to a mind

ftrongly impreflld with the importance

and (acred nature of the fubjed: it is

about to difcufs, renders me anxious to

conduct the Reader by a regular train

of eftablilhed interpretation and accom-

pliiliment, to the great points which

form a material part of my hypothelis

;

and I truft it will be allowed,- that the

following (liort account of the Prophe-

cies concerning the four great em-pires,

places 'the different origin of the powers

which I apprehend to be dijihi5l from

each other, in a confpicuous light. Upon
a matter of fuch high importance the

VOL. II. D ferious
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lerious inquirer after truth will value

•caution more than brevity.

" The golden head of the im"age*"

which Nebuchadnezzar faw in his dream,

jndifputably fignifies the Babylonian or

AiTyrian Empire.

<' The breaft and arms of filver'*

—

the Medo-Perfian Empire.—The arms

are generally fuppofed to fignify the two

kingdoms of the Medes and Perfians,

which united, and defhroyed the Baby-

lonian, and formed the Perlian Empire.

" The belly tmd thighs of brafs"

—

* It appears from antlent coins and medals,

that cities and people were often reprefented by fi-

o-ures of men and women. A great terrible human

figure was therefore an emblem of human power

and dominion, and the various metals of which

Nebuchadnezzar's image was compofed, may be

fuppofed to typify the relative importance of the

various kingdoms which Ihould arife in the world.

Newton, Difl', 13.

the
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the Grecian Empire.—The Greeks were

famous for their brazen armour.—The

belly is fuppofed to diftinguilh the Ma-

cedonian Empire under Alexander; and

the thighs, the Syrian kingdom under

the Seleucidae, and the Egyptian king-

dom under the Lagid^, or Ptolemies;

which were two of the four horns which

we ihall find came up in the place of

the great horn of the he-goat, that is,

two of the divifions of Alexander's do-

minions after his death—the other two,

Macedonia and Bithynia, were foon fub-

dued by thefe, and became parts of their

kingdoms.

** The legs of iron, and the feet of

iron mixed with clay"— the Roman
Empire in all its dates.—The two legs

of ironr are fuppofed by fome to mean
the two Roman Confuls ; and it is cer-

tain that the- fimiiitude of the Confular

government was continued after the go-

vernment became Imperial ; for the Em-
D 2 perors
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the Empire, befides continuing the form

of the Confular magiflracy.—It is in,

harmony with the Prophet's explanation

to fuppofe the iron legs to denote alfo

the flrength with which this Empire

fupported the vaft w^eight, which it ob-

tained by conqueft over the three former

kingdoms.

" The feet of iron mixed with clay,"

I fuppofe to mean the eajiern and zvejl-

em Roman Empires; for th^ Empire was

certainly immediately zveakened when it

was thus divided—" it became partly bro-

ken, or brittle.'"

"The ten toes'' were ten kingdoms"

which arofe afterwards, all within the

bounds of the antlent Roman Empire—
*'The iron was mixed with miry clay,

to denote, as fome think, a peculiar de-

gree -of defilement during thefe periods

of its exiftence, or '' the mixture of bar-

barous
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baroiis nations with whicli the Roman
people was defiled." But the latter lup-

pofition is not, I think, at all probable.

The Jews interpret, '' and they (liall

mingle with the leed of men," as allud-

ing to the mixture of Jews (emphatically-

termed men) with all thefe nations, which
yet remain ^tyihUl from them—*' do not

cleave one to another, even as iron is

not mixed with clay."

Suppofing the feet to be the divided

Empirey the ten toes muft belong to both

parts of it ; we are not therefore confined

to the zvejiern Empire for the ten king^

doms.

We muft, I think, conclude, that the

defcription of this image contains- the

hiftory,of the Roman Empire in all its

ftates; but npthing is faid to Nebu-
chadnezzar of an eleventh kingdom.
Information concerning this kingdom,
which was to be of a different kind,

D 3 that
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diat is, partly of a fpiritual nature—and

the power of which was to be exerted

zvithin the Empire, and while it fubfifted

in its lajl form of ten kingdoms, was re-

ferved to be given to the Prophet.

—

Th^fate however of this fourth Empire,

is imparted to the monarch ; as that of

the three former Empires had been.

—

** A flone cut out without hands, fmote

the image upon his feet, that were of

iron and clay, and brake theni to

pieces." -

*'*Then was the iron, the clay, the

brafs, the filver, and the gold, broken in

pieces together, and became like the

chaff of the fummer threfliing-floor, and

the wind carried them away, that no

place was found for them ; and the

flone that fmote the image became a

great mountain, and filled the whole

earth." " In the days of thefe kings

* Dan. ii. 35, &c.

(that
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(that is, of the four great kingdoms, for

the three former had not been dejlroyed^

their fovereignty was gone, but *' their

lives were prolonged for a feafon and a

time"'*) fhall the God of heaven fet up

a kingdom, which rtiall never be de-

ftroyed ^ and the kingdom (hall not be

left to other people, but it Ihall break

in pieces and confume all thofe king-

doms, and it fnall ftahd fpr ever. For-

afmuch as thou faweft the ftone that

was cut out of the mountain without

hands, and that it brake in pieces the

iron, the brafs, the clay, the filver, and

the gold.

As the fourth or Roman Empire is

defcribed in its feveral flates ; fo is the

fifth kingdom, or the kingdom of the

Mefliah, defcribed in its two dates. Mr.

Mede diftinguifhes thefe by the name
of regnum Idpidis^ the kingdom of the

« See Sir I. Newton.

D 4 {loner
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ftone, and regnnni mouthy the kingdom

pf the mountain.;.

This kingdom was let up by the

God jof heaven, " when Chrifl came into

the worki"

—

He was "the flone cut out

of the mountain" without human means,

vjhile' t'lie I\ oman Empire was flrong as

iron 5 but it did not imite the image till

a later period, when it had feet of iron

mixed v/ith clay;" and then the pozver,

of the feet was foon broken into ten

parts, or toes, in which *fl:ate it yet

exifts. The ^nv^ixt v^2iS divided before

the vijible conqueft of Chrift over " the

dragon," or the power of Pagan Romey

by the eftaMiiliment of Chriftianity in

the Em,pire.

" The powers of darknefs were then

fhaken," but (as we iliall find when we

confider the little horn in the vifion of

^ Daniel) they are fuffered to remain In a

weakened ftate //// '-' the Jione fhall be-

come
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come the mountain, and fill the whole

earth," when " the kingdoms of the

world fhall become the kingdoms of the

Lord, and of his Chrift.-*

The kingdom of the mountain is then

to be confidered as yet entirely future.

Second Vifion. ne four Beasts.

The four Empires which were exhi-

bited to Nebuchadnezzar in the form

of a great and terrible image, were re-

prefented to Daniel in the fhape of great

wild animals—fuch emblems and hie-

roglyphjcks being ufual among the.eaft-

ern nations. This vifion is much more
particular in its defcriptions—mentions

many circumftances relating to each

kingdom, and points out an extraor-

dinary power, not even named in the

I) 5 dream
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dream of the image, which was to arife

during the laji flate of the fourth or laft

kingdom—was to continue " until a

time, and times, and the dividing of

time,'* (that is, 1260 years according to

"the common interpretation) but not be-

yond the duration of thefe kingdoms of

'^ iron mixed with miry clay ;" becaufe

the kingdom of the mountain is to dejiroy

^wrr adverfe power, and is itfelf to reign

over the whole earth : and we have feen

that it was to ftrike the whole image

down to the ground, when in this Z:?/? pe-

riod of its power, and to eftablifli itfelf

in its room.

The firfl beaft, or the Babylonian or

Aflyrian Empire, is reprefented ** like a

lion with eagle's wings,'* '' the wings

whereof were plucked" at the time of

the delivery of this Prophecy in the reign

of Belfhazzar, for the Medes and Per-

sians were then encroaching upon it.

The
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The fecond bead, or the Medo-Per-

fian Empire, is '* hke to a bear, and it

raifed itlelf up on one fide, and it had

three ribs (or tufks) in the mouth of it,

between the teeth of it; and they faid

unto it, Arife, devour much lie 111.'*

It is well known that the Perfians

foon *' raifed themfelves up'* above the

Medes, and that they were remarkable

for cruelty and opprefHon. The three

ribs (or tufks) in the teeth of this vora-

cious animal, are fuppofed to be the

kingdoms of Babylon, Lydia, and Eg)'pt,

which greatly fhrengthened the Empire*,

but which were dreadfully opprefTed by

it.

The third beafh, or the Grecian Em--

pire, is-^' like a leopard, which had upon

the barck of it four wings of a fowl ;- the

bead had alfo four heads." The leopard

* Sec Bp. Chandler, and Sir I. Newton.

IX 6 is
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IS a fpotted animal, and remarkable for

its fwiftnefs, and is therefore a flriking

emblem of the different manners of the

nations whom Alexander commanded,
and of the rapidity of -his conquefts.

Some think the four wings are defigned

for AiTyria, Media, Perfia, and Grecia

—

others, Perfia, Greece, Egypt, and In-

dia, as well as to denote peculiar fwift-

nefs. The four heads are evidently the

four kingdoms, into which the Empire

was divided after the death of Alex^

ander, becaufe the four horns of the he-

goat are thus explained by the angel.

'* And dominion was given to it," '* Ihew-

eth,'* as Jerome faith, '' that it was not

owing to the fortitude of Alexander,

but proceeded from the will of the

Lord" *' and indeed unlefs he had

been thusiafTifted, how could he in fo

fliort a time have brought all the coun-

tries, from Greece as far as India, into

fubjedlion^'."

y Newton, vol. i, c. 14.

The
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The fourth bead, or the Roman Em-
pire in all its dates, '* is dreadful and

terrible, and ftrong exceedingly, and it

had great iron teeth," *' and nails of

hrafsy^' *' it devoured and brake in pieces,

and (lamped the refidue with the feet of

it ; and it was divers from all the beads

that were before it, and it had ten

horns." This bead was fo great and hor-

rible, that no name was found for it

—

it had no fimilitude to any known bead.

The Roman Empire was of a different

nature and conditution of government

from all the former kingdoms ; and the

length of its duration, and the variety of

forms it was to aflume, would fcarcely

admit of its being called by any par-

ticular name fufficiently defcriptive,

—

*' The ten horns'* of this bead cor-

refpond Vith the " ten toes" of" the

image; 'and the " nails of brafs''' denote

the long continuance of fome fort of

connexion between the Roman and t! e

Grecian Empires -, or rather, I apprehend,

that



r 6z T

that the Roman Empire fliould in part

exert itfelf under the name of a Grecian

power : and this was in fadl the cafej

when the Roman Empire was divided^ if

not when Conftantinople became the

capital.

Thus far the Monarch's dream and

the Prophet's vifion exa61:ly agree. But

another fubjedt is now introduced before

the folemn mention of the time when
" all thefe thrones were to be caft^

down," and " dominion and glory, and

a kingdom that all people, nations, and

languages fliould ferve him, were to be

given to the Son of man, for an ever-

lafting dominion;"—a conclufion as ex-

adlly fimilar to the conclufion- of the

dream.

While Daniel w^as contemplating " the

ten horns, behold, there,came up among
them another little horn, before whom
there were three of the firfb horns

plucked
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plucked up by the roots : and behold^,

in this horn were eyes Hke the eyes of

a man, and a mouth fpeaking great

things.'* Daniel was greatly difturbed

by this vifion, and anxioufly enquiring

into its meaning, the angel anfwered,

" Thefe great beads, which are four,

are four kings (or kingdoms), which fhall

arife out of the earth" (or as it fhould

be tranflated in or upon the earth—Da-

niel had feen thefe beafts fymbolically a-

rife from the fea ; the angel fpeaks of them

now in plain language as empires) '* but

the faints of the MofI: High fliall take

the kingdom, and poliefs the kingdom

for ever, even for ever and ever."—Still

was he anxious for a more particular ex-

planation of the fourth beafi:, which was

*' fo exceeding dreadful," " and of the

ten horn^s that were- in his head, and of

the otlJer which came up, and before

whom three fell, even of that horn that

had eyes, and a mouth that fpake very

great things, whofe look was more fliout

than
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than his fellows."—" Ibehcld,'* fays the

Prophet, whofe attention feems to have

been fixed upon this obje6t of the vifion,

*' and the fame horn made war with the

faints, and prevailed again ft them ; until

the Antient of days came, and judgment

was given to the faints of the moft

High ; and the time came that the

faints polTefled the kingdom."—And the

angel thus anfwers his repeated en-

quiries ;
*' The fourth beaft fliall be the

fourth kingdom upon earth, which fhall

be divers from all kingdbms, and fhall

devour the whole earth, and fhall tread

it down and break it to pieces.—And the

ten horns out of this kingdom are ten

kings, (or kingdoms) that fliall arife

;

and another fhall arife after them^ and

fliall be divers from the firft, and he

fliall fubdue three kings. And he fhall

fpeak great words againft the moft

High, and ftiall wear out the faints of

the moft High, and think to change

times and laws : and they fhall be given

into
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into his hand, until d, time, and times, and

the dividing of time. But the judgment

Ihall fit, and they (hall take away his

dominion, to conlume and to deftroy it

unto the end. And the kingdom and

dominion, and the greatnefs of the king-

dom under the whole heaven, fliall be

given to the people of the faints of the

mod High, whofe kingdom is an ever-

lailing kingdom, and all dominions fliall

ferve and obey him. Hitherto is the end of

the matter.''—The angel's interpretation

of this vifion plainly extends to the end

of the world ^. This account of the little

horn I confider then as 3.n epitome of the

Zi-ho/e hiftory of Antichriji.—Keeping this

idea in view, let us proceed to the next

vifion, which fele^s the fecond and third

''' It ma/ be obferved, that the account of the

little horrr precifely refembles an epifode in an epic

poem—the hiftory of the four kingdoms was given

without it in the image; but here it is defcribed as

rilmg out of the lajit and contributing to the ca«

taftrophe.

king-
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kingdoms, i. e. the Perfian and the Gre^
cian, and a '' httle horn which came
forth out of one of the four horns " of
the He-goat, " or the King of Grecia,"
to form a Ji/ImSI pidlure of a particular

train of events, which we are thus natu-
rally led to fuppofe will take place in the
eajern part of the world.

Third Vifion-^—The Ram and the He-
goat, including '' the Little Horn"
of the Eqft.

In the former vifion, which was a ee-

neral hiftory of the four kingdoms, Per-

* The fource of this figure, of horns {or king-

doms, as Spanheim obferves, muft be derived from
the Oriental languages, in which the fame word
fignifies 3. hor?i, and a crown, MidL^oiver, Jlrength,

and JfUjidour. A horn was an emblem of roy-

alty among the Phoenicians, and the Chaldee Pa-
raphrafts explain the Hebrew' word kercn, a horn,

by the term makhutha, which fignifies a kingdom.

Newton, c. xv.

fia
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fia was defcrlbed as a bear^ to mark Its

charaEler for cruelty and oppreflion. In

this^ which fliews only the rife, progrefs,

and decline of two of the kingdoms, ap-

parently with a view to the principal fub-

jed of it

—

the little horn^ which was to

arife after them—Perfia is defignated by

its common fymbol, a ram ^.

'' Behold there flood before the river,

*• It was ufual for the kings of Perfia to wear

a ram's head made of gold, and adorned with pre-

cious ftones, inftead of a diadem ; for fo Ammianus
Marcellinus defcribes them. Bifhop Chandler and

others farther obferve, that ram's heads with horns,

one higher and the other lower, are ilill to be fecn

on the pillars at Perfepolis." Newton.

The goat is made the type of the Grecian or

Macedonian Empire, becaufe the Macedonians

were Atnovi\\i\'aXtdi uEgeada, or the goat's people,

200 years before the time of ' Daniel —It is alfo

remarkable, that Alexander's fon by Roxana was

named Alexander jEgos, or the fon of the goat

:

and fome of Alexander's fucceflbrs are reprefented

in their coins with goat's horns, Newton.

a ram
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a ram which had two horns, [Media and

Perfia] and the two horns were high, but

one was higher than the other, and the

higher [Perfia] came up laft. I faw the

ram pufhing Vr'eflward, and northward,

and fouthward, [it had poireiTion of the

Eail] fo that no beafl might iland be-

fore him, neither was there any that

could deliver out of his hand ; but he

did according to his will, and became

great, [as in the time of Xerxes and Da-

rius.] And as I was confidering, behold,

an he-goat came from the weft [the

king, or rather kingdom of Grecia] on

the face of the whole earth, and touched

not the ground : [he came with fuch

bounding rapidity^ that he feemed not to

touch the ground] and the goat had a

notable horn between his eyes. [Alex-

ander king of Macedon, who had firft

fubdued Greece.] And he came to the

ram that had two horns and ran

unto him in the fury of his power. And
I faw him come clofe unto the ram, and

he
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he was moved with choler againfl him,

and fmote the ram, and brake his two

horns, and there was no power in the

ram to Hand before him, but he caft

him down to the ground, and (lamped

upon him : and there was none that

could dehver the ram out of his hand.

Therefore the he-goat waxed very great

:

and when he was ftrong, the great horn

was broken ; [Alexander died at the

height of conqueft, and in the prime of

life] and for it (or, inftead of it) came up

four notable ones toward the four winds

of heaven. [Alexander's four Captains,

who divided his kingdom ; Callander

held Macedon, and Greece, and the

wejiern parts—Lyhmachus had Thrace

and Bithynla, and the northern regions;

—Ptolemy poflefled Egypt and the

foiUhern countries— Seleucus obtained

Syria and the eajiern provinces.] And
out of one of them came forth a little

horn, which wixcd exceeding great, to-

ward the fouth, and toward the eaft,

and
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and toward the plcafant land. And it

waxed great, even to the hofl of heaven

;

and it caft down fome of the hod, and

of the ilars to the ground, and (lamped

upon them. Yea, he magnified himfelf

even to the prince of the hoft, and by

him the daily facrifice was taken away,

and the place of his fandiuary was caft

down. And an hoft was given him

againft the daily facrifice by reafon of

tranrgrefiion, and it caft down the truth

to the ground ^ and it pradiifed, (or

wrought) and profperedv'* To this de-

fcription I fubjoin the explanation given

by the angel, previous to any obfer-

vations upon it
—" And in the latter

time of their kingdoms, [that is, of the

four kingdoms which fucceeded Alex-

ander's kingdom] when the tranfgrefTors

are come to the full, a king, of fierce

countenance, and underftanding dark

fentences, . fliall ftand up. And his

power Ihall be mighty, but not by his

own power: and he fhall deftroy won-

derfully.
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derfully, and fliall profper, and pra(^ire,

and fliLiU deflroy the mighty and the

holy people. And through his policy

alfo he Ihall caul'e craft to profper in his

hand, and he fhall magnify himfelf in

his heart, and by peace fhall deflroy

many : he fliall alfo (land up againft

the Prince of princes, but he fhall be

broken without hand. And the vifion

of the evening and the morning [an He-
braifm fignifying a day] is true : where-

fore fliut thou up the vilion, for it (hall

be for many days,"

" ^ This little horn is, by the ge-

nerality of interpreters both Jewidi

and Chriftian, antient and modern,

fuppofed to mean Antiochus Epipha-

nes, king of Syria, who was a great ene-

my and cruel perfecutor of the Jews;

but then,all allow that Antiochus Epi-

phanes was a type of Antichrift." Bi-

ihop Newton however, adopting the opi-

^ Nev/torij c. 14.

nion
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nion of Sir liaac Newton, leaves An-

tiochus wholly out of the queftion, and

applies it to the Roman power, which

firfh fubdued Macedon and Greece, the

capital kingdom of the goat, by which,

he fays, 7^7^ Romans became a horn of the

goat. But notwithfbanding his very in-

genious Differtation*^ upon this fubje6t,

I cannot but think there remain as great

reafons for applying this Prophecy in the

firfl inflance to Antiochus Epiphanes,

and in the laft to Antichrift, without

contradidting the accuracy of its appli-

cation, in many points., to the Romans.

The plan of this Work obliges me to

refer the Reader to Bifliop Newton's

DilTertation for a clear difplay of the

fulfilment of this Prophecy, both by An-

tiochus and by the Romans ; for it ap-

pears to me that he ejlablijhes. the an-

tient opinion even while combating it,

from his tzxnt^v^\^'\.o appropriate the

Prophecy wholly to the Romans : a wifli,

^ Newton; vol. ii. DilT. 15.

which
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which too often rifes unpercelved even

in the befl minds, who, when they form
a fyftem, dcfire to fubvert every other.

—I muft content myfelf with a few ob-

fervations, conneded with the endeavour

to harmonize thefe fyflems, and to point

out the connexion of the Prophecies.

In the main points of oppofition to

Chrift and of periecution of his fervants,

all the branches of Antichrifl mu?i necef-

farily agree
-^
but the marks which diflin-

guifli thefe confederate pozvers from each

other, appear to me very ftrongly dlfcri-

minated in thefe different vifions.

—

All

foretel the power of Antichrift, and con-

tain allufions perhaps to all the different

forms of that power; but each vifion

feems to defcribe one of thefe forms with

peculiar Biflin5inefs, while it points to

fame cifcumflances which ftrongly cha-

racterize that Power which was to arife

the lofi, and, if we rightly conjedure,

will prevail the mod, and which are not

VOL. II. E eafiiy
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eafily appropriated to either of the other.

The fymbol of" a Uttle horn" is apph-

cable to Antichrift in the beginnings of

all its forms—Papal, Mahometan, and

Infidel.—The Power of Antichrifh is

fhill the little horn ; but as exerted in

Greece and the Eajiy it is defcribed as

the little horn of the he-goat, or the

third empire, and this even to the pre-

fent hour ; for the feat of the Mahometan

Empire is Grecia, or what was called the

Greek Empire.—As exerted in Italy and

the Weji, it is defcribed as the little horn

of the fourth beafc, or tht fourth Empire.

But it is remarkable that in thofe pre-

dictions, which the angel exprefsly de-

clares will be accomplifhed tozvards the

end of the appointed time, this diftindlion

of eaft and weft feems to be loji, both in

this and in the following vifion (which I

conceive intended to particularly defcribe

the Mahometan and Papal powers), and

Antichrift appears with all the fubtilty

and fury and univerfally-extended ty-

ranny,
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rann5% with which we find him delineated

in the Revelations under the fymbol of

the fecond beail, and which correfponds

with the little horn in the vifion of the

four beafts, which will be noticed here-

after—And this circumflance, I appre-

hend, intimates the general apoftafy and

perfecution which is to take place dur-

ing the infidel power, which was to fiic-

ceed the violence of the two former, and

be an injirument ofpimijhment to their ad-

herents, and of trial to the Church of

Chrifl.

It is evident from the conclufion that

this Prophecy cannot be confined to the

Romans. It extends not only beyond

the deftrucllon of Jerufalem, but to the

end of time ; for, as '* the image was to

be broken by the flone cut out without

hands,'- and the fourth beaft was to be

defhroyed " becaufe of the great w^ords

the horn fpake againfl the moft High;'*

fo this horn was to be broken without

E 2 hand,
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hand, becaufe " he rofe up againft the

Prince of princes." And it is farther

added, as if to prevent the Prophecy

from being reJlriSied to its jirji and par-

tial accompiifhment, *' Shut thou up the

vifion, for it fliall be for many days"

—

it refers to a long period of time, and

feries of events, and it cannot therefore

be fully underflood till much nearer the

time of the end.—Let us now compare

the Mahometan power with this little

eaftern horn, which " waxed exceeding

great toward the fouth, apd toward the

eaft, and toward the pleafant land."

The Mahometan power has indeed

extended \X.{Q\ifoiuhward over great part

of Africa

—

^eajiward to Perfia, Tartary,

and even China, and covered the land of

Judea with its abominations ; but it

never made any progrefs in the wefl or

north—" It caft down fome of the hoft,

and of the ftars, and ftamped upon

them, and magnified itfelf even to the

prince
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prince of the hoft," or '' the PFincc of

princes.'* It caft down many of the

reigning pozvers^ took polfefTion of the

Greek empire, and overthrew all the

Chriflian churches, or fiars ^, eftablifhed

in Africa, in Arabia, and India, and al-

moft all in Paleftine, in Afia Minor, and

in Greece.— Mahomet acknowledged

Jefus to be a Prophet indeed; but he af-

fumed to himfelf a fuperiority in dignity;

and the cruelty, oppreffion, and con-

tempt, with which Chriftians have been

uniformly treated by his followers, ^are

plainly denoted by his ** (lamping upon,

them." Jerufalem is defignated as the

principal fcene, or objed of the tyranny

of this horn ; firfl during the Jewi(h, and

laftly during the Chriflian difpenfation.

Zion wtis the place chofen by the Al-

mighty for the only Temple devoted to

his wordiip according to the Mofaic ri-

tual—in this favoured fpot was the Gof-

• Rev. ii.

E 3 pel
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pel firfi pubiifhed to the whole world.

Here was the one oblation once offered

of the Lamb flain for the redemption of

mankind—and here was the Chriflian

church firft eilablifhed—Antiochus took

away the *' daily facrifice" for a few years.

—The Romans put an end to the Tem-
ple worQiip—but the Mahometans have

profaned the place of his fandiuary

—

*' have taken away the daily facrifice of

praife and thankfgiving" from this diilin-

guiflied land, for above eleyen hundred

years.— It was alfo " given into their

hands by reafon of tranfgreflion ;" this

v/as acknowledged by the Jews and by

the Romans^ in the two former cafes

;

and the deplorable corruption of the

eaftern churches, when this horn af-

fumed the form of Mahometanifm, fuf-

ficiently explains zvhy an '' hoft was given

againft them"—This horn has indeed

'' cafl the truth to the ground"—for

^ See vol. i. p. 296."

nothing
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nothlns; can be more miferable than the

internal as weJl as external flate of the

few churches which remain in the coun-

tries under the Mahometan yoke, and

the Jews fuffer Httle lets opprefTion than

the Chrifiiians.—And the artifices by

which this hypocritical impoftor and his

fucceflbrs eftabhihed the civil and re-

ligious power of Mahometanifm, and

their aftonilhing fuccefs, can fcarcely be

more ftrongly marked than by the ex-

preflion, *' it pra5lifcd2iX\6. profpered^^' but

which expreffion is not ealily made ap-

plicable to the Romans.

Thus ends DanieFs account of the vi-

fion ', but he adds, that he heard one faint,

or angel, afk another angel, *' How long

fhall bC'the vifion concerning the daily fa-

crific&and the tranfgreflion of defolation,

to give both,the fancfluary and the hofl

to be trodden under foot r" Or, as Mr.

Lowth renders it m.ore clearly, " For

how long a time fhall the vifion lafb,

E 4 the
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the daily facrlfice be taken away, and

the tranfgreffion of defolation continue

to give both the fanduary and the hofl

to be trodden under foot ?'* And it was

anfwered, ^' Unto 2300 days : then fhall

the fandluary be cleanfed." Both the

queftion and the anfwer are diftindly

put, and refemble Rev. xi. 2. but there

is an uncertainty in the number of years;

the Seventy read 2400; and Jerom in-

forms us others read 2200. If the vifion

be computed from the eftablilhment of

the Perfian Empire, which Begins the vi"

lion of the ram, the reading of the Se-

venty will carry it on to the conclulion of

the fixth millennium of the world. How-
ever this may be, it is remarkable that this

vifion breaks oif abruptly ; the end of this

horn is notfeen, it is left in profperity, ^

circumflance which accurately corre-

fponds with the defcription of the fame

power in the ninth chapter of the Reve-

*lations. We do not fee the e^id o^ Abad"

doHy or Afollyon^ the King of the Saracen

Locufts,
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Locufts, or of the Turklfli horfemen

from the river Euphrates—but it is to he

remembered we are elfewhere told, that

" the Jtxib vial (hall be poured out upon

the river Euphrates, to prepare the way

for the kings"—about which time it is

alfo (aid; '* the iancluary Ihall be wholly

cleanfed,*' and " the bride made ready to

receive her lord.'*

When the angel Gabriel was fent to

explain this vi|;on to Daniel, he begins

with faying, " Underftand, O Son of

Man : for at the time of the end fhall be

the vi(ion,'' which I prefume to mean,

the train of events defcribed in this

vilion (liall reach to the end of time.

And after he had prepared the Prophet

to receive the av/ful information, he fur-
.f

the.r fays, " Behold, I will make thee

know what fliall be /;/ the laji end of the

indignation ; for at the time appointed

the end (hall be"—meaning I again pre-

fume, I will not only explain the ge-

E 5 neral
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neral meaning of this vifion, which is it-

felf a feries of punifliment, but I will in-

form thee of other circumftances, which

fliall take place when the time of thh

vifion of indignation^ or wrath againft the

hoft and the fan(^uary,yZ'j// draw near its

conchfon—fov the time is appointed^ and

the end of all this mifery fhall certainly

come ; and therefore take comfort from

this afTurance, while I reveal the awful

judgments which are to take place in the

lafl days of the vifion.*'—" The ram
^vhich thou faweft having two horns,

are the kings of Media and Perfia. And
the rough goat is the king of Grecia,,

and the" great horn that is between his

eyes is the firfl king. Now that being-

broken, whereas four ftood up for it,

four kingdoms fliall ftand up out of the

nation, but not in his power. "^—The
angel barely mentions the kingdoms of

Perfia and Grecia and the four king-

doms Vv^hich were to arife after Alex-

ander, and then immediately pafTes to the.

latter
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latter time of their kingdom—as if they

were only mentioned to mark the Jcene of

aEiion for the formidable powerwhich is

the principal objedl of the meflage—he-

omits thofe circumftances defcribed by

the vifion, which point to its primary and

partial accomphiliment by Antiochus

and the Romans, and which the Prophet

probably underftood to relate to cala-

mities fimilar to that which his people

were then fuffering under the power of

Babylon ; and goes direBly to that dif-

tant period which had been before re-

prefented as fo peculiarly dreadful in the-

vifion of the little horn, which arofe

from the fourth beail.

We are then, I conceive, authorized

to conjecture, that the following de-'

fcription points out not only the Ma-
hometan power, but refers to that other

power which was to imm.ediately pre-

cede the time of the end \ or, in other

words, be the lajl form of Antichrifiatt-

E 6 pozver.
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power,—" And in the latter time of their

kingdom, vyhen the tranfgrefTors are

come to the full, a king of fierce coun?

tenance, and underflanding dark fen-

tences, fliall fland up ;''
it is certain

that the power of Mahomet arofe in a

part of the Grecian Empire—and that he

arofe when the eaftern divifion of the Ro-

man Empire was confidered as the Greek

Empire^ and in the latter time of that

kingdom. It is certain too, that the cor-

ruptions of the eaftern churches had

arifen to their full height, when this

fcourge of the Chriftian world ftood up;

—and that '* the falfe Prophet, or Teach-

er," of Arabia, who profeffedly propa-

gated his religion by the fword, is ftrik-

ingly delineated by " a king of fierce

countenance, and underftanding dark

lentences."—*' And his power fhall be

mighty, but not by his own power."

k%& the kingdorns of the Weft gave their

pov^er to the Beaft, or Papal Antichrift,

fo have the kingdoms of the Eaft given

theirs
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theirs to the Mahometan Antichrifl,

But I conceive this is not all that is here

meant—" The dragon'* gave his power

to the bead, and '' the angel of the bot-

tomlefs pit" led on the Saracenic lo-

cufts ; and thus the angel may be un-

derflood to fay, " The power of this

horn fhall be not merely that which is

common to the conquerors of the Eaft,

uich as the he-goat, or the four beads

in the former vifion -, it is to be diredled

and fupported by fuper-human art and

ftrength ; which fliall enable it to deflroy

wonderfully^ to profper and pra<5life, and

detliroy the mighty, and the holy peo-

ple," that is, both Jews and Chriftians.

—" And through his policy alfo he fhall

caufe craft to profper in his hand," or

" fhall caufe fraud and deceit to prof-

per, and he fhall magnify himfelf, and

by peaCe fhall he deflroy many," or, ** in

times of tranquillity he Ihall deflroy

multitudes ^" The -policy and craft for

which the Mahometan powers are noto-

^ Wintle's Verfion of Daniel.

rious.
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riouss, unqueflionably agree with this de-

fcription -, and the titles which their chief

afTumes, of " God on Earth, the Shadozv

cf Gody' Brother to the Sun and Moon,

" 'The Giver of all Earthly Crozmis^^'^

as perfe(5lly accord with the Prophetic

intimation, that he Hiould " magnify

himfelf ." Such titles were indeed com-

mon in the Eaft, among the antient

Heathen potentates ; but they are utterly

inconfiftent with true religion, and have

ever been fo confidered by Jews and

genuine Chriftians—the titles however

affumed by the Pope^ are ftrikingly fi-

milar.—The multitudes which, allured

by promifed " peace," left the crofs of

Chrift for the crefcent of Mahomet -,

and the luxury, effeminacy, and licen-

tioufnefs, which are the allowed habits

and propofed rewards of the followers of

this pretended Prophet, may perhaps be

s ^< In a word, luft, arrogance, covetoufnefs, and

tie mojt exquiftte bypocrijy, complete their chara6ter."'

Maundrell, p. 149.

^ See Ricaut's State of the Ottoman Empire.
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allowed to explain *' by peace he fhalF

deftroy many :" but as this power is yet

exifhing, we may furely fuppole it may
hereafter become more clear, if this be

not perfedly fatisfadlory. The angel

having thus intimated, as I apprehend,

that this formidable power fnould re-

main fome time at reft as it were, adds,

" And he ill all alfo (land up againfl the

Prince of princes, but he fliall be broken,

without hand"—The perfecuting fpirit

of Mahometanifm certainly correfponds

with the oppofition implied in this ex-

preflion, marks its origin^ and cJiftinguifijes--

the motives and views which adluate

this power, from thofe which are the

common caufes of war and conqueft

among the rulers of the earth, but can

hardly be confidered as its full import.

—If this expreilion be confined to the

Mahornetan power, we may look to the

future for a more literal accompli (liment,

and fuppofe the angel to fay, '' Bejides

tliefe wars againfh the Jan5iuary and the

holy
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Roly people y and the covert mifchief which

he fhall be permitted to do, this power

fhall at Iqfi openly direB his oppofition

againfl the Prince of princes—then will

the time come when he fhall fall before

him, like the image and the other horn

in the former vifions.'' This paiTage

however, and feveral others in the latter

part of this Prophecy, will be found to

agree very remarkably with the diftin6i

piBure which I underftand to be given

in the Revelations, of the Infidel poiver ;

and if thefe paffages be allowed to refer

to that as well as to the Mahometan
power, the meaning of the angel may
be then fuppofed to be, " The power, of

whom I )ww fpeak, who is to arife in

the latter timesy fhall fpring from the

famefource^ and be of the fame nature as

the little horn in the former vifion

—

and his mark (hall be, oppofition to the

Prince of princes ^ as it was in the horn of

the fourth beafl.—By this fhall thefe

peculiar powers be diftingulflied from

the
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the kings of the earth, and by ikis fliall

their common fate be foreknown—they

fliall be broken without hand—not by

the ufual courfe of events—but they

fliall fall before the Son of man, when

he Cometh to take poiTefTion of his king-

dom''—" And the vifion of the evening

and morning is true. Wherefore fhut

thou up the vifion, for // Jljall be for

many days''—Surely this repetition con-

firms the opinion that thefe predictions

concern the latter times*

Fourth Vifion,—" The King" of the Wefi.

In the followino; vifion the an2!;el firfl

declares, ^
" Now I am come to make

thee underftand, what fliall befal thy peo-

ple in the latter days \ for yet the vifion is

for many days.''—Daniel had been pre-

vioufly informed of the precife time

whoa
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when the MefTiah was to appear, and

when " he fliould be cut off, though not

for himfelf ;'* and alio, of the fubfequent

deftrudlion of the city and the fandluary^

and ^* of the defolations determined tinto

the end of the war, even unto the con-

fummation, and that determined (liall

be poured out upon the defolate," or as

it is in the margin of the EngUfh Bible,

" upon the dejolator^
''*

I fhall

^ My plan confines me to thai part of this won-

derful Prophecy, which appears to relate to Anti-

chrlft—or '' the zuar between the Dragon and the

Lamb," (fee Rev. xii.) but I muft beg the Reader

to perufe the fixteenth of Bifliop Newton's Differ-

tations, to fee " how particular and circumiiantial

it is concerning the kingdoms of Egypt and Syria,

from the death of Alexander to the time of An-

tiochus Epiphanes, There is not fo complete and

regular a feries of their kings, there is, not fo con-

cife and compreheniive an account of their affairs,

to be found in any author of thole times. The

Prophecy is really more perfe6l than any hiflory.

No one hiflorian hath related fo many circum-

ftances, and in fuch exa<5l order of time, as the

Prophet
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I riiall begin the obfervations I pre-

fume to offer with the paflage which is

confidered as relating both toAntiochus

and to the Romans, who had juft lub-

dued Grecia, when they commanded

Antiochus to return home—" For the

fliips of Chittim^ Ihall come againtl

him.

Prophet hath foretold them : fo that it was necef-

fary to have recourfe to feveral authors, Greek and

Roman, Jewlfh, and Chriftian, and to collea here

fomething from one, and to collea there fomething

from another, for the better explaining and illuf-

trating the great variety of particulars contained

in his Prophecy The exa^lnefs of this Pro-

phecy was fo convincing, that Porphyry could not

pretend to deny it, and therefore allerted, that it

could not polTibly have been written before, but it

muft have been written in, or foon after the time

of Antiochu's Epiphanes Others after him have

allerted the fame thing, not only without proof,

but contrar}' to all the proofs which can be had in

cafes of this nature. Newton, Dilf. i6.

i The coaft of Chittini and the land of Chittim

Is a general name for Greece, Italy, and the coun-

tries and iilands of the Mediterranean—The coun-

tries
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him, therefore he (hall be grieved and

return, and have indignation againft the

holy covenant : fo fhall he do : he (hall

even return, and have intelligence with

them that forfake the holy covenant. And
arms fhall ftand on his part," or as it may
be more clearly rendered, " And after him

arms (that is, the Romans) (hall (land

up"—Wintle renders it, " But mighty

powers fliali fhand up from thefe,'' that is,

from the defcendants of Chiiiim—'' and

they (hall pollute the fanduary of

ftrength, and (hall take away the daily

facrince, and they (liall place the abo-

mination that maketh defolate j" to

which palTage our Saviour refers in his

predi(5tion of the deftrudion of Jeru-

falem'', and therefore fixes its idtimaU

reference to that event.—Hifhory fully au«

thorizes us to apply a part of what fol-

tries peopled by Cittim, the fon of Javan, the fon of

Japhet.—See Newton's fifth Diflertationj Bochart,

Vitringa, and Wintle.

* See vol. i. c. 10.

lows
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lows to the times of Antiochus Epi-

phanes in its primary fenle, and with

him I prefume the double hnks of this

conneding chain conclude -, and the

hiftory of the church is then continued

from the dell:ru<5tion of Jcrufalem to

the general refurre(5lion.—*' And fuch

as do wickedly againfl the covenant fhall

he corrupt through flatteries; but the

people that do know their God, fliall be

ftrong, and do exploits. And they that

underftand among the people (by which

is to be underfhood the Chriftians) fliall

inftrudl many : yet they fliall fall by the

fword, and by flame, by captivity, and by

fpoil, many days. Now when they fliall

fall, they fliall be holpen with a liirle

help : but many fliall cleave to them

with flatteries. And fome of them of un-

derftanding fliall fall, to try them, -and

to purge, and to make them white—even,

to the time of the end : becaufe it is

yet for a time appointc:d." We have here

prediclions of the perfecutions to which

the
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tiie Chrifllans were fubjeded, with little

interruption, for the firfl 300 years, and

of the help afforded them when fallen to

the lowefl ftate of depreffion, by the

eflabliihiment of Chriftianity in the Ro-

man Empire. This is called little help^

becaufe the church was raifed only to

that degree of profperity fuited to a

ftate of trial, and continued but a fliort

time to enjoy it ; for it was foon cor-

rupted by thofe who '' clave to it by

flatteries," or worldly motives.

There was however a remnant left

amidft this general apoftafy ; and many

churches were again efhablifhed " by

them of underftanding," to whom the

little help was alfo given at the time

of the E^eformation ; but being ftill

" the appointed time'' of indignation

—

of the reign of Antichrift, and of war-

fare to the church—^they were left to

flrusa;le with. their various enemies: and

it is exprefsly declared, " that fome of

them
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them fliould fall—not fo much for pu"

niJJjment as for puri/icatich'—{or a'time only,

and not for ei-er. And we may farther

obferve, that this Prophecy feems to in-

timate that fome of thefe churches fiiould

JieJfqflly rejifl thefe attacks, and be enabled

" to ftand before the Son of man/' at

his coming to deftroy the works of Sa-

tan, and to ellablifli his church in ever-

lafting perfection, glory, and fecurity.

—

Thus have we a fummary view of the

hiftory of the Chriftian church " till the

time of the end" of that tribulation

which is fo frequently the fubjed: of

Prophecy. But the angel reverts to

what appears to be the principal objed:

of his million—to forewarn the church

of the nature and conqiiejis of its ene-

mies—to guard it againfh the varied ef-

forts of it^ antagonift—to afford a folid

ground for faith and hope to reft upon, .

when allaiicd by the moft furious ftorms

of the conliiding elements, deceit and

ragj, fuperflition and indifference, ig-

norance
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norance and philofophifmy which fatanic

art fhould be allowed to raife within the

period allotted for the reign of Anti*

chrift.

It was obferved, that as " the little

horn" in the former vifion was faid to

fpring from Grecia, we fhould naturally

look to the eajiern part of the world for

the fcene of its adtion. Similar reafons

will now lead us to fuppofe that the king

now mentioned in this vifion, was to

arife and difplay his power in the zvejl.

For the angel has brought down the

hiftory to the taking of Jerufalem by

the Romans \ and we know the Roman

Empire was at that time the reigning

power. " The king^' therefore thus men-

tioned, without any epithet or diftin-

guifhing appellation, we mufh conclude

to be a Roman Power.—" And the king

fhall do according to his will ; and he

fhall exalt himfelf, and magnify himfelf

above every god, and fhall fpeak mar-

vellous
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vellous things againll the God of gods,

and Ihall profper till the indignation be

accomplilhcd : for that that is deter-

mined fhall be done. Neither fhall he

regard the God of his fathers, nor the

defire of women, nor regard any god

:

for he fliall magnify himlelf above all.

But in his eftate fhall he honour the

God of forces; and a God whom his fa-

thers knew not fliall he honour with
gold, and filver, and with precious

ftones, and pleafant things. Thus fliall

he do in the mofl: fl:rong holds w^ith a

fl:range God, whom he fliall acknowledge
and increafe with glory : and he fliall

caufe them to rule over many, and fliall

divide the land for gain. And at the time
of the end fliall the king of the fouth

pufli at him : and the king of the north
fliall come againfl: him hke a whirlwind,,

with chariots, and with horfemen, and
with many fliips; and he fliall enter in-

to the countries, and fliall overflow and
pafs over. He fliall enter alfo into the

glorious land, and many countries fliall

VOL. II. F be
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be overthrown : but thefe fliall efcape

out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab,

and the chief of the children of Ammon,

He Ihall ftretch forth his hand alfo upon

the countries: and the land of Egypt

Ihall not efcape. But he fhall have

power over the treafures of gold and of

filver, and. over all the precious things

of Egypt : and the Libyans and the

Ethiopians fhall be at his fleps. But

tidings out of the eaft and out of the

north {hall trouble hinl^: therefore he

fliall go forth with great fury to deftroy,

and utterly to make away many. And

he fliall plant his tabernacles of his pa-

laces between the.feas, in the glorious

holy mountain; yet he fhall come to

his end, and none fliall help him."

^' And at that time fliall Michael fl:and

up, the great prince w,hich fliandeth for

the children of thy people : and there

fliall be a time of trouble, fuch as never

was fmce there was a nation even to that

fame time : and at that time thy people

- fliall
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fliall be delivered, every one that fliall

be found written in the book. And
many of them that fleep in the duft of
the earth fliall awake, fome to everlafl-

ing life, and fome to lliame and ever-
lafling contempt. And they that be
wife fliall fliine as the brightnefs of the
firmament

; and they that turn many to
righteoufnefs, as the ftars for ever and
ever." The application of this Prophecy
to the P^/»^/ Antichrifl:—to the conquefl:s
of the Saracen king of the fouth, and
the Turkifli king of the north, over the
holy land and many other countries
the efcape of Arabia, and the fubjedion
of Egypt and Barbary have been clearly,

I had almofl: faid indifpitably, eftabliflied

by many learned Commentators. But
how far- this Prophecy may be con-
fidered-as a double type of Antichrifl:,

and how mudi may be fuppofed to be
yet future, are quefl:ions that can only be
decided by a careful comparifon with
other Prophecies refpeding the fame pe^
nod, and by the courfe of events which

^' 2 lime
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time fhall bring to light. Mr. Wintle's

tranflatlon gives a more clear view of

what I confider as the -primary objedt of

this Prophecy, than the common one; I

fhall therefore beg leave to ftate it, with

a few obfervations conneded with the

leading ideas of this chapter.

*' For ftilU for an appointed timCy a

(or the) king fliall even ad according to

his will, and (hall exalt himfelf and mag-

nify himfelf above every god, and againft

the God of gods fhall he fpeak marvel-

lously, and (hall profper until the com-

pletion of the indignation : for the de-

cifion is made." ^

This " king" is conflantly allowed to

mean Antichrift, who (hall poffefs him-

felf of the Roman power of which the

angel has been fpeaking, and alTume de-

fpotic authority both in civil and reli-

gions matters, and fliall occafionally ex-

alt himfelf above all lazvs human and di-

vine. Yet it fliall profper //// the in-

dignation
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dignationjioall be completed ', that is, pro-

bably till the days of vengeance a-

gainfl the Jews fhall be accompliihed^,"

" and the fulnefs of the Gentiles (hall

be come in ;" for //// then " the witneiics

are to prophefy in fackcloth," or the

church is to remain in a ftate of fuffer-

ing and trial.
—** Alfo to the gods of his

fathers fhall he not attend." This power,

though not a faithful worlhipper of the

true God, fhall pay no attention to the

polytheifm of his Roman anccflors—he

fhall not attend either, to the eftablifhed

Chriftian religion, but fliall corrupt it

with his own vitiated mixtures}—" nor

to the defire of women, nor to any god

fhall he attend, but fhall magnify him-

felf above all." '* The defire of women"
is interpreted by Mr. Mede and Bifhop

Newton, as relating to the conjugal

flate, or the defire or affedtion for wives;

and feems to be placed in this defcrip-

tion of Antichrifb, not merely as a ftrik-

ing feature of Monkifh and Papal infli'

^ Wintle and Mede.

F 3 tutions,
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tutions, but to dijlingtiiflo this power

from the Mahometan horn defcribed in

the former vifion.—A difregard to the

holy infhitution of marriage is indeed

ftrikingly applicable to both Popery and

Inhdehty—but not to Mahometanifm,

where it is held in high eftimation, ac-

cording to antient cufhoms and eaftern

manners—" Yet near to God in his feat

fhail he honour Mahuzzim [or God's

protedlors] even near the God whom his

FATHERS [the antient Romans] knew
not, fliall he do honour, with gold and

with filver, and with precious ftones, and

with the mofl: defirable things. And he

fhall provide for fortrejjes of Mahuzziniy

together with God, whom he fhall cer^

tainly honoury and caufe them to have

dominion over many ; for the land will

he diftribute at a price." For. the ap-

plication of this moft accurate defcrip-

tion of the Papal power of Antichrift, I

refer the Reader to the following Chap-

ter upon that fubjecl.—'' But at the time

of the end, a king of the fouth fliall pufli

at
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at him ; alfo a king of the north fliall

tempefluoully rufli upon him with cha-

riots and with horfcmen, and with a

large fleet, and Ihall enter into the

countries, and AkiU overflow and pafs

through. He fliall enter alfo into the

land of glory, and though many Ihall be

ruined, there fhall efcape out of his

hand Edom, and Moab, and the chief of

the Ammonites. Yet when he Oiall ex-

tend his power over the countries, the

land of Egypt fhall not efcape ; but he

fliall have dominion over the treafures

of gold and of filver, and over all the

defirable things of Egypt ; and the Li-

byans and Ethiopians Ihall be in his

fleps. But rumours (liall diflurb him

from the eaft, and from the north

;

therefore he Ihall go forth in great fury

to deflroy and devote to utter perdi-

tion manv. And he iliall fix the tents

of his pavilion between the feas in the

mountain of the glory of holinefs -, yet,

he Ihall come to his end, and no one

fiiall help him. Moreover at that time

F 4 fliall
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fhall rife up Michael, the great prince

that flandeth up for the children of thy

people ; then fhall there be a time of

trouble, fuch as never was iince the

exiflence of a nation until this time

;

and in this time fhall ibe peop/e Q^c^pQ^,

every one that is found written in the

book. Then multitudes that ileep in

the duft of the ground fhall awake, fome

to life everlafting, and others to re-

proaches, to confufion everlafting. And
thofe that have wifely inftruded fhall

fliine like the fplendor of the firmament,

and thofe that have made many righ-

teous, like the ftars for ever and ever.

But thou, Daniel, clofe the words, and

feal up the book, until the time of the

' By this paiTage I apprehend is meant, not

only the return of the Jews from their difperfion,

but the " efcape" of the holy people of God, not

only Jews, but Gentile Chriftiansj according to

many palTages in Scripture relative to that time,

which indicate that at this time of peciiUar judg-

menty the good fhall be dlfthiguifu'ed 'from the

wicked. See our Lord's prediclions and revela-

tions, &c.

end:
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end : when many fhall have fearched di-

ligently, and knowledge^ fhall be in-

creafcd.'* The accomplifliment which

the former part of this Prophecy has re-

ceived in the conquefls of the Maho-
metan power, is confefTedly accurate

—

but much remains to be fulfilled ; and

many reafons might be produced to au-

thorize the conjedure, that even that

part of the Prophecy will hereafter re-

ceive a more fiUl and perfect accom-

pliihment.—The change is fo abrupt,

that it is yet difficult to decide, whether

by *' He Ihall enter alfo into the land of

glory,'* be meant '• the king of the

north" [the Turks in particular], or '' the

king" firfl mentioned, that is, the fozver

of Aniichrift, which is the principal JiibjcEi

of the Prophecy in anotherform^

,

—Of one

thing

^ Dr. Doddrige remarks, in his note on our

Lord's Prophecy, " Jerufalem fhall be trodden down,
till the time of the Gentiles be fuliilled," that "the
time of the Gentiles," means " the time when they

fhall be viftcd, ?,xiC!i pumj}:c(^;' and this accords with

the time of the reign of Aniiohrill. Pie fartlicr

F J obfervcs.
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tiling however we are certain, that the

" end" of this king^ whether Mahometan,

or Infidel, is to be exadly fimilar to the

end of the Grecian little horn, and the

horn oi \\\t fourth beafl: in the former vi-

fions ; '' yet he fhall come to his end, and

none fhall help him." We may likewife

prefume, that the end of this king fhall

take place at the fariie time with that of

thefe little horns, and with the recal of

the Jews from their difperfion, which is

mentioned according to the angel's pro-

mife to inform Daniel "*what iliould

befal his people /;/ the latter days^

The conjedlure therefore that thefe

are all branches of the s.ame power, that

obferves, " Thus the Turks, or fome other Antl-

chriftian Power, may continue poffeffed of the H0I7

Land till the reftoration of the Jews : for' we can

hardly fuppofe their way to it fhould then be

opened by the Conqueft of a Chriji'jaii power." Of
one thing however we are certain, that the " end"

of thh " Kirg,'' whether Mahometan or Infidel, is

to be exaflly fimilar to the end of the Grecian lit-

tle horn, &:c.

muft
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mud together die. when their root is de-

ftroyed, is thus far confirmed.

'The Infidel Power ^ third Branch or

Form of Antichrijl JJje-wu to be predialed

by Daniel,

I fliall now take leave to fuppofe that

I have ihewn the Mahometan as well as

the Papal Antichrift to be clearly de-

picled in the Prophecies of Daniel.—It

remains to be examined whether the

Infidel Antichrift was not as accurate-

ly drawn in the picture, though un-

obferved till the ftrong re£le6led light

thrown upon it by recent events brought

out the lines. The objects firft in chro-

nological order were firft prefented to

our vie\t\ And that this fketch of

the Infidel power, which we Ihall find

was afterwards more minutely finifhed,

was net intended to be difcovered till

•ear the time of the end—the time for

Its appearance is, I think, evident frona

F 6 the
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the injunflion of the angelic meflen-

ger. "But thou, O Daniel, (hut up
the words, and feal the book, even to

the time of the end"—'then "many fhall

run to and fro ; and knowledge Jhall in-

creafe,"—And when Daniel " heard" the

declaration of the angel concerning " the

time of the end of thefe wonders, but

underftood not," and afked for an ex-

planation, he was anfwered, " Go thy

way, Daniel : for the words are clofed up

and Jealed till the time of the end. Many
fhall \theii\ be purified arid made wdiite

and tried : but the wicked fhall do

wickedly : and none of the wicked fhall

underftand, but the wife fliall under-

ftand"—or as Wintle renders this paf-

fage, " But though none of the wick-

ed will attend^ thofe of underftanding

Jhall attend'' How far the prefent cir-

cumflances of the world indicate tHe ar-

rival of this promifed period of increaf-

ing knowledge of the Prophetic writings,

it well becomes each in his generation

to confider.
|

. The •
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The Reader will recolledt, that when
confidering the vifion cf the beafts, and

the Httle horn which aroie among or after

the ten horns, it was obferved that this

Tifion probably contained a defeription

of the whole of Antichrift, The diilindl

pidures which we have fince feen of the

Mahometan and Papal Forms of this

power, appear to confirm this idea.

And when we refledl upon the fuperior

folemnity of the conchifion of this firft

vifion, it will, I think, feem probable,

-

that in this general defeription, the laji

of the forms it was to aflume would be

the mofi particularly noticed, if any were

particularized above the reft. We (hall

find, I think, upon examination, that

this was really the cafe "*. It has already

been

™ "Whether the ten horns of the beaft are literally .

ten kingdoms, orwjiether the number ten fignifies

only that the Roman Empire was to be broken into

viany parts, and that during the exiflence of thefe

numerous kingdoms the little horn fhould arife, is a

que ftion
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been flated, that thefe ten kingdoms do

not appear to necejfarily belong to the

wejiern divifion of the empire ; and it

feems clear that this broken form is to re-

main till " the judgment is fet." We
are therefore at liberty to fuppofe, that

this little horn, which is Antichrift, re-

prefents both the Mahometan power in

the Eqft^ and the Papal power in the

JVefi ; which were in fa61; raifed up nearly-

together : and if the defcription of this

horn be found fairly applicable to an-

other power wdiich was to arife after-

wards, within the bounds of the antient Ro-

man Empire (as we gather from the con-

iideration of other Prophecies), we may as

naturally^ conclude that it was defigned

to reprefent that power alfo. If this be

qiieftion not eafy to decide.—The fuppofitlon of

the indefinite number would remove a difficulty

generally felt by all E-xpofitors; but, as Archbilhop

Seeker^ obferves, " it doth not appear that any of

the numbers in Daniel mean uncertainty;" and

therefore it muftbe admitted with caution.

granted.
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granted, and furely it can hardly be de-

nied, the different opinions of Commen-
tators refpecling this little horn, fo far

from being difcordant, will be found in

unifon ; and more loudly found the har-

mony of Prophetic truth.

Thofe who fee the Mahometan power

in *' the little horn," which arofe from

the fourth beaft, generally fuppofe Egypt,

Afia, and Greece, to be '* the three horns

plucked up by the roots before it.'* Bi-

iliop Newton ", in his application of this

Prophecy to the Papal power, confiders

them to be the exarchate of Ravenna,

the kingdom of Lombardy, and the

ftate of Rome ; and obferves°, that the

Pope hath in a manner pointed himfelf

out for the perfon defcribed, by wearing

the triple'crown."—We can at preftnt

form no' opinion concerning the three

horns which are to be eradicated by the

" Note, DiiT. 14.

* Newton, vol. i. p. 48
"J.

Infidel
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Infidel power ; whether abfolutely king-

doms be meant, or whether independent

Jiates may be confidered as a fufficient

explanation—but pofterity may be ena-

bled to decide upon this fubjecft per-

haps more clearly than the partial fulfil-

ment of this Prophecy has hitherto ena-

bled us to do, refpedling the conquefls

of the Mahometan and Papal powers.

In order to fhew that the application

of this Prophecy to the Infidel power of

Antichrift, fo far from doing any violence

to received interpretation^ does in fadl more

fully exemplify, more accurately accord

with it ; in all fuch circumftances as the

fhort time that has elapfed fince its de-

velopement will allow us to difcern, I

fhall fhortly ftate Bifhop Newton's expla-

nation, as he refers the defcription to the

Papal poWer^.—" And behold, in this

horn were eyes like the eyes of a man,

P NewtoHj vol. i. p. 487.

and
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and a mouth fpeaking great things'*

—

** Tlie eyes of a man denote his amning

andforeftght, his looking out and watching

all opportunities to promote his own in-

tereft"—the perfpicacity and cunning of

this power, who is penetrating in myjlerions

craft"^. "He had a mouth fpeaking

very great things"—*« thundering out his

hulls and anathemas—excommunicating
princes, andabfolvingfubjecfls from their

obedience."—«< His look was more fioui;

than his fellows"

—

''his ajjumedJuperiority

over his fellow Bilhops, and Kings, and
Emperors"—*' And he fhall fpeak great

words againjl the mofl High" (or, as

Symmachus renders it, ''as the moft
High," which is as appropriate to the

Papacy, as againft is to Infidelity)

—

"Jet-
ting up himfelf above all laws divine and
human

'y arrogating to himfelf godlike

attributes, and titles of holinefs and
infallibility, exacllng obedience to his or-

dinances and decrees, in preference to, and
in open violation of reafony and Scripture^

1 Wintle; &c.



Injulting men^ and blajpheming God."^^—^

" And he fhall wear out the faints of

the mod High"—" by zvars and maf-

/acres, and inquijitions -, perfecuting and

dejlroying the faithful fervants' of- Jejus,

and the true worfhippers of God, who
proteft againft his innovations, and re-

fufe to comply with the idolatry prac-

tifed in the Church of Rome"

—

And he

fhall think to change times and laws—'

*' appointing- fafts and feafts, canonizing

faints, granting pardons for fins, infti-

tuting new rhodes of worfhip, impoling

new articles of faith, enjoining new rules

of practice, and reverfing at pleafure the

lazvs both of God and man'^

And now let the unbiaiTed Reader

judge, whether this defcription of the lit-

tle horn of the fourth beafh be not more

firikingly applicable to the Infidel power,

which we- have feen arife in France, than

even to the Papacy of Rome p.—If St.

P This fubje6l will be more fully examined iii

the fourth Chapter of this Volume.,

PauFs
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Paul's dcfcription of '' the Man of Sin"
be found equally applicable (and that it

IS, has been fatisfadorily (hewn by Mr.
Jones'*)—if the fecond beaft in the Reve-
lation, which has hitherto baffled enquiry,
appears from examination to be the ex-
a5l, and as it were the appropriate type of
this fame recently-rifen power—a power
which the antient Prophets and the A-
poftles of our Lord repeatedly declare
was to arife " in the latter time ofthe
time appointed for indignation''''—/;; the

latter times, in the lafi days—\ve cannot
furely require more evidence of the jufl-

nefs of the application—We (hall be no
longer '' Ihaken in mind" at the pro-
grefs of fuch amazing wickednefs, when

1 In two Sermons printed in 1794, and 1795,
at the defire ofnumbers who were llruck with the
truth of the ^•plication.

' Even if we date the hcg'mmng of thefe days of
vengeance from the deftruaion of Jerufalem, the
Papal and Mahometan powers, which arofe together
about the year 600, or 7 50, cannot be confidered

as comfctdy fulfilling this Prophetic intimation.

we
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we fee that it is fulfilling the " fure

word of Prophecy," and " underftand

what is to be the end thereof."

m*t

^be general Opinion concerning the second

Beast in the Revelations^ confidered to

be erroneous.

It muft be confeffed, that the nu-

merous interpretations concerning the

fecond beaft mentioned in the Reve-

lations of St. John, are neither compa-

tible with each other, or fatisfadory in

their application.—And this acknow-

ledgment very confiderably ftrengthens

the opinion, that this hieroglyphic crea-

ture delineates a Poiver as diftind from

Popery, as Popery is from Mahometan-

ifm, but which Power had not a vifible

exiftence when moft of thefe interpre-

tations were written. According to the

;

mode of explanation moft commonly

. adopted,

,
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adopted, there appears a degree of repC"

tition in the Prophecy, and a defcription

of the fame thing in different words, and

in different ways, which wc do not feem

authorized to conclude is really the truth.

—For it fhould be obferved, that lo de-

fcribe the fame appearance of a power in

various ways, is totally different from de-

fcribing the fame power as appearing un-

der different forms ^ at different periods of

time. " The Pope and his Clergy," for

example, is furely only the Papal Tower

fixed at Rome'. " The Greek Church,"

which was once Sir Ifaac Newton's idea,

cannot be a right application, becaufe it

feparated from Rome before that city

became the feat of the Papal Empire.

The frjl bead is confidered by Daubuz,

as denoting the Antichrift^an civil pow-

ers which were to be within ihe Ro-

man Empire, during the fccohd period

of the church ; and the fecond bead as

denoting the Antichrillian eccUfiaftical

^ See Mede, Whiflon, Newton, ^\'aple, &c.

powers
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powers during the fame fpace of time 3

and therefore he fuppofes the *' two

horns" to be the lines of the Bifhops of

Rome and of Confhantinople.— Low-

man confiders the fecond beafh to be

" the. Holy Roman Empire" eftablilTied

in Germany. Vitringa regards it as the

Inquifition, and the Dominican and

Francifcan orders of Monks.—Bifliop

Newton, Whifhon, Pyle, Bifliop Hurd,

and Dr. S. Clarke, conllder the firfh as

the " fecular beaft," or the Civil poiver of

the Papal Empire of Rome, ading not

only at Rome^ but by its ten horns, or

ten kingdoms, which were formed after

'the firfb Empire was broken by the

northern nations ; and they fuppofe the

fecond beafh to be the Eccleftaftical -po^QX

of Rome.

There are indeed many objedlions

to thefe interpretations, befides fame-

Viejs in the be.afhs, and repetition of re-

prefentation.—The firji beafi: of the

Revelations, and the little horn of Da-

niel,
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niel, are generally allowed to mean the

fame power, whatever that power may-

be.—Now if on/y the civil power be de-

fignatcd, in what was the Antichriftian

horn clivers from the other ten horns ?

Four horns, or heads, arofe out of the

Grecian kingdom, two of which foon

fubjedted the two others.-r-There is no-

thing therefore remarkable in the coming

lip of the little horn ; it is either the

kind of horn that is extraordinary, or

the circwhfiances under which it arijes.

We are told ^ '* All the world wondered

after the" [firji^ or what is termed by

Newton and other Commentators, the

fecidar) " beaft."—The world was too

much accufhomed to Aliatic and Roman
defpots, to wonder at civil tyranny. It

furely mud have been its monflrous co-

alition with epifcopacy—its being "-feat-

ed in the temple of God, fhewing him-r

f^if as God, ^d fpeaking great things

and blafphemies"

—

P^'cfejfing the religion

^ Rev. xili,

of
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tf the Lamb, and yet perfecutinghis faith-

ful fervants, which excited fo much afto-

nifhment,—*' The mouth that was given

unto this beaft, (peaking blafphemies,

and the power to make war with all the

faints and to overcome them," defignates

the perfecuting fpirit and power of Eccle-

ftajlical Rome in this firfl general de-

fcription ; but when the beaft appears

again", with the woman (or " the great

city," as this fymbol is explained by the

^ngel) fitting upon it, thefe marks of the

beaft are omitted, and, the woman is

defcribed as " arrayed in purple, and

drunken with the blood of the faints

and martyrs."—And it cannot, I think,

be eafily fuppofed, that the woman and

the fecond beaft reprefent thefamepower

^

which by implication they muft do ac-

cording to thefe interpretations of its

meaning.—We fee then the union of the

civil and the ecclefiaftical power of the

Church of Rome, both in the httle

" Rev. xvii.

horn
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horn of Daniel % and in the (irft bead

of the Revelations.—We may obfen-e

too, that the Dragon^ the emblem of

Pagan Rome, " gave his power to this

beaft," which I conceive to reprefent

the jundlion of idolatry with civil and

religious tyranny^ and this muft indeed

feem wonderful in a profeflTedly Chriftian

Church.

Another rcafon for believing the fe-

cond beaft in the Revelations a Power

dijTin5l from the firfl, is, that there arc

many paflages in the Apofble's defcrip-

tion of ^' the perilous times in the lafi

.^/jvj," which can hardly be applied to the

Ta-pal or the Mahometan Antichrift, and

certainly not to Civil tyranny unconnec-

ted with religion."

•

- It^ is remarkable, that in the firfl

Epiftle to Timothy, St. Paul's predic-

* And particularly in the Roman " king."

VOL. II. G tion
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tion relative to " the latter times^^ applies

In every particular to the Papal Anti-

chrifl—And that in the fecond Epiflle

he fays, '* This know alfo, that in the

lajl days perilous times fhall come, for

men fliall be^, &c." In the application

of thefe words to a later period of time,

we are authorized by the opinion of a

mofl profound and fagacious interpreter

of Scripture. It is obferved by Jofeph

Mede"", " that the lall times, hmply and

in general, are the times of Chriflianity

;

the laft times in fpecial and comparatively,

or the latter times of the lafh tiipes, are

the times of the apoflafy under Anti-

chrift."—And we have, I think, clearly

feen that " the latter end of the days of

vengeance," which are " the times of

the apoftafy under Antichrift," are oc-

cafionally exprefsly diftinguijhed. The fe-

y See 2 Tim. ill. and. the four firft verges of the

fourth chapter, qtioted page 5,

* Mede's Works, p. 804.

cond
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cond and third chapters of the fecond

of Peter, and the Epiftle of St. Judes
do certainly belong as little to the Papal

power of Antichrift.—But do we know
of no Power in thefe prefent days^ to

which this defcription will mod accu-

rately apply ? Is it poflible to draw a

more exa6l picture of apostate Infi-

delity, united with democratic Ty-
ranny? And if upon examination, we
find any corrcfponding marks of this

dreadful power in the fecond beaft of

the Revelations, having already {<ttvi

them in the Prophecy of Daniel, will

not this agreement add fo much weight

to the feparate tefbimony of each, as al-

together to be nearly demonftrative evi-

dence to the truth of the opinion and

the juflnefs of the application ?

But 'though, from the various circum-

fiances already flated, we cannot be fur-

' See page i6—33.

G 2 prized
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prized that mofl of the learned Com-
mentators have failed in their attempts

to explain a Prophecy refpedting events

which to them were veiled by futurity,

we have the authority o^ fome, who, ei-

ther unfettered by fimilar prejudices, or

endowed with fuperior fagacity, formed

conjectures concerning the fecond beaft,

which at once excite our admiration,

and confirm the opinion which is now
offered to the confideration of the pub-

lick.—The Bifl:iop of Meaux and the

learned Grotius approached more nearly

to the truth than has been ufually ima-

gined, when they fuppofed the fecond

beaft to denote philosophy, " falfely

fo called."—Dr. Hartley, in the con-

clufion of his Obfervations on Man,con-

fiders ''Infidelity as the Beaft."—It

§ alfo his opinion, that when the world

fliall be arrived at a certain degree of

depravity y it will then, be prepared for

" the times of defolation.'"—Sir Ifaac New-

ton, and Dr, Clarke, interpreted " the

reign
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reign of the Beaft" to be " the open

AVOWAL OF Infidelity"—-They far-

ther conjedured, that *' the ftate of reh-

gion in France, and the manners of the

age, combined with the Divine Oracles

to announce the approaching reign of the

BeaJT'—And they confidered it as pro-

bable, that the Ecclefiaftical Conftitu-

tion of France would foon be Tubvert-

ed, and that the ftandard of Infidelity

would be firft fet up there^S' And they

^ See the conclufion of Hartley's Obfervations

on Man, publiflied by G. Nicol—Whifton's Life,

and Clarke's Works.—The conje6lure formed by

Mr. Fleming concerning the deftn.i(Slion of the

French Monarchy under the fourth vial, before, or

about the year 1 794, printed nearly a hundred

years ago, remarkably coincides with this conclu-

fion—with recent fa<5ls—and with the general idea

of the Pjophetic writings contained in this chap-

ter. Lownian, Bilbop Newton, and feveral others

have looked to France as the fcene of fome great

change, or fome dreadful event that would parti-

cularly affedl the church of God.

G 3 fup-
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fuppofed Rev. xi. 7. to relate to this

important ^ra in the Chriflian world.

" And when they^ [the two witnef-

fes] fhall have finifhed their teflimony,

[or fhal] h^fini/hing, or be about lo Jini/I?y

their teflimony—and they were to prp-

phefy the fame number of years as the

firfi beaft, that is, 1260] the beafl that

afcendeth [that is, ajcendeth^ or is afcend-

ing AT THE TIME that the witneffes are

finijhing their teflimony] out of the bot-

* Whether Fleming's opinion rerpe6ling " the

wltnefles" be equally well founded with his con-

jefture relative to France, muft remain a queftion.

He fuppofes " the witneifes were ilain" immedi-

ately before the Reformation, and " afcended up

to the heaven of reft and fecurity when the Pro-

teftant Churches were eftablilhed." This opinion,

with which Bifhop Newton and many other learn-

ed Commentators concur, is very confolatory at this

period of general attack ; but I confefs it appears

to me to be attended with too many difficulties to

\t adopted with confidence.

tomlefs
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tomlefs pit, fhall make war againft them,

and lliall overcome and kill them."—It

will appear evident that the beaft thus

defcribed is the fame with the fecond

beaft of the thirteenth chapter of Reve-

lations which *' afcendeth out of the

earthy' when we confider the numerous

palfages in Scripture which indicate that

** the bot tomlefs pit" does not mean the

fame as the fea. And this point will be

found to throw confiderable light upon

the fubjedl as we proceed in our endea-

vours to inveftigate it.

ne Infidel Power of Antichrij} fhewn

to be predided alfo in the Revelations,

It is confidered as an eftablilhed point,

that the beaft with feven heads and tQn

horns, and the woman upon whofe fore-

G 4 head
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head was written, " Myflery, Babylon

the great, the mother of harlots, and

abominations of the" earth," denote the

Papal Antichrift, whofe feat is Rome,
and that the duration of this Antichrif-

tian Power was to be 1260 years.—The
difficulty has been to underiland the

meaning of " the bead which comes up
out of the earth—had two horns like a

lamb, and fpake as a. dragon, exercifeth

all the power of the firft beaft before

him, and caufeth the earth and them

that dwell therein to woril^ip the firfl

beafi: whofe deadly wound was healed,"

—deceiveth many by means of miracles

[wonders'] which he had power to do in

the fight of the beaft, faying to them

that dwell in the earth, that they fhould

make an image to the beaft which had

the wound • by a fword and did liyc

—

and had power to give life mnto the

image of the beaft ; that, the image of

the beafl ihould both fpeak, and caufe

that
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that as many as would not worfliip the

image of the beaft, fhould be killed;

and he caufed all, both imall and great,

rich and poor, free and bond, to receive

a mark in their right hand, or in their

foreheads, and that no man might buy

or fell, fave he that had the mark, or

name of the beaft, or the number of his

name. Here is wifdom. Let him that

hath underftanding count the number

.of the beaft. For It is the number of a

man ; and his number is fix hundred

threefcore and fix^.'*

The firft beaft arofe out of they?^^

^ Various have been the conje6lures concerning

this myftical number

—

V'lcatius Filii Dei, a title

which the Popes have aflumed to themfelves, and

caufed to be infcribed over the door of the Vatican

exactly rrjakes 666, when decyphered according to

the. numeral fjgnification of its confiituent letters.

Late'mos (ihe word mentioned by Irenijeus), Ro-

jniitb, and Ludovicus, each contains the fame num-
ber. See Pyle on the Revelations, p. 103. and

Fleming, p. 140.

G 5 that
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that is, in prophetical language, out of,

or during^ violent commotions, wars and

tumults, or times of violence and trou-

bles.—The fecond beaft arifes out of

the earthy that is, according to general

interpretation, exadtly the reverfe of the

firfl defcription

—

rifing gradually in times

of calm and quiet, like a plant out of

the earth, which eftablifhes itfelf imper-

ceptibly by a thoufand roots, before it

fl:iews its head, and Jihntly attains its

deftined height and ftrength—Thisbeafl

has " two horns like a lamb." Horns are

the acknowledged fymbols of ftrength

or power—the firft beaft has itn horns,

which are explained by the angel to be

ten kingdoms which gave their power to

the beaft, and thus increafed his civil

power.

But the horns of the fecond beaft are

of a peculiar kind^ they are " like a lamb,

or the lamb," which fymbol throughout

the Revelations reprefents Chrift—It \%

this
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this which has efpecially led to the opi-

nion that the fecond bead is the Eccle-

fiaftical power of Rome, becaufc thefe

horns muft denote fomeihing which feems

to be Hke Chriftianity—they are not

faid to be the horns of a Iamb, but like^

01 rejembling^ the horns of a lamb,

" He fpeaks (however) as"" in the

fame manner with '* a dragorty or ihe dra-

gonr As words proceed from the heart,

or foul, or mind, which are truly the

man, the real nature of this perfonage is

thus declared in very plain terms, and

fo are the arts by which he fliall obtain-

and fupport his power.

It appears then, that this fecond bead

is not to wear the form of civil tvranny,

but is to derive his power or ftrength

from its femblance to the religion of

Chriil, or the Lamb; by which it will

deceive maiiy (who are elfewhere faid to

be under the influence of *' flrong delu-

G 6 fion,
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fjon, and to believe a lie"), and will

thus gain pofTeflion of public opinion,

though this ** reducing form of godli-

nefs" breathes in reality " the dodlrine

of devils."—It is ufualiy underfliood that

this fecond bead is called^ " the falfe

Prophety' or Tencher^ which was taken

with the (firft).beail:,—and^ "the bead

that arifeth out of the bottomlefs pit"

(or " hell, in which the dragon is after-

wards bound") " and that maketh war

againft the witnefies, overcometh and

killeth them."—This defcription agrees

perfectly with that of his rifing out of

the earthy but (unlefs the pit and the

fea mean the fame, which I think they

cannot mean) not with that of the bead

which rifeth out of the fea.—It agrees

alfo with the power of the fecor.d beaft

to give power to the image of the iirfb

bead, to canfe that as many as w-buld

not worfliip the image of the bead fhould

^ Rcv.xix, 20. s Rev. xi. 7.

. be
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be killed.'*—This fecond bead did nof

appear to make the image of the firfb

beaft himfelf, but he caufed them that

dwell in the earth to make it : having

lirft deceived them into obedience to his

will by means of the miracles or zvonders,

which he had power to do in the fight

of the firft beaft; that is, before the ex-

piration of the 1260 years, or within his

kingdom.—And fo abfolute and uni-

verfal was his Ivvay, that " fmall and

great, rich and poor, bond and free,"

*' zvere deprived of all commerce with mcUy

and civil privileges of life^ if they did not

in fome way or other make profeffion of obe-

dience to his conjlitutions and dea'ees^^^'' and

adopt fome fign, or wear fome mark de-

noting their enrolment into the fervice

of the beaft and his image, by which

they are^ themfelves formed into an afjo-

ciation pr fraternity.—And all men are

confidered and *' treated as zvorthv of

^ Lowman, p. 190. but applied by him to the

Pope.

deaths
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death, who refnfe an entire fuhmiffiony in

any particular, to thefe decrees^T The fc-

cond be aft, and the image to which he

gives life, are then persecuting powers.

This fecond beaft *' exercifeth all the

power of the firft- beaft," that is, his ty-

ranny extends over the minds as well as

the bodies of men—their fpiritual as well

as their temporal interefts—their religious

as well as their civil liberties—he was
** to make war with the faints and ta

overcome them, and to have power over

all kindreds, and tongues, and nations/'

Daubuz obferves, that '' the powers

conftituting the firft beaft, or Papal

Rome, carried on the fame defign again ft

true religion, though in another form, as

the dragon did when the empire was Pa-

gan'." " It was the dragon who gave

power to the firft beaft who fpake great

things and blafphemies •, and all that

dwell on the earth worfhipped the dra-

^ Lowman, p. 190.

gon
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gon and the bead, except thofe whofc

names are written in the book of life ot

the Lamb ilain from the foundation of

the world." And the fecond beafl has

alio the power of the dragon^ whofe fpi-

rit diEiates his words, or dodtrines and

commands—but this connexion, the real

origin of his power, is now more con-

cealed from the world, who are not fo

much fiibdued, as deceived into fub-

je6lion ; for it is to be remarked, that

this fecond beaft has no marks whatever

of civil power—The counterfeit likenefs

to the Lamb feduces them at iirft to

believe that his power is from heaven,

*' becaufe of the wonders that he doth

in their fight," to expecl from him uni-

verfal happinefs, and by degrees to fol-

low his orders implicitly, however con-

tradi<5lory to his pretenfions to true mora-

lity^ truth, and genuine religion (which in-

deed muft ever include moral virtue) till

they are led '' to make an image by his

diredion," which fliall punifli their cre-

dulity
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dullty and wickednefs by the moft cruel

and exceflive tyranny, while it is held up

to them as the idol of their affe5iions,

or their zvorfhip-, and to which, by a

ftrange infatuation, they continue to yield

a willing obedience, notwithftanding the

miferies it creates. " They blafphemed

the name of God, which hath power

over thefe plagues ; and repented not,

to give him glory'."

This image is made to refemble the Jirji

beaft, but it is wholly unconnected with

it, except as they both belong to An-
tichrifl:—It is ih€ fecond v^hich gives it

life, and dire51s its operations—It is called

the image of the firft beaft—which fig-

nifies the fame union of tyranny, blaf-

phemy, and idolatry, openly exerted-,

which it is to be obferved, the fecond

beaft does not avozv, or appear to" exert

or maintain, hut fecretly produces and itp-

holds in the image which he caufed to be

* Rev. xvi, 9.

made.
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made. The form of the firft beaH:, it

ihould be remarked, was made up of

the four beafts that reprefented to Da-

niel the four great empires of the earth

;

but there is fome change in the order in

which they are mentioned—It is not

impcjpble but this order may be in future

found applicable to the courfe of its eon-

qiiejts over the kingdoms they original-

ly reprefented ; for the fecond beaft is

to have power over all kindreds, and

tongues, and nations, " by ?neans of the

image made like the firfh.—We may
then fuppofe that the Image has (t\tn

heads with the name of blafphemy, and

ten horns with crowns upon them"—the

fcven heads are explained by the angel to

reprefent the Roman Empire, and /br;;?! of

government^—the ten horns with crowns,

the ten kmgdoms into which the empire

was broken \ and the crowns ten kings

over them whidi were " to receive pow-

^ See note, p. 147.

* See Dan id's Prophecy, p. 64, 58,

er
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er one hour with the beaft,*' " to give

their power to him for a time, but after-

wards to turn againft the feat of his ty-

ranny''/' It is like " unto a leopard,"

fignifying fwiftnefs, and a motley mix-

ture of people—and in Daniel's vifion

the Grecian Empire.—" Its feet are as

the feet of a bear," cruelly ftamping on

all its prey, and Handing in the former

vifion for Perjia—*' its mouth as the

mouth of a lion"—^which reprefented

Jjjyriay or Babylon—itfelf the well known
type of Antichrijiian Rome, becaufe of its

pride, blafphemy, and cruel treatment of

the fervants of God ; and which crimes

are particularly marked by the mouth of

the lion, whofe tremendous roar " mak-

eth all the beafts of the foreft to quake."

^ Nothing is here faid of the fall pf three of

thefe horns—as the little hoim appears now in its

full po'LVcr, as tie heaji', that period of its hifiory

mull be fuppofed to be paifed j and I confefs there

htmgjlill ten^ inclines me to fuppofe that ten de*^

notes 3.n indefinite number.

''It
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" It has a mouth fpeaking great things

and blarphemies, and it opens its mouth

in blafphemy againfl God, to blafpheme

his name, and his tabernacle and them

that dwell in heaven."—The deadly

wound of one of the heads of the firfl

beaft—the ten kings giving it their pow-

er for a time, and then making war

againfl it—the conqueft of the three

kingdoms mentioned by Daniel, and the

power given him by the dragon againll

the faints, are not properly defcriptive of

himfelf but circumjiances of his hijlory^

which may or may not belong to the

hifhory of the image, but with which how-

ever the hiflory of the image will in fome

refpeds probably be found to agree.

Here then in this Image, fet up by the

power of the Dragon, we find difplayed

to our view, the fame tremendous union

of civil and religious tyranny which the

firfl beafl poflefTed, fupported by th&

fa/fehood and impofiure of the fecond

bcafl
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bead who caufed it to be made by the

dupes to his artifices.—The fame blaf-

phemy againft God and his church, and

his faithful fervants—the fame defpotk

rule over the earth -in civil and religious

affairs, muj lei vifihk in this image. But

it does not neceiTarily follow that this

perfecuting power fhould adopt the fame

mode of perfecution—proceed upon the

fame principles^ or dire<51: itfeif againft the

fame perfons—It does not neceflarily fol-

low that it fliould fpeak the fame zvords

of blafphemy, or that its defpotifm fhould

wear the fame form as that which the

firffc beaft alTumed.—And indeed, I can-

not but think, that when the firfl beaft

and the image are compared with at-

tention, it will appear that a difference in

thefe refpedVs is ftrongly marked ; and

that the reign of the Image of the beaft

is yet more tremendous in its effects

upon the eternal interefts of mankind,

and even more generally oppreffive in

the exertions of its civil power.—It is

faid
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faid of the firfl bead generally^ that *' all

the world worfhipped the dragon which

gave power to- the beaft, and they wor-

iliipped the bead" alfo\—fignifying the

idolatrous fpiritual power, and the tem-

poral or fecular power united in the feat

of Rome.—But it is faid of the image

-particularly y that " as many as would not

worfhip this image, fliould be killed by

it," and that it fhould caufe all perfons

oi-every rank and condition^ which are ex-

prelsly enumerated^ either to receive a

mark, acknowledging their fubmiffion or

attachment, or to be deprived of their

civil rights and privileges.—Now it is de-

clared by an angel in the following chap-

ter, that *' if any man worfliip the beafh

and his image, and receive his mark in

his forehead, or in his hand, the fame

fhall drink of the wine of the wrath of

God, which is poured out without mix-

lure into the aip of his indignation : and

he fliall be tormented with fire and

brimilone in the prefence of the holy

angels, and in the prefence of the Lamb

:

and
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and die fmoke of their torment afcend-

eth up for ever and ever ; and they have

no reft day nor night, Who worfhip the

beaft and his image, and whofoever re-

ceiveth the mark of his name. Here

is the patience of the faints. Here are

they that keep the commandments of

God, and the faith of Jefus^."

It is worthy notice that the angel

who thus denounced the wrath of God
againft the worfhippers of the beaft and

his image, folloived two others ; the jirji

of whom " flew in the midft of heaven,

having the everlafting-Gofpel to preach

unto them that dwell on the earth, and

calling upon them to fear God and give

him glory, becaufe the hour of his judg-

ment was come/'—And the fecond of

whom declared " the fall of Babylon.''

Now the iirft of thefe angels is generally

underftood to reprefent, the preaching

of the Gofpel, which was brought forth

from its concealment at the time of the

* Rev. xiv. 9, lo, M, 12.

Reform-
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Reformation', and which certainly did

produce the fall, or decline of the power

of Babylon ; which is proclaimed by the

fecond angel.—And as it is according to

the merciful difpenfations of God*s Pro-

vidence to give his fervants warning of a

near and imminent danger, it may be

fuppofed that the third angel precedes

the time of the greateji danger, and mofl

fevere trial ; and thus the period of the

mojl tremendous tyranny of the Image, is

fixed to be after the Reformation.—It

fliould alfo be remarked, that betiveen

the defcriptions of the two beafts we
find the following call to particular at-

tention to the jufiice of. the judgments

of God in making his enemies inilru-

ments in his hand to punifh each other;

while the true church, his faithful fer-

vants, fometimes afflicted, and feme-

times proteded, wait *' with patience

and faith," to fee the accompliihment

of the myfteries of his word—for it is

in this fcnfe I underfhand thefe words.

'' If
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*< If any man have an ear to hear, let

him hear. He that- leadeth into cap-

tivity fhall go into captivity, he that

killeth with the fword, fliall be killed

by the fword. Here is the patience and

faith of the faints ^^.**

This interpretation does certainly con-

tradict the common opinion, that the

fccond beafl is to fupport and advance

the authority of the Church of Rome

;

but it mufi: be acknowledged to har-

monize with the true fpirit of Chriftia-

nity, and with the information which

Scripture and Hiflory afford us concern-

ing the moral government of the world

;

and, I think, it will be found to explain

many of the difficulties attending the

common application of this Prophecy.

—

But, it will be afked, how can this in-

terpretation be made confiftent with the

iwelfth verfe of this chapter ? " And he

^ Compare Kev. xiii. 9, 10. with Dan. xi.i. 10.

exer-
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cxercifeth all the power of the firfl: bead

before him, and caufeth all the earth,

and them that dwell therein, to worfhip

the firfl beafh whofe deadly wound was

healed/'—In anfwer to this, objection,

I beg to obferve, that the two verfes

which immediately follow this fummons

to attention, contain the whole dejcnption

of the beafl and his power in general

terms—the fucceeding verfes being an

account of the manner in which he exer-

cifeth his power, and are in fome fort,

both an amplification y and a detailed re-pe-

tition of the former defcription.—Thefe

two verfes therefore (the eleventh and

twelfth) extend from the beginning to

the end of the reign of the fecond beafl;

and, confidering a great part of this

reign as yet future^ I mufl alfo confider

it as impoffible to afcertain the precife

meaning of a Prophecy relating to that

future.—All that can be done, and in-

deed all that ought to be attempted, is,

to offer an explanation of this palfage, *

VOL, II. H and
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and a conjedlure refpedling it, which

will be found to accord with this inter-

pretation and with my general view of

the Prophecy itfelf. Thc/orm and natuye

of this beafl have been already conii-

dered ; but the Reader will pardon

fomething like repetition in Mr. Low-

man's words'^, for the fake of his au-

thority.

*' I farther beheld in my vifions an-

other appearance as of a fecond wild

beafh ri/jng out of the earth, which had

two horns like the horns of a lamb, but

his voice was like that of a dragon, to

reprefent another perfeciiting government

exercifing its authority with a fhew of

meeknefs and charity, but carrying on

the oppofition of the Devil, the old Ser-

pent, to pure religion, and promoting

idolatry by perfecution." Mr. Lowman
proceeds to paraphrafe the twelfth verfe

^ Lowman, p. 182.

thus

:
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thus ; " And this fecond perfecuthig

power had all the powers of the firfl, or

uezv revived form of Roman government^

and ufed its authority to Ipread the

power of the new Roman government,

beyond the bounds of its proper domi-

nion, fo as to oblige thefeveral nations to

yield obedience to the new authority re-

vived in the city of Rome, after it had

been fo long deprived of all authority,

and feemed to have lofl all hope of reco-

vering it."

It has alfo been already fliewn in what

manner we are to underftand the fecond

beaft is faid " to exercife all the powers

of the firfb beaft, before him "." And the

angel's explanation of the {^^t^ heads i'

will

" -Seepage 127, Sec.

P " And there are itstvi. kings, five are fallen,

and one is, and the other is not yet come 3 and

when he cometh, he mufl continue a lliort Ipace.

And the beaft that was, and is not, even he is the

H 2 eighth,
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will perhaps authorize us to fuppofe

that the worfhip, which the fecond beafi:

caufed

eighth, and is of the feven, and goeth Into per-

dition." Thefe feven kings denote the feven forms

of the Roman government—firft Kings, fecond

Confuls, third Dictators, fourth Decemvirs, fifth

Military Tribunes, fixth Emperors, feventh Gothic

Kings, and Exarchs of Ravenna, eighth Popes.—
The fixth head, which was exifting at the time of

the vifion, received '* the deadly wound" from the

hand of Odoacer in 4/ 6, when the Weftern Empire

was completely deftroyed and the government of

Rome entirely changed.—" After a reign of fixty

years the throne of the Gothic Kmgs was filled by

the Exarchs of Ravenna, the reprefentatives in

peace and war of the Emperor of the Romans.

Their jurifditlion was foon reduced to the limits

of a narrow province, but Narfes himfelf (the ge-

neral of the £^^r« Emperor Juftinian), the firft

and moft powerful of the Exarchs, adminiftered

above fifteen years the entire kingdom of Italy

Under the Exarchs of Ravenna, Rome -was de-

graded to the fecond rank." Gibbon, vol iv. p. 3 13.

^\it eighth head,was to' be of thefeventh, which was

to endure comparatively but a (hort time, and had

but little power. And we accordingly find the

conqueror of Italy, Pepin, King of France, invcfled

the
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caufed to be paid to the beafl whofc

deadly wound was healed^ alludes parti-

cularly to the image which he caufed to

be made in his form of civil tyranny.—
The feven heads reprefented feven moun-

tains (the type of Rome), and alfo (even

kings, ox forms of the Romcrn government

;

—the head which received the deadly

wound was the imperial or monarchical

form of government j and great afto-

nifhment is exprefTed that this mortal,

wound to the civil power fhould be

healed in fuch a manner, that Rome

fliould regain the polTeflion of this civil

power y raife it to a higher pitch of tyranny

than ever—exercife it in a new manner^t

and reign as the Antichriflian beafl over

the whole world.—How far this expla-

the Pope, or fovereign Pontiff of Rome, with the,

exarchate, of Havenna in "]^6—and that foon after

he became pofTeffed of the jovereignty of Rome, and

the kingdom of'Lomhardy.—Then was completed'

that union of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny which

conftitutes the reign of the Antichriflian beaft."

H 3 nation
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iiation correfponds with the hijhry of the

image—!he likenefs of the beaft—let the

Reader judge.-—I (hall however, in fup-

port of the preceding interpretation^,

beg to obferve, that of the kYtn lafl

plagues which are poured out^, there is

one^ and but one (which is poured out

upon the fun^ the emblem of France ac-

cording to the general interpretation)

which '^gives pozver to the fun to fcorch

men with fire."—The vials being filled

with zvrath, mufi torment the objeBs upon

which they are poured out ; but it is evi-

dent that the fourth vial makes the ob-

ject of its fury alfo the injirument or agent

of punifhment to others—that it is the

only one that adls in this manner—and

that this vial immediately follows a voice

from the altar, praifmg God for the

•* truth and righteoufnefs of his judg-

ments," in having judged or determined

that blood fhould be given to thofe to

' Rev. xiii. p, 10. ^ Rev. xvi.

drink.
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drink, who had flied the blood of Saints

and Prophets'. The power of the fun is,

therefore, I imagine, to be the means of

daykeeling the kingdom of the beajl^* which

is the objed; upon which \\\^ fifth vial is

poured out, and it may alfo be inftru^

mental in fome way or other, in exe-

cuting the wrath which the fixth is to

pour upon the river Euphrates^"— Its

iirft office is " to fcorch men with fire,"

and it is next to ftrike the inhabitants

of the kingdom of the beafl, " with

blindnefsy and with pains ^ 3.nd fores,'' from

its extreme heat ; alluding to the well

known effects of the fun in the hotteft

' It is to be remembered, that I confider the

ieven vials as continuing in force, though not per-

haps with equal violence, from their fucceffive be-

ginnings till the time of the end. And, I appre-

hend, that the voice from the altar refers as much
to the-fucceeding, as to the preceding judgments

of God. Many arguments might be adduced in

favour of both thefe fuppofitions.

^ This was written in the year 1797.

H 4 ' cli-
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climates.—It is exprefsly faid, that " the

men who were fcorched with great heat

by the fourth vial, blafphemed the name

of God, which hath power over thefe

plagues, and repented not of their deeds,

to give him glory," that is, did not ac-

knowledge the juftice of his judgments

—

perhaps even denied that they wereywJg--

;;/^;;/i, attributing their fufferings to mere

fecondary caufes.—It is alfo faid that

when the fifth vial was poured out,

*' they blafphemed the God of heaven,''

(indicating, I prefume, a Hill bolder

kind, or higher degree of blafphemy*)

" and repeated not of their deeds."—It

cannot therefore be doubted that this

* It was aflced by Biiliop Prideaux, about the

year 1650, "Whether Soclnlanifm and flighting

of all antiquity be not an introdu6lion to Pagan-

ifm and Atheifm ?" Introd. to Hift. p. 155. fifth

Edit. 1672. Barruel and Robifon will convince us

of the rapid progrefs made by Peifm within the

laft fifty years towards Atheifnit and *' every evil

«work."

period.
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period, during the violence of the fourth

and fifth vials, zvi// be remarkable for

GENERAL profauenefs^ and irreligion, and

depravity of hearty and corruption of

manners^ as well as for the avenging

judgments of the Almighty; and, I con-

fefs, it appears to me Httle lefs certain,

that the fourth, fifth, and fixth vials

are contemporary with the reign of the^

fecond beafi and his image—Let us now

examine farther, how far the charaEler

of that reign will agree with the cbara6ier

of thefe vials.

I confider the fecond beaft and his

image to be conne6ted juft as the dra-

gon and the firft beaft were copnedled.—

:

The idolatrous fpiritual power of the

dragon was vifibly exerted in ecclefiaf-

tical tytanny, which the world y^zz^;' unit-

ed wirh civil tyranny in the firft beaft.

—

But a great -change having taken place

in the earth before the rifing of the fe-

cond beaft—'* ^t great city having been

n 5 divided
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divided into three parts," at the Re-

formation (that is, the three Confeflions

as they are called, Roman Catholic, Lu-

theran, and Calvinift ; fee Jurieu and o-

ther Commentators) by which the power

of the firfl beaft was confiderably weak-

ened, and the minds of men emanci-

pated from the chains of ignorance and

fuperftition which had held them en-

flaved to the power of Baby/on, " which

WW came up in remembrance before

God"— the dragon raifes up another

beafl, in a form better Riited to the

ftate of the world towards the end of

the time appointed for his reign.—For

this beaft is not to continue beyond^

only until the termination of the 1260

years appointed for the dominion of

Antichrift— a great part of which

term was expired before his reign com-

menced.

I am aware it has been objeded, that

as this divifion of the great city is men-

tioned
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tioned a/ur the pouring out of the fe-

venth vial, it cannot, without violating

the order of time, be referred to the Re-

formation. But I conceive this earth-

quake to be a particular judgment upon

the great city, or the power of Rome,

rather than the effe5i of the feventh vial.

If we compare Rev. xi. 13. we fhall find

the earthquake that deilroyed the tenth

part of the city, and 7000 men, took

place during the fecond woe. For by the

fame bour^ is to be underftood the time of

thefecond woe, or, according to the eaft-

ern mode of exprefHon, '* the reign of

the angel of the fecond woe trumpet,"

alluding to an opinion, common in the

Eaft, that diiferent angels, good or bad,

were permitted to exercife authority dur-

ing different portions of the day, and

over different regions of the earth"; Now

* Our Lord; accommodating his language to

this popular opinion, fays, " This isyour hour, and

the powers of 4arknef£."

H 6 the
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the fecond woe began when the Turkifli

Empire was eflabliflied in 1005, or in

1299, and is yet in power ; and there is

nothing in this expreflion to fix this

earthquake at any particular time within

the hour^. From the context however,

or rather from the courfe of events, I

fuppofe this earthquake is to be placed

near the end of the fecond woe, and after

the earthquake which divided the city

into three parts.—The earthquake men-

tioned Rev. xi. 19. I apprehend to be

difti7iB from thefe, and to»fynchronize

with the third woe, and the feventb vial,

which is to have imiverfal power and ef-

{^di (being poured into the air, to de-

^ In like manner " the three unclean fpirits

(Rev. xvl. 13.) out of the mouths of the dragon,

the beaft, and the falfe Prophet," muft not be fup-

pofed to make their firfl appearance under the

fixth vial. They might have been at work for a

courfe of ages, but they would now unite their arts

and powers, and be peculiarly a6live juft "before

'''the great day of battle." (Rev. xix. 19.)

note
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note both its extenfive operation, and"

the utter deftrudion of the Antichril-

tian power—the air being reprefented in

Scripture, as the feat of the power and

authority of Satan), and to bring fudden

deftrudlion on all the enemies of Chrift,

when the feventh trumpet founds the

termination of the days of vengeance.

Inftead of breaking the order of time,

this idea places the earthquakes in re-

gular fuccefTion, marking the mod fhrik-

ing events in the hiftory of the church j

and it will probably be confirmed, when

we obferve further, that when the earth-

quake, which divides the city into three

parts, is mentioned, nothing is faid of the

great <:^^;/^^ made from mifery to happi-

nefs, by t\\Q fini/Jjing oi the days of wrath,

or the found of the feventh trumpet-
on the contrary, it is exprefsly declared,

" Babylon came up in remembrance be-

fore God," as if after having been fuf-

fered to purfue her career for fome time

unmolefled, fhe was now to become the

parti-
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particular objeft of punifhment, and to

receive thtjirjl " cup of the wine of the

fiercenefs of the wrath of God." This

firft earthquake I therefore iuppofe to

reprefent the time of the Reformation^ and

am inclined to place it as contemporary

with the firfl effed of the fourth vial,

poured out upon the fun, or ruling pow-

er, which was clearly the Pope^ till " his

city was divided,'' and then the king of

France, who had given him his power

and fplendour, arofe as he declined ; but

the ftorm which followed it, I conlider

as continuing to beat upon *' the men

who have the mark of the beall [or Ba-

bylon], and who worflilp his image,"

to the prefent hour.—Many of *' the

ifiands," or petty ftates in his peculiar

territory are already loft, and the moun-

tains of his ftrength are gone—The " great

hail," the ufual fymbol of the irruption of

a barbarous people, is now the plague of

thofe men, who, having the mark of the

beaft, by an extraordinary infatuation

worfhip
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worfhip the image, which is the ap-

pointed agent of its deftrudlion {for this

" hailfalls from heaven ')y and yet " blaf-

pheme the name of God, who hath pow-

er over thefe plagues." The Papal iun,

though luffering a very confiderable di-

minution of its own glory, " had power

eiven it to fcorch men with fire." Of

this the hiflory of the Reformation will

furnifh abundant evidence. The crown

of France, which had been a zealous

asent in the bufinels of malFacre and in-

tolerance— witnels St. Bartholomew's

day, and many other fcenes of blood

—

became the acknowledged Sun"^ of thepo-

litical fphere in the reign of Louis the

fourteenth, when it reached the meri-

dian of its glory. This lun did alfo

"fcorch men with fire," as the revocation

of the edict of Nantz, and the thoufand

barbarities which mark this vaunted An^

gtijlan reign, will amply teflify. But the

* See Fleming, p. 53.

dregs
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dregs of the cup of retaliation were now
to be poured out upon this devoted

kingdom—its Regal fun was blotted from

the political heavens, and a more tre-

mendous Meteor took poffeflion of the

darkened fky.—Then did the fecond

earthquake, " in which the tenth part of

the city," or one of the ten kijigdoms

"fell," convulfe the earth. For I prefume

the fecond earthquake to reprefent the

Revolution in France, and at that pe-

riod (that is, ftill under the fourth vial)

I date the commencement of the reign

of the image^ though I conceive the fifth

vial is now poured out, and conjecture

that the fixth is near''. The confe-

quences oi this earthquake will be more

generally felt, and excite more general

terror than the plagues of the firfi:, fo

that at laji the rem?iant will be affrighted,

and give glory to the God of heaven, and

thus they perhaps will find protection

^ See note, p. i^i,

from
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from the effedls of the third woe, and

the feventh vkl, which I imagine will

fall with peculiar violence ** upon them

which deftroy the earth," by the united

powers of Infidelity and Democratic ty-

ranny, or, in other words, the fecond

beaft, and the image.

Conclusion.

And now may I not afk, whether we

have not ourfelves feen a Power gra-

dually rife from its den, where it has

long been flrengthening itfelf, and from

whence it has long fent forth the fumes

of an intoxicating poifon to prepare the

world for its appearance, which exadbly

refembles this fecond beaft? Have we not

feen apostate Infidelity under the

name of Reason eftablifh its dominion

over the minds of men by its preten-

fions
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fions to a refined religion, a pure mo-

rality ? Are not the dodrines of liberty

and EQjJALiTY,dodrinesmoftperverfely

drawn from the religion of the Lamb ""^ the

HORNS of lis fafcinating power? Does it

not unite the fubtlety of the ferpent,

with the fury of the dragon ?—promife

univerfal happinefs, but lead to uni-

verfal mifery ? Has it not '' caufed them

that dwell on the earth to make an

IMAGE to (or like) the beall which had

the wound by a fword and did live ?'*

An IMAGE in the form* of the antient

Roman government, which has already

obliged many of the nations to yield obe-

dience to its new revived authority ?

—exercifeth all the civil and religious ty-

ranny of the firft beall, or the Papal

power of Antichriil, by depriving all

men of their civil and religious privi-

leges, who will not receive the mark of

"^ See Barruel and Roblfon.

union
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union with its abominable principles ?

—

who has " made war with the faints,'*

or lervants of God, and has *' overcome

many i'* and who now openly blaf-

phcmes the God of heaven ?

To what height of enormity—to what

extent of dominion—the power of this

tremendous image will be permitted to

rife, muft remain for futurity to dif-

cover.—But who will now fay it is im-

poflible, or even improbable, that the

city of Rome fhould foon become the

feat of this devailating tyrant !—fhould

foon become the feat of the Empire of

APOSTATE Infidelity, or Atheism,

as it has already been of Paganism, and

Popery; and thus render the refem-

blance between the image and the firft

bead yttmovt literally complete !—Nay,

who will dare pronounce that this moj^

dreadful Power of Antichrift, which has

arifen in the northy fliall not "plant the

taber-
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tabernacles of his palaces between the

feas, in the glorious holy mountain^?"

It is obfervable, that the duration of

the mofh wonderful form of the Papal

Antichrift is fixed at 1260 years—from

whatever time it obtained its power.

—

The conquefts of the Mahometan Anti-

chrift were alfo determined to an exadV

point—but no limits feem to be fixed

for the power or the duration of the

power of the Infidel Antichrift—If the,

reafon of this diflindion be afked, it

may perhaps be anfwered, Becaufe this

was to be the Iqft form under .which

Antichrift fhould appear—"When the

Son of man cometh, fhali he find faith

on the earth ?"—And, becaufe our Lord,

who declares he will come " fuddenly

and unexpectedly, as a thief in the

night,** will himfelf take exemplary ven-

* Dan. xi. 45.

geance
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gcance of this moft daring and mod bit-

ter enemy to his name, his religion, and

his fervants—" If judgment begin at

the houfc of God,'* alluding to the cala-

mities of his chofen people the Jews,

and the trials and corredlions of the

Chriftian Church, " what fhall the end

of ihefe wicked be ?" It is exprefsly faid

that things " ihould be hajiened towards

the end^ for the fake of the eledl/' The
JVIahometan and Papal Antichrifts have

been allowed to decline gradually before

the time of their final deftrudlion—but

the apojlate Infidel Antichrifh may per'-

haps, I had almofl faid probably, be cut

down when at the height of its con-

queft, and its glory, by iome fignal dif-

play of divine power—when the whole

of Antichrift lliall be deftroyed—the an-

cient people of God *' fliall be. deli-

vered*"—and the glorious kingdom of

Chrift iliall be eftabliihed, according to

^ Dan. xli. I.

the
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the antlent expedtation of Jews and

Chriftians, in peace, holinefs, and happl-

nefs for ever,

I have thus endeavoured to explain

fome of the various reafons which induce

me to confider apostate Infidelity,

orAtheism, as one of the three principal

forms of Antichrift by which the church

of Chrift was to fufFer 1260 years—as

having been defcribed by Prophecy ex-

adlly as it now appears in the world—as
having appeared as aPow^r acting by

A delegate exactly at the time it might

have been expedied to appear—as being

the predicted fcourge of the corrupted

church of Chrift, and the laft form of

power which its enemy will be permitted

to aflume.—In this Chapter I have near-

ly confined myfelf to the Prophecies of

Daniel and of St. John, becaufe they

contain the principal palTages which a

fuperficial reader might imagine to be

irreconcileable with the opinion which I

pre-
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prcfume to offer, and with the interpre-

tations of the bed CommentaLors re-

ipedting the Church of Rome. And I

truft it will now appear evident, that

this opinion (luppofing for a moment it

be admitted as itfeif incontrovertibly

juft), arifmg out of events actually
PASSING BEFORE QUR EYES, whicll nOt

only accurately fulfil *' the word of Pro-

phecy," but are utterly inexplicable with-

out this key to point out their connex-

ion with the paft and future parts of

the great plan which Prophecy difplays

—

does in no refped; contradid: or inva-

lidate the decided opinion of thefe learn-

ed men, that the Church of Rome is

Antichrift.—Some of the mcfl able and

intelligent among thefc Commentators

did indeed form nearly the fame idea

;

and the accuracy of their coniedures

concerning the time and the country

wherein the power of Infidelity flmuld

prft arife and reign, mufl be eflcemed a

ftrons;
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flrong confirmation of its truth even to

iis who have been brought by the flream

of time to fcenes which lay beyond the

limits of their fight.—I have only con-

tended for a more appropriate applica^

tion of thofe parts of the Prophecies

which appeared to mofl of them diffi-

cult, incongruous, and of doubtful refe-

rence to the Papal power.—But while I

confider this point as eftablifhed by their

labours beyond the poffibility of injury,

and the Prophecy refpeding Mahomet-

anifm as having been in:;moveably fixed

by proofs equally clear, I contend that

APOSTATE Infidelity, and its dele-

gated inftrument. Democratic Ty-
ranny, have been predicted with equal

precifion; and that Popery, Maho-
METANiSM, and Infidelity, are all

parts of the fame Antichriflian Power,

and fubjed: to the fame fate.

The following Chapters will fliew the

exaclnefs
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exaclnefs with which the events of Hil-

tory correfpond with the received inter-

pretations concerning Popery and Ma-
hometanifm—trace the rife and progrefs

of the Power of Infidelity^ and point out

the equal exadinefs with which it fulfils

the Prophecies concerning it, with as

much minutenefs as the limits of this

work will permit ; and with a view to

prove that thefe three branches of An-

tichriftian Power form different parts of

a general fcheme of Prophecy.—And I

truft it will be found, after an attentive

examination, not only that this opinion

is well founded, but that it fliews the

fcattered rays of Prophetic light to be

direded towards one point, gives har-

mony and' connexion to the Apoca-

lyptic vifions, and explains the prefent

fearful -'flate of human affairs to be per-

fectly confiflient with the Providence of

God; and ultimately tending, under his

dire(flion, to the completion of the great,

VOL. II. I UN-
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UNVARYING PLAN OF HIM WHO "RUL-

ETH THE MADNESS OF THE PEOPLE,"

AND WHO MAKETH EVEN " THE WRATH
OF MAN TO PRAISE HIM."

CLASS
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CLASS 11.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

THE RISE, PROGRESS, ESTABLISH-

MENT, AND DESTRUCTION OF THE
PAPAL POWER OF ANTICHRIST.

As this was the greateft corruption of

Chriflianity that was to be pC'Tmitted to

take place in the world, it cannot be

thought extraordinary, that more of the

Prophecies, which we have brought for-

ward to the notice of the Reader in the

Introductory Chapter, are applicable to

it, than to any other branch of Antichrif-

tian Power. As both Mahometanifm

and Infidelity confided more of open

hoflility, they were likely to be better

I 2 diftia-
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cMInguIfhed by Chriftians, without the

aid of fuch flrong prophetical light, as

that which is afforded to expofe, and to

bring into full view, the counterfeit

Chriftianity of the Church of Rome.

A combination of Prophecy with Hif-

tory will fhew with what perfedl exadt-

nefs this Papal Power of Antichrifh is

marked out by the Prophets Daniel, St.

Paul, and St. John.

To guide our enquiries to the right

points of obfervation, St.. John has de-

fignated, by certain appropriate allufions

and deicriptions, the peculiar nature of

this power, the time when it began to

manifeft itfelf to the world, and Xht feat

of its authority and government.

* And I Jlood upon the /and of the fea^

andfaw a heaft rife np out of the fea^ hav-

* Rev. xiii. i.

ing
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ingfeven heads and ten horns, and upon his

horns ten crozvns, and upon his heads the

name ofblafphemy. ^This wonderful bead

with a crown on each horn, and a blaf-

phemous infcription on each of his {t\zis.

heads, denoted the new form of govern-

ment that was to be eredled in the city

of Rome, by the great commotions of

the world, after the Imperial Power had

been deflroyed, and the Empire was di-

vided into ten diflincft and independ-

ent fovereignties.

*^In the myflical defcription w^hich the

Apoftle afterwards gives of this beaft,

it will greatly aflift our inquiries to dif-

cover by a given number, when this An-

tichrifhian power Qiall arife ; and from

thence afcertain with more precifion what

Power is meant by this prophetical re-

prefentation. Here is wijdom : let him

** Lowman on the Revelations, p. 173.

* Lowman, p. 191.

I % that
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that hath tinderflanding^ count the number of

the .beajl : for it is the number of a man,

and his number is fix hundred threefcore and

ftx^. If we compute this number 666*^

from the time when St. John faw this

Prophetic vifion, w^e fhall find that this

new Power was eftabUflied at the termi-

nation of this myflic number of years.

St. John was banifhed to the ifle of Pat-

mos in the latter part of the reign of

Domitian, and returned from thence

immediately on his death. Domitian

reigned from 8i to 96. Now St. John

law the vifion in the ifle of Patmos ; and

it is generally acknowledged, that the

Papacy received the temporal power,

and became the beafl, in 756.

** Rev. xiii. 18.

* It is very remarkable that this myftic number

fliould lb accurately apply both to the twie when

the Papal Antichrirt eftdbliihed, his reign, and the

titles he aflumed. See note to the Introdu6lory

* Chapter, p. 129. Pyle's Paraphrafe, p. 105. New-

ton, vol. ill. p. 390. Lowman, p. 194,

The
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The feat of this Power is fixed at

Rome. That great city, which in the

times of Pagan idolatry had been the

miflrefs of the antient world by the force

of her arms, became in more modern

ages, by the efliabliihment of her fpin-

tual laws, fo much exalted in power, as

to reign (roer the kings of the earth, ^he

woman ^ upon whofe forehead zvas infcribed

Myfiery\ Babylon the Greats the Mother of

Harlotsy and abominations of the earthy is^

according to the explanation of the an-

gel, the city of Rome 3 for thefeven heads

of the beafl that carried her arefeven moun-

tains on zvhich the zvoman fitteth^ and the

woman which thou fawefl is that great

city, zvhich reigneth over the kings of the

earth. Rome is well known to be built

upon feven hills ; and at the time when

this revelation was communicated to St.

John, its dominion was extended over

all the known world ^.

Fur-

^ " It fecms intended by the angel's interpre-

I 4 tation
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- Furnilhed with thefe plain directions

by the Apoftle, we proceed to trace the

gradual rife and progrefs, decline and

fall of the Man of Sin, as prefented to our

view by hiflory and the courfe of pre-

fent events.

No opportunity could be more fa-

vourable for the difplay of his ambition,

his deceit, and his fuperfhition, than the

unhappy ftate of the Chriftian world in

the fifth century. The members of the

tatlon that we fliould c6nfider the city of Rome
as marked out in this Prophecy for the feat, of go-

vernment to prevent miftakes, that we fhould not

underftand this Prophecy of an empire or govern-

ment in any other place than the city of Rome,

though it fliould take the name and ftyle of the

Roman Eqipire, as the Greek Emperors and the

Emperors of Germany have feverally done. This

may give us a good reafon why the city of Rome
in this Prophecy is defcribed by its natural fitiia-

t'lOJiy as well as by its g(n)ernme7it, and why Jc-ven

. heads are interpreted to mean Jeven moinitainSy as

well as feven kings." Lowman, p. 1 7 7.

eaflern
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eaftern and the wcftern churches were

divided into parties, by religious dif-

putes the mod unimportant; in confe-

quence of which, they perfecuted each

other with the greateft animoflty and

rancour. They were erroneous in faith,

and degenerate in practice ; and their

creduHty and ignorance fully prepared

them for the reception of him, zvhofi

coming was after the working of Satan^

with all pozver^ and fgns, and lying won-

ders s.

His temporal dominion arofe out of

the ruins of the Roman Empire. The
change of the feat of government to

Conftantinople, and the dethronement

of Momylius Auguftulus, were events

that led immediately to the eft.abiiQi-

ment of a nev/ Power, Aus-uftulus v/as

depoTed by Odoacer, King of the He-

ruli, in the7ear 476, who thus gave the

s 2 Their. II. 9.

I 5 deadly
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deadly wound to the weflern Empire^.
" This lafl Emperor of the Weft would

be lefs entitled," fays Gibbon', " than

his

** Moihelm, vol. t p. 228.

* Gibbon, vol. ill. p. 494. 4to. Edit. After the

example of Mr. Whitaker In his excellent V'lenv of

the Propheciesy I Ihall introduce into this and the

following Chapter, feveral ftrlki^g paffages from

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, which

fhow the completion of Prophecy. Gibbon has al-

ready rendered great fervice to this fubje6l, as may
be feen by referring to vol. i. c. 2. and he might

contribute much more to it, did not the limits of

my work confine me to particular quotations. Al-

though as a difciple of Voltaire he delighted to

afperfe the characters of Chriilians, and reprefent

every circumftahce to their difadvantagej yet he

was obliged as an Hiftorian to liften to the voice

of truth, and not to fupprefs important fa6ts and

events. His ftatements, even partial as they Ibme-

times are, render him a powerful witnefs a^ainft

Infidelity, by which he is manifeftly a6tuated

;

and in favour of Chriftianlty, which is fo fre-

quently the fubje6l of his profane farcafms. Not

^aware of the obvious ufe that may be made of his

reprefentationS; like the idle fervant in the parable

of
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his more immediate predeceflbrs to the

notice of pofterity, if his reign, which

was marked by the extinction of the

Roman Empire in the Weft, did not

leave a memorable era in the hijlory of man-

kindy—Such was indeed the cafe, for

thus the beaji zvas zvounded—he that let-

teth was taken out of the way ; and few

obftacles remained to retard the full de-

velopement of the Man of Sin. Thec-

doric, the fucceflbr of Auguftulus, by

removing the feat of Empire to Ra»-

venna, took from Rome all its dignity

—

her fenate and confuls were abolifhed*

and fhe was reduced to the level of the

other cities of Italy,

" ^ During a period of 2Co years,

Italy was unequally divided between the

kingdom of the Lombards, and. the ex-

of the talentsj " he is condemned out of his own
mouth."

^ Gibbon, vol. iv. p. 44J.

I 6 arch ate
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archate of Ravenna. The offices and

profeffions, which the jealoufy of Con-

llantine had feparated, were united by

the indulgence of Juftinian ; and eigh-

teen fucceffive Exarchs were invefled, in

the dechne of the Empire, with the full

remains of civil, of military, and even

of ecclefiaftical power. Their imme-
diate jurifdidlion, which was afterwards

confecrated as the patrimony of St. Pe-

ter, extended over the modern Ro-

magna, the marfhes or valleys of Fer-

rara and Commachio, five jnaritime ci-

ties, from Rimini to Ancona; and a fe-

cond, inland Pentapolis, between the

Adriatic coafh and the hills of the A-
pennine. Three fubordinate provinces

of Rome, of Venice, and of Naples,

which were divided by hoftiie lands from

the palace of Ravenna, acknowledged,

both in peace and war, the fupremacy of

the Exarch. The dutchy of Rome ap-

pears to have included the Tufcan, Sa-

bine, and 'Latian conquefls, of the firll

400
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4oo 3^ears of the city ; and the limits may
be diftind:ly traced along the coaft, from

Civita Vecchia, to Terracina, and with

the courle of the Tyber from Amelia

and Narni to the port of Ollia."

" ^ Rome was oppreiTed by the iron

fceptre of the Exarchs, and a Greek,

perhaps an eunuch, inlulted with im-

punity the ruins of the Capitol."

** On the map of Italy, the meafure of

the exarchate occupies a very inadequate

fpace, but it included an ample pro-

portion of wealth, induftry, and popu-

lation. The moft faithful and valuable

fubjecls efcaped from the Barbarian yoke

;

and the banners of Pavia and Verona,

of Milan and Padua, were diiplayed in

their refpedtive quarters, by the new in-

habitants' of Ravenna. The remainder

of Italy was polTeiTed by the Lom-
bards."

* Gibbon, vol. iv. p. 444, 445.

'« The
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" ^^ The Bifliops of Italy and the ad-

jacent iflands acknowledged the Ro-

man pontiff (Gregory the Great) as their

fpecial metropolitan. Even the exift-

ence, the union, or the tranllation of

epifcopal feats, was decided by his ab-

folute difcretion ; and his fuccefsful in-

roads into the provinces of Greece, of

Spain, and of Gaul, might countenance

the more lofty pretenfions of fucceeding

Popes."

""In 728, Italy revolted from the

eaftern or Greek Emperor Leo -, but the

Popes exhorting the Itahans not to fe-

parate from the body of the Roman
monarchy, the Exarch was permitted

to relide within the walls of Ravenna, a

captive rather than a mafter : and till

the imperial coronation of Charlemagne,

the government of Rome and Italy was

" Gibbon, p. 4^9.

*; Gibbon, vol. v. p. iii,

exer-
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exerciled in the name of the fucceffors

of Conftantine. The liberty of Rome,

which had been opprefled by the arms

and arts of Auguftus, was refcued, after

y^o years of fervitude, from the perfe-

cution of Leo the Ifaurian. By the Ce-

fars, the triumphs of the Confuls had

been annihilated : in the dedine and

fall of the Empire, the God Terminus,

the facred boundary, had infenfibly fe-

ceded from the Ocean, the Rhine, the

Danube, and the Euphrates ; and Rome
was reduced to her antient territory from

Viterbo to Terracina, and from Narni

to the mouth of the Tyber."

" "When the fovereignty of the Greek

Emperors was extinguiflied, the ruins of

Rome prefented the fad image of depo-

pulation' and decay : her flavery was an

habit, her liberty an accident ; the effed:

of fuperflitioH, and the object of hex

f Gibbon, vol. V. p. 1 12.

own
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own amazement and terror. The laft

ve'lige of the fubftance, or even the

forms, of the conftitution, was obHte-

rated from the practice and memory of

the Romans ; and they were devoid of

knowledge, or virtue, again to build the

fabric of a commonwealth. Their fcanty

remnant, the offspring of flaves and

flrangers, was defpicable in the eyes of

the vi6torious Barbarians. As often as

the Franks or Lombards expreffed their

mofl bitter conremipt of a foe, they

called him a Roman ;
' and in this name,*

fays the Bifliop Liutprand, 'we include

whatever is bafe^ whatever is cowardly,

whatever is perfidious, the extrem^es of

avarice and luxury, and every vice that

can proftitute the dignity of human na-

ture.' By the neceffity of their fitua-

tion, the inhabitants of Rome were caft

into the rough model of a republican

government: they were compelled to

eled: fome judges in peace and fome

leaders in war : the nobles aflembled to

deli-
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deliberate, and their refolves could not

be executed without the union and

confcnt of the multitude. 'The fiyle of

the Roman Jenate and people was revived^

hut the fpirit was Jiedy and their new

independence was difgraced by the in-

viultnciis confllEi of Ucentioujnefs and op-

prejfwn. The want of laws could on-

ly be fupplied by the influence of re-

ligion, and their foreign and domeflic

counfels were moderated by the au-

thority of the Bilhop. His alms, his

fermons, his correfpondence with the

kings arxd prelates of the Weft, his re-

cent fervices, their gratitude, and oath,

accuftomed the Romans to confider him

as the flrft magiftratf or prince of the

city. The Chriftian humility of the

popes was not offended by the name of

Dominns^ "or Lord ; and their face and

infcription are ftiil apparent on the moft

ancient coins. . Their temporal domi-

nion is now confirmed by the reverence

of a thoufand years 3 and their noble (l

title
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virtues, affumed the office of champion
of the Roman Church."

When Aftolphus began to make pre-

parations for the conquefl of Rome,
'' the terrified PontifF^i, Stephen II. ad-

drelfes himfelf to his powerful patron
and prote6tor, Pepin ; reprefents to him
his deplorable condition, and implores

his affiftance. Tbe French Monarch
embarks with zeal in his caufe, crojjes

the Alps J, D. 754. with a numerous

army ; and having defeated Jftolphus,

obliged him by a folemn treaty to de-

liver up to the fee of Rome, the exar-

chate of Ravema, Pentapolisy and all

the citiesy cafiles^ and territories^ which
he had feized in the Roman dukedom.

It was not however long before the

Lombard prince violated without re-

morfe, an engagement which he had en-

tered into with reludance. In the year

9 Mofhelm, vol. i. p. 353.

755.
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y^^y he laid fiege to Rome for the fe-

cond time, but was again obhged to fue

for peace, by the vi(5torious arms of Pe-

pin, who returned into Italy, and forcing

//jtf Lombard to execute the treaty he

had Jo audacioujiy violated^ made a new

grant of the Exarchate, and of Penta-

polis, to the Roman Pontiif and his fuc-

cefTors in the apoiioHc See of St. Peter.

And thus zvas the Bijhop of Rome raifed to

the rank of a temporal Prince^ ' The

fplendid donation was granted in fu-

preme and abfolute dominion, and the

zvorld beheld for the firji time a Chriflian

Bijhop invejldd with the prerogatives of a

temporal prince-, the choice of magif-

trates, the exercife of jaftice, the impo-

fition of taxes, and the weakh of the

palace of Ravenna <' Before the end

of the eiglith century fome apoftolical

fcribe, perhaps the notorious Ilidore,

compoled the Decretals, and the Do-

' Gibbon, c. 49. p. 124, 125, \i6.

nation
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nation of Conftantine, the two magic

pillars of the fpiritual and temporal mo-

narchy of the Popes. This memorable

donation was introduced to the world,

by an Epiflle of Adrian the firfl, who
exhorts Charlemagne to imitate the li-

berality, and revive the name of the

great Conftantine. According to the le-

gend, the firft of the Chriftian Em-
perors was healed of the leprofy, and

purified in the waters of baptifm by St.

Silvefter, the Roman Bifliop. His royal

profelyte withdrew from the feat and

patrimony of St. Peter ; declared his

refolution of founding a new capital in

the Eaft ; and refigned to the Popes the

free and perpetual fovereignty of Rome,
Italy, and the provinces of the Weft.

This fidlion was produ6live of the moft

beneficial effedts. The Greek princes

were convi6led of the guilt of ufurpa-

tion ; and the revolt of Gregory was

the claim of his lawful inheritance. The
fovereignty of Rome no longer depend-

ed
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cd on the choice of a fickle people ;

and the fuccejjbrs of St. Peter and Con^

Jlantine were invejied with the purple and

prerogatives of the Cefars'^

Thus did the myfiery^ of iniquity begin to

work, with all deceivablenefs of unrighte-

oufnefs. Thus was the fovereign Pon-

tiff mighty in pozver^, but not by his own

pozver ; and thus did he pra^ife and profper^

and through his policy he cavfed craft to

profper in his hand. Thus Rome'' ac-

quired a new feat and dominion in this

patrimony of St. Peter, which has con-

tinued for above a thoufand years. The

beall appeared to be wounded to death,

—but the deadly zvound inflidled by the

fword of Odoacer, King of the Heruli,

was healed, after the Roman Empire

had received fuch an injury in one of its

heads, or forms of government (that is,

5 2The{r. ii. 7. * Dan, viii. 24.

** Lowman, p. 198, 176,

the
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the fixth) as left no probable profped

that Rome lliould ever more rife to

power and empire. And all the zvorld

wondered after the beajl : for this event

of a new and extraordinary form of go-

vernment, divers from all others—" this

facerdotal monarchy/' as Gibbon calls

it, excited the afloniihment of mankind

in the fucceeding ages of its aggran-

dizement.

" "" After their return from Av-ignon,

the keys of St. Peter were guarded by

the fword of St. Paul. Rome was com-

manded by an impregnable citadel : the

ufe of cannon is a powerful engine

againft popular feditions : a regular force

of cavalry and infantry was enJifled un-

der the banners of the Pope : his ample

revenues fupplied the refources. of war

;

and, from the extent of his domain, he

could bring down on a rebellious city

* Gibbon; vol. vi. p. 613, 614,

an
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an army of hoililc neighbours and loyal

liibjeds. Since the union of the dutchies

of Ferrara and Urbino, the Ecclefiaflical

State extends from the Mediterranean

to the Adriatic, and from the confines

of Naples to the banks of the Po ; and

as early as the fixteenth century, the

greater part of that fpacious and fruitfiil

country acknowledged the lawful claims

and temporal fovercignty of the Roman
Pontiffs. Their claims were readily de-

duced from the genuine or fabulous

donations of the darker ages : the fuc-

ceflive fleps of their final fettlement

would engage us too far in the tranf-

aclions of Italy, and even of Europe s

the crimes of Alexander the fixth, the

martial operations of Juhus the iecond,

and the liberal policy of Leo the tenth,

a theme which has been adorned by the

pens of the noblefl hifborians of the

times. In the firft period of their con-

quefts, till the expedition of Charles the

eighth, the Popes might fuccefsfully

' VOL. II. K wrelllc
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ivreftle with the adjacent princes and

dates, whofe mihtary force was equal, or

inferior, to their own.'*

Pozver was indeed given unto him over

all kindreds, and tongues, and nations—for

the Pope affumed the prerogative of

being the fupreme fovereign of the Chrif-

tian Church, and exercifed for many ages

an uncontrolled and univerfal authority.

^he kings gave their power and Jlrength

unto him, as previous to the Reformation

all the monarchs of the Weft acknow-

ledged him as their fuperior and lord,

and, as his valTals, fubmitted to his pow-

er and his caprice. In the fifth century

Pope Zecharyl. depofed Childeric, King

of France, the lafl of the Merovingian

race, and abfolved his fubjects from their

oaths of allegiance^. In the eighth cen-

tury,

y " Socrates faith of the Church of Rome and

Alexandria, the mod famous Churches in the A-

poftles' time, that about the year 430, the Roman
and
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tury, Paul I. excommunicated C'^nflan-

tinus Copronymus, the Greek Emperor,

becaufe he endeavoured to abolifh the

worihip of images. Henry IV. Em-
peror of Germany, was depofed and ex-

communicated in the eleventh century,

by Pope Hildebrand II. " Under' that

young and ambitious priefl, Innocent

III. the fuccefTors of St. Peter attained

the full meridian of their greatnefs ; and
in a reign of eighteen years lie exercifed

a defpotic command over the Emperors
and Kings, whom he raifed and de-

pofed ; over the nations, whom an in-

terdicfl of months or years deprived, for

the offence of their rulers, of the exer-

cife of Chridian worfliip.—In the Coun-
cil of the Lateran, he aded as the cf-

clefiaftical, almoft as the temporal fo-

vereign of the Eaft and Weft. It was

and Alexandrian Bifnops, leaving their facred func-

tions, were degenerated to a fecular rule or domi-
nion." Hooker's Eccl. Polity, p. 1^2,

'• Gibbon, vol. vi. p. 109.

K 2 a
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at the feet of his Legate that John, King

of England, furrendered his crown ; and

Innocent may boafl of the two moft lig-

nal triumphs over fenfe and humanity,

the eftabhfliment of tranfubftantiation %
and the origin of the Inquidtion. At

his voice, two crufades, the fourth and

the fifth, were undertaken."—^ In the

fame century, in which the fame hifto-

rian fays, that " Charles the Fourth re-

ceived the gift or promife of the empire

from the Roman Pontiff, who, in the

exile or captivity of Avignon, affeded

the dominion of the earth," the Monk-

ifh mifHonaries kept the Papal banner

fiying in China ; and Pope Benedict

XII. received a folemn embaify from

Ae Khan of the Tartars. In the next

age, Alexander IV. gave a rare fpecimen

g£ Papal prefumption, in dividing Ame-

* About the year 93 1 , Pafchafius Radbertus

firft maintained the real prefence in the Sacrament,

b Whitaker, p. 241.

J"ica
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rica between the Portugueie and the

Spaniards. ** In the feventeenth cen-

tury, Alphonlb Mendez, the Cathohc

Patriarch of Ethiopia, accepted, in the

name of Urban VIII. the homage of the

Emperor of AbyfTmia and his court—

I

confefs, faid the Emperor on his knees,

that the Pope is the Vicar of Chrift, the

Succeflbr of St. Peter, and the Sovereign

of the world : to him I fwear true obe-

dience, and at his feet I offer my perfon

and kingdom."

'And to fhow the high prerogatives

to which the Church of Rome holds it-

felf intitled, we have only to appeal to

their own writers for authentic proofs.

Cardinal Bellarmine, when treating of

the Roman Pontiffs, tells us that they

muil peculiarly well underftand the au-

thority of their own See. Let us there-

*^ Babylon in the Revelation of St. John, by

Townfon, p. 9.

K 3 fore
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fore hear them fpeak from their apofto-

hcal chair.

*^ He who reigneth on high, to whom
all power is given in heaven and in

earth," hath committed the one holy Ca-

tholic and Apoflolical Church, out of

which there is no falvation, to be go-

verned with plenitude of power by one

only on earth ; namely, by Peter the

prince of the Apoftles, and by the fuc-

eelTor of Peter, the Roman Pontiff, ms
one he hath conjikitted a prince over all na-

tions^ and all kingdoms j to pluck up^ wajle^

dejlroy, plajit^ and huildr

Thefe are the words of Pope Pius V.

in his Bull ^ againfl Queen Elizabeth ^

towards the conclufion of which, " Sup-

ported," he fays, " by the authority of

^ This Bull may be feen at .length in Camden's

Annals of Queen Elizabeth, under the year i jiyo,

and In Burnet's Hift. of the Reformation, vol. ii.

Colledlion of Records, p. 577.

him
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him who hath leen fit to place him,

however unequal to fo great a charge,

in this lupreme throne of juftice, he de-

clares, in the plenitude of his Apoflolical

authority, the faid Elizabeth laid under

a fentence of Anathema, deprived of all

right and title to her kingdom, her

fubjecfls abfolved from all oaths of alle-

giance to her, and thofe who obey her,

involved in the like fentence of Ana*

thema.'*

The See of Rome, as it was rifing to

this plenitude of power, endeavoured to

fupport itfelf by every appeal to the pe-

culiar favour of heaven. Many of the

Popes confirmed their authority by the

pretended evidence of ghofls, and of

perfons affirmed to be riien from the

dead.—^Such is the exad: conduct of

'him who was predicted to come after ths

working of Satan, zvitb all powers and

figns, and lying wonders, and with all de-

ceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs , zvho deceiv-

K 4 eth
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eth them that dwell in the earthy by means

ofthofe miracles which he had power to do.

The Papal See has laid claim to the

power of working miracles, as to one of

the marks of the true church, and per-

fuaded the credulous and the fuperfhi-

tious of the dark ages, to allow its pre-

tenfions. The hiftory of Italy, France,

Spain, and Portugal, more efpecially

—

countries the moft devoted to the in-

terefts of the fovereign Pontiffs—can

abundantly prove the frequency and the

extent of pious frauds. The Legends of

the Romilli faints are filled with ac-

counts of miracles reported to have been

wrought for the eftablifhment of cor-

rupt do6lrines, and idolatrous worfliip.

"It is obfervable% that the Man of

Sin is faid to perform his miracles, /;;

thefight of men in order to deceive them,

and in the fight of the beafi in order to

^ Newton, vol. iii. p. 236^.237,
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ferve him : but not /;/ the fight of God to

ferve his caufe, or promote his religion.

Now miracles, vifions, and revelations,

are the mighty boafl of the church of

Rome ; the contrivances of an artful

cunning clergy, to impofe upon an ig-

norant credulous laity. Even^^r^ is pre-

tended to come dozvn from heaven., as in

the cafe of St, Anthony's fire, and other

inftances cited by Brightman*^, and other

writers on the Revelation ; and in fo-

lemn excommunications, which are called

the thunders of the church, and are per-

formed with the ceremony of calling

down burning torches from on high, as

fymbols and emblems of firefrom heaven.

Miracles are thought fo neceliary and

elfential, that they are reckoned among
the notes of the Catholic Church ; and

they are alleged principally in fupport

of purgatory, prayers for the dead, the

worlhip of faiiits, images, and relics, and

' Vide Brightman. et Poll Synops. In locum.

K 5 the
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the like (as they are called) CathoUc

dodrines. But if thefe miracles were all

real^ we learn from hence what opinion

we ought to frame of them ; and what

then fliall we fay, if they are all JiBions

and counterfeits P They are indeed fo

far from being any proof of the true

church, that they are rather a proof of a

faife one;—they are, as we fee, the dif-

tinguifliing mark of Antichrift."

To corroborate thefe obfervations, let

us turn to the defcriptionof the church

in the tenth century^. " Both Greeks

and Latins placed the eflence and life of

religion in the worHiip of images^ and

departed faints,' in fearching after with

zeal, and preierving with a devout care

and veneration, the facred relics of holy

men and women; and in accumulating

s Mofheim/vol. i. p. 456:

^ The worflilp of images was eftabliflied at the

fecond Council of Nice, A. D. 7 87. See Lowman,

p. 20^.

riches
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riches upon the Priefts and Monks,

whole opulence increaled with the pro-

grels of fuperftition. Scarcely did any

Chriftian dare to approach the throne

of God, without rendering firfl the faints

and images propitious by a folemn round

of expiatory rites and luflirations.—The

fears of purgatory, of that fire which

was to deftroy the remaining impurities

of departed fouls, were now carried to

the greatefl height, and exceeded by far

the terrifying apprehenfions of infernal

torments ; for they hoped to avoid the

latter eafily, by dying enriched with the

prayers of the clergy, or covered with

the merits and mediations of the faints

;

while from the pains of purgatory they

knew there was no exemption. The

clergy therefore, finding thefe fuperfti-

tious terrors admirably adapted to in-

create their authority and promote their

intereft, uied -every method to augment

them, and by the mofl . pathetic dif-

K 6 courfes.
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eourfes, accompanied with monflrous

fables, and fidlitious miracles, they la-

boured to eflabhfh the dodlrine of pur-

gatory, and alfo to make it appear that

they had a mighty interell in that for-

midable region."

The fovereign Pontiff exercifed the

authority he had obtained in making and

publifliing edicts and conftitutions for

the eflablilhment of idolatry. Divine ho-

nours were conferred upon reputed faints,

who were folemnly canonized according

to regular forms of confecration. As they

were fuppofed to be pofleffed of divine

power, the mofl fervent prayers were

offered up to them

—

the name of God,

and of them that dwell in heaven^ zvas blaf

phemedy and the Supreme Being was de-

prived of the glory and worfliip due to

him alone, and the name of the genuine

faints and angels was abufed by fet-

ting them up as mediators and inters

ceffors
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ccllbrs for mankind. The divine lazvs

were changed'^ In the Popifli mafs-

books, and in the tables written in the

churches, the fecond commandment, fo

diredlly pointed againft all idolatry, was

omftted ; and, in order to make up the

complete number of the Decalogue, the

tenth commandment is divided into

two. It has been the pradtice of the

Church of Rome for many ages, to dif-

penfe for money with the due obfervance

of the precepts of the Gofpel, and to fell

indulgences, pardons, and abfolutions,

even for crimes of the moft atrocious

nature^. Of the progrefs of this infa-

mous traffick, we may judge by the ac-

count given of it in the twelfth cen-

tur}^

^ Dan. vil. 25.

^ I refer the Reader to the Catalogue of Indul-

gences printed in 1 5 1 4, and quoted by Simpfon in

his Key to the Prophecies; p. 247.

** When
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*' ^ When the Roman Pontiffs caft an

eye upon the immenfe treafures, that

the inferior rulers of the church were

accumulating by the fale of indulgences^

they thought proper to limit the power

of the Biihops in remitting the penalties

impofed upon tranfgrelTors, and aflumed

almoft entirely this profitable tralfick

to themfelves. In confequence of this

new meafure, the court of Rome became

the general magazine of indulgences

:

and the Pontiffs, when either the wants

of the Church, the empiinefs of their

coffers, or the demon of avarice prompt-

ed them to look out for new fublidies,

publilhed not only an univerfal, but alfo

a complete, or what they called, a ple-

nary remifhon of all the temporal pains

and penalties, which the Church had

annexed to certain tranfgreflions.. They

^ Mcfhehn, vol. i. p. 595. . See likewlfe p. ^96,

and 723,

went
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went Hill farther ; and not only remitted

the penalties which the civil arid eccle-

fiaflical laws had enaded againft tranf-

greffors, but audacionjly ufurped the au-

thorhy which belongs to God alone ^ and im-

pioujly pretended to abolijh even the ptmijlj-

ments zvhich are referved in a future jiate

for the workers of iniquity ; a ftep this,

which the Bifhops with all their avarice

and prefumption had never once ven-

tured to take." He opened his mouth

in blafphemy againfl God, " God alone

hath power to forgive fins,*' is the de-

claration of our Lord.

" "" When a new Pope is inaugurated,

he is clothed with the pontifical robes,

and crowned, and placed upon the altar

of the church of St. Peter at Rome, and

the Cardinals come and kifs his iatty

which ceremony is called adoration. They

firft eled, and- then they worfhip hinu

*" Newton, vol. iii. p. 240.

as
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as in the medals of Martin V. where

two are reprefented crowning the Pope,

and two kneeHng before him with tliis

infcription, §^iem ereant^ adorant—whom
they create, they adore/' Can any^one

be a fpecflator of this impious ceremony,

and not be ftruck by the appearance of

the Man of Sin who exalteth himfelf^ and

as Godjiiteth in the temple of God^Jhozving

himfelf that he is God f

" ""' Among the CathoHcs, Cardinal

Orfi fays, there is no* one who dares

deny, or can deny, that Jefus Chrifl has

inftituted a monarchy, or form of mo-
narchical government in his church, and

that the fupreme head of this monarchy

is the Roman Pontiff." This is declared

with great folemnity from the portico of

St. Peter's Church, in the prefence of a

numerous afTembly at the coronation of

a Pope ; when a Cardinal Deacon hav-

'* Townfon's BabyIon.;, p. ii.
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ing taken the mitre from his head,

another places on it the triple crown,

and fays, " Receive this Tiara adorned

with three crowns ; and know that thou

art Father of Princes and Kings, Gover-

nor of the Globe of the Earthy Vicegerent

of our Saviour Jefus Chrift/*

With fuch pretenfions to more than

mortal honours, agrees the language

of Gregory II. addreffed in his Epiftle

to the Emperor Leo, in the eighth

century, which will (how how Joon the

fovereign Pontiff began to exalt him^

felf even when affeding a fhyle of hu-

mility—*^ ** Are you ignorant that the

Popes are the bond of union, the me-

diators of peace, between the Eaft and

the Well ? The eyes of the nations are

fixed on bur humility; and they revere

as a God' upon earth, the Apoflle St. Pe-

ter, whofe image you threaten to de-

° Gibbon, vol. v. p. 107.

ftroy.
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ftroy. The remote and interior king-

doms of the Well prefent their homage

to Chrift a7td his ricSgerent.'** Similar

were the prefumptuous, or rather blaf-

phemous appellations either claimed or

approved by his fucceffors. Innocent

111. aflerted that the Popes held on

earth the place not of mere men, but of

the true God. Martin V. in the in-

ftrufVions which he gave to the ambaf-

fadors whom he fent to Conftantinople,

flyled himfelf the Mojl Holy and the

Mqft BleJJedy who has the celeftial em-
pire, who is Lord upon Earth, Succeffor

of St. Peter, the Chrift of the Lord, the

Mafter of the Univerle, the Father of

Kings, and the light of the world. An
Archbifhop thus addreffed Leo X. " All

power is given unto you, and he who
faid all, excepted nothing." This Pope

fuifered himfelf to be ftyled Divine Ma-
jefty. Paul V. allowed himfelf to be

called Vice-God, and received the pro-

phetic language of Jeremiah and Daniel

as
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as applicable to himiclfp. Thus the au-

thority with which for many centuries

the Popes claimed the difpolal of the do-

minion of the earth, the obedience which

they required to their decrees, and the

exalted and impious titles which they

afTumed or authorized, demonflrate the

full eflablirhmcnt of the predicted uni-

verfal empire. Modern like antient

Rome kept the world in fubjedlion to

its laws : // devoured, brake in pieces, and

Jiamped the rejidue with its feet.

But where, it may be afked, are any

traces to be found in the Prophecies, of

thofe peculiar inftitutions and practices

which have diftinguilhed the Church of

Rome fo very remarkably from all others

—the Celibacy of her clergy—the infiitution

of her Fajis-—and the fpirit of Perfecntton,

that has fb often drawn the fword againft

the more pure profefTors of the Gofpel ?

P Jerem. xxvU. 8. Dan. vii. 14.

Nozo
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^ Nozv the Spirit fpeaketh exprefsly^ that

in the latter times fome JImll depart from

the faith^ forbidding to marry,

AND COMMANDING TO ABSTAIN FROM

MEATS, which God hath created to he re-

ceived with thank/giving of them which be-

lieve and know the truth.

Had the great Apoflle of the Gen-

tiles beheld, in the ages that fucceeded

his own, the fedls of EncratiteSy and A-

pofiolici\ who obferved the moil rigid

abilinence, and condemned marriage as

an unholy ftate—Had he {^.tw the nu-

merous monks, who, forming the dif-

ferent clafles of Coenobites and Anacho-

rets,% devoted themfelves to a reclufe

life, and gradually overflowed like a tor-

rent, firil the Greek, and afterwards the

Latin Church—And if he had lived ta

1 I Tim. iv. I, 3..

• Mofheim, vol. i. p. 6190

• Gibbon, vol. iii. p. 523.

fee
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fee all Europe covered with religious

houies \ and thofe houfes peopled with

nuns and friars of all denominations,

who, in common with the Popifh laity,

preferved during Lent, and at other

times, the injun6lions of the fovereign

Pontiff, to abftain from flelh—The
great Apoftle might have drawn a more

full picture ; but he could not have

given a more ftriking fketch by a few

maflerly (Irokes, than he has done"".

" We learn* from Mofheim, that the

great work afcribed to the monaftic or-

ders, the Tupport of the Papal authority,

was more elpecially performed by two

mendicant clafles of Monks, who might

well be termed the two horns of the

* Mofhelrfi, vol. il. p. 9.

The Prophecy concerning the eftabliihment of

the monaJ}ic orderSy flrlkes with the greater force,

when we recollect that thofe orders were the great

fupports of the Papal authority.

" Whitaker, p. 226.

beafh.
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beafl. 'The power >' of the Domini-
cans and Francifcans furpafled greatly

that of the other two orders, and ren-

dered them fingularly confpicuous in

the eyes of the world. During three cen-

turies thefe two fraternities governed,
with an almofl univerfal and abfolute

fway, both flate and church, filled the

mofl eminent pofls ecclefiaftical and
civil, taught in the univerfities and
churches with an authority, before which
all oppofition was filent, and maintained
the pretended Majefly^of the Roman
Pontiffs, againfl Kings, Princes, Bifhops,

and Heretics, with incredible ardour,

and equal fuccefs/ And fmce the Re-
formation, the Papal pretenfions to uni-

verfal fupremacy have been fupported
with equal zeal, and even carried into

another hemifphere, by that order who
have affumed the very name of Jefus."

The fpirit of perfecution is acknow-

y Moilielin, vol. ii. p. 6r^6. 410. Edit.

ledged
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ledged to be one of the leading marks of

Aniichrill. Daniel fays, that *' the king,'*

%vho was divers from all others^ Jloall wear

cut the /dims of the mofl High. In like

manner, the beaft in the Revelation of

St. John deftroys the faints of the mofl

High— // was given to him to make war

with thefaints, and to overcome them—The

woman that reprefents Papal Rome is drunk

with the blood of the faints. How appli-

cable are thefe defcriptions to the con-

duct of the Papifts in various ages ! It

has been computed that fifty millions of

Protelfanis have at different times been

the victims of their perfecutigns, and

been cruelly put to death on account of

their religious opinions'". But for par-

ticular inftances of the completion of

thefe Prophecies, we look no farther into

the bloodj^ annals of the Church of

Rome, than to the cruelties exercifed

^ Slmpfon, p. 346.

againfl
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againfl the Albigenfes and Waldenf^s^

—

the tortures and deaths of the martyrs

in our own country, in the reign of Phi-

lip and Mary^—the barbarities exercifed

upon the innocent natives of South A-

merica

—

the a£is of faith performed in

Spain and Portugal—the dark and fan-

guinary proceedings of the Inquilition^

, * Gibbon, c. liv. p. ^35. Lowman, p. 208.

*> The law for burning heretics in England was

firfl palTed in the reign of Henry IV. It was not

repealed till the year 1677. Simpfon, p. 34j.
^ The Inquifition was eltablilhed A. D. 1209.

Dominick was made firft Inquifitor by Pope Inno-

cent III. This holy office, in the ftyle of the Roman

court, has improved the methods of perfecution,

far beyond what was known in the days of antient

Babylon and Rome, and has long been the moft

dreadful and barbarous tribunal the world ever

faw, for all enfnaring arts of injuftice in profecu-

tion, all inhuman feverity and cruelty in puniih-

ment : as Is evidently proved at large in Lim-

borch's Hiftory of the, Inquifition. Lowman,

p. 201, 202.

—the
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—the revocation of the Edid of Nantz,

and the maflacre of St. Bartholomew.

Thefe fadts alone are fufficient to fhew,

that in this vindidive and perfecuting

Church was found the blood of prophets

and faints, and of ail that were flain upon

the earth.

" ^ The countries that have been mofh

cruelly harrafTed, and deluged with Pro-

teftant blood, are Spain, Portugal, Po-

land, Hungary, Bohemia, Italy, Ger-

many, England, Scotland, Ireland, Flan-

ders, Holland, Savoy, Piedmont, and

France. France, indeed, has exceeded

all the nations in Europe for adts of per-

fecution, blood, and cruelty. Perfecu-

tion for confcience fake began there

early, and continued long. Even fo late

as the beginning of the prefent century,

the Proteflants endured there as much

as any people ever did fince the begin-

^ SImpfon,p.348, 549'35Q' ^S'iy'iS'^* 355-

VOL. II. L
'

ning
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ning of the world. Savoy, Piedmont,

and Hungary, have fufFered much ; but

France boafts of more martyrs to the

truth than any other kingdom in Eu-

rope. We think, and we think juflly,

that the late maffacres in that diftraded

nation are very dreadful : but what are

they, when compared with what the

Proteflants underwent upon feveral oc-

cafions ? At one time, by order of the

king, biihops, and priefts, thirty thou-

fand (fome fay f.xty thoufand) Protef-

tants were murdered in the^courfe of a

few days. This fliocking bufmefs was

executed about two hundred years ago.

After this a civil war broke out between

the Papifls and Proteflants, which con-

tinued to rage near fixty years in the

very heart of the country, in which Puf-

fendorf afTures U3% 'there were, de-

ftroyed a million of people. One hun-

« Introdu6lion to the Hiftory of Europe, c. 5.

-p. 201,

dred
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circd and fifty millions of money were

fpcnt. Nine cities, four hundred vil-

lages, twenty thoufand churches, two

tlioufand monafteries, and ten thoufand

houfes, were burnt or laid level with

the ground.*—This is but a little more

than one hundred and fifty years ago."

" And then again in the reign of Loui«

the Fourteenth, about an hundred years

fince, that haughty monarch began an-

other perfecution againft the Protef-

tants, during the courfe of which an in-

numerable multitude of people were har-

rafled and put to death in the moft

cruel and ignominious manner men or

devils could invent : and eight hundred

thoufand perfons (Voltaire iliys five hun-

dred thoufand) left the kingdom, and

fled into other countries, whitherfoever

they could efcape the fafeft and mofl

expeditioufly.'*

'' All thefe things zvere trav.fueled in

L 2 France,
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France. The Pope of Rome, as head

of the churchy was at the bottom of the

whole, The archhifhops, bi/Joops, and cler-

gy, very generally, concurred-, and many

of them even marched at the head of

the kings troops zvith Jmall crucifixes

in their hands^ exhorting the people to

turn and embrace their fuperjiitious and

idolatrous nonfenfe ^ or commanding the

foldiers to execute the law upon them.

The king, the parliament, the princes, the

nobles, the gentry, and the people of the

country, all concurred in ^the diabolical

meafures. And when the thirty, or fix-

ty thoufand Proteflants before mentioned,

were mafjacred, we are particularly in-

formed, that the Tope, as foon as he

received the news, appoiyited public thankf-

giving, and Te Deum was fung for joy

in the church of St. Louis. He^ more-

over, publifloed a bull of pardons, and

extraordinary indulgences to fuch as fhould

pray for the heavenly ajjiflance to the

king and kingdom of France for root-

ing



[ 221 ]

ing out heretics. The kmg, archbijhops^

bifloops^ clergy^ and nobles too^ went in

public procejfion^ fi^^Z^^^K ^^^ praifes of

God for this bloody and diabolical tranf-

aEiionr

And yet whilft the Man of Sin was

thus exalting himfelf and puriuing his

career of ambition and perfecution, the

Providence of God raifed up witnefTes

of the truth in every age, who in a pub-

lick manner teftified againft the general

corruptions of the church, its idolatrous

doctrines, and fuperflitious praAices ^

The patience and the faith of the faints

were to be confpicuous during the whole

time that the witnejfes prophefied in fack"

cloth—for neither the menaces nor the

puniflirrients of. the Church of Rome
abated their courage, or extinguifhed

their zeal. In the tenth and eleventh

centuries, Claude Clement Bifhop of

^ Lowman, p. 207.

L 3 Turin,
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Turin, Ratramne a Monk of Corbie,

John Scot I, and Berenger, who was fa-

voured by Bifhop Bruno, oppofed the

worfliip of images, and the do6lrine of

the real prefence of Chrifl in the Sa-

crament !'\ Peter Fitz Caffiodor, Mi-

chael Caefenas, William Occam, and

Marfilius a celebrated lawyer of Pa'dua,

expofed the various herefies and errors

of the Church of Rome, its pride, ava-

rice, tyranny, and exadlions. Du Fin

obferves, whofe teftimony is the more

remarkable as he is a Popifh Hiflorian^,

" that in the twelfth age there were

many hereticks in many places, who
openly attacked the facraments of the

church, and defpifed her mofb holy ce-

remonies : that the feverity, with which

they who were taken were punilbed, did

not hinder the fedt from increafing :

that their dodlrines fpread through all

2 Newton, vol. iii. p. 182.

^ Lowman, p. 208.

' the
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the kingdom of France : many heretics

appeared, whofe chief view was to dif-

fuade men from communion with the

church in its facraments, and to over-

turn its hierarchy, order, and dil'ci-

phne."

The thirteenth century was more par-

ticularly diflinguifhed by the vidory

gained over the fuperftitions of the

Church of Rome, by the Waldenfes

and Albigenfes. " ^ Driven from their

own country on account of their reli-

gious opinions, they fled for refuge into

foreign lands, fome into Germany, and

fome into Britain. ^ Pope Innocent III.

determined to put a flop to their zea-

lous exertions i and he not only appoint-

ed his Legates to preach againft them,

* Newton, vol. iii. p. iSj. For an account of

iht'ir particular 'Opinions Tee the teftimonies of their

enemiesy quoted by Lowman, p. 211. See likewile

Gibbon, c. liv. p. ^;^t^,

^ Lowman, p. 208.

L 4 but
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but excited the fecular princes and the

common people to deftroy them. He
publifhed a Croifade againft them, which

occafioned a long war between Mont-
fort, General of the Crofs-Bearers, and

the Count of Thouloufe, in which much
blood was fpilt, and many lives were fa-

crificed^. But notwithftanding the rage

of the Man of Sin fo furioufly direded

againft them, they grew and multiplied

fo faft in Germany that at the begin-

ning of the thirteenth century, it is

computed that there were 80,000 of

them in Bohemia, Auftria, and the

neighbouring territories, and they perti*

nacioufly defended their dodlrines even

unto death.*' In the fourteenth cen-

tury John WicklifF"', a man of diftin-

guifhed reputation in the Univerfity of

Oxford, began in England to oppofe

the authority of the. Pope, as well as

. ^ Newton, vol. iii. p. 184.

'" Newton, vol. iii. p. 184.

manv
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many of his corruptions and errors. A-*

mong his mod eminent followers were

John Hufs, and Jerom of Prague, per-

fons of great confideration in the Uni-

verfity of that place—William Sawtre,

parifli prieft of St. Ofith, in London

—

Thomas Badby, and Sir John Oldcaftle.

Thefe all fuffered death as heretics.—In

them was manifeft ""the patience of the

faints : here are they that kept the com-

mandments of Gody and thefaith of Jefus,

°The number of thefe faithful wit-

nefles'' continued to increafe, although

every engine of oppreflion and perfecu-

cution was raifed againll them; for it

zvas granted to the heafi for a certain ap-

" Rev. xiv. 12.

• Lowman, p. 2 12. For a more particular ac-

count,of the a6lions and fufierlngs of thefe wit-

nefTes, or martyrs, fee Flaccius Illyricus, the Cen-

turiators of Magdeburg, Ulher, Allix, Spanheim,

and other authors.

P Newton, vol. iii. p. 197,

L 5 pointed
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pointed time, to make zvar zvifh the faints

and to overcome them ; and even to be

drtink with the blood of the faints. They
arofe in every age of the church, and

appeared in almofl every country ; more

particularly in Italy, France, Spain, Eng-

land, Germany, and Bohemia. The
many thoufands that were deftroyed by

the armies brought againft them, and

by the Inquifition, are fufficient evi-

dences of their great numbers. They
boldly protefled againft the corruptions

of the Church of Rome, and, having

witnefled a good confeffibn of the true

faith, fell vidims to her bloody fpirit of

perfecution. " ^ The aftemblies of the

Paulicians, or Albigeois, were extirpated

by fire and fword, and the bleeding -

remnant efcaped by flight, concealment,

or Catholic conformity. But the invin-

cible fpirit which they kindled fiill lived

and breathed in the wejiern zvorld. In

9 Gibbon, vol. v. c. 54,

the
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the {late, in the church, and even in the

cloifter, a latent fuccellion was preferved

of the difciples of St. Paul ; zvho pro-

tejled againjl the tyranny of Rome^ em-

braced the Bible as the rule of faith,

and purified their creed from all the

vifions of the Gnoftic theology. The
ftruggles of Wickliff in England, of Hufs

in Bohemia, were premature and inef-

fedual; but the names of ZuingKus,

Luther, and Calvin are pronourxed with

gratitude, as the deliverers of nations."

The courfe of Hiflory and of Pro-

phecy carries us forward to that aufpi-

cious period, when the Prcteflants re-

jedled the errors of the See of Rome,

aflerted the rights of confcience, and

reflored the purity of the primitive

church. Martin Luther in the year

1517, preached publickly in the church

of Magdeburg, againft the Indulgences

granted by the fovereign PontifFj and by

this magnanimous act began the re-

L 6 formation
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formation of religion. "Then did Babylon

the great fall from the height of her domi-

nion—Then were the faithful followers

of the Lamb animated with new zeal

by the fuccefs of the firfb Reformers, and

the voice from heaven was obeyed with

alacrity, which faid, ''Come out of
HER, MY PEOPLE, THAT YE BE NOT
PARTAKERS OF HER SINS, AND THAT
YE RECEIVE NOT OF HER PLAGUES.

With the fublime account given by

St. John, of the choir of fche blefled

fpirits chanting a new fong to celebrate

the revival of primitive Chriftianity, this

new epoch of Prophecy commences.

"Daniel had been informed' concern-

ing this power, whofe look was more flout

than his fellows^ that the judgment fhoiild

fit^ and they Jhculd take away his domi-

nion^ to confume and to deflroy it unto the

' Rev. xiv. I, &c.
*

» Whitaker, p. 249, 250, 251, 252.

end.
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end. And St. Paul in the terms, that

wicked one whom the Lord Jhall confume

with the fpirit of his mouth, and defti oy

zvith the brightnefs of his coming, charac-

terizes that gradual decline from the

plenitude of his power, through the

prevalence of the word of the Lord, in-

timated before by the Prophet, and

more fully prefigured by St. John in

the predictions of three feveral fleps, by

which the authority of Rome fliould

be lowered among men. And I Jaw an-

other angel fly in the midfl of heaven^

having the everlajiing Gofpel to preach

unto them that dwell on the earthy and to

every nation, and kindred, and tongue^

and people, faying with a loud voicey

Fear God, and give glory to him ; for

the hour of his judgment is come : and

worfhip him that made heaven, and earthy

and the' fea, and the fountains of waters.

While the proclamation here made, that

the hour of God*s judgment is come, is

well calculated to turn our thou2:hts to

the
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the fate of that power whofe dominion

it was declared to Daniel, (hould then

begin to be confumed, an attentive

Reader may difcern, on perufing this

paflage, a certain degree of abrupt riefs in

the introduclion of this fymbol of the

angeL From a choir of thofe who have

been redeemed through the Gofpel to a

frefli publication of it, feems a rapid

tranfition ; yet moft precifely does this

mark the mode in which the Reforms

ation began. For to that event (which

was in fad a republicatioji of the Gof-

pel, and was fo termed in a Hiflory of

its progrefs, quoted by Molheim, Htfto-

ria Evangelii Rencvati) every circum-

ftance of this particular prediction is

fuited, and pointedly to this purpofe are

the words of the ecclefiaftical Hiflorian

above mentioned, *^ while the Roman
Pontiff ilumbered in fecurity at the head

of the church, and faw nothing through-

* Muflieini; cent. i6. fe6l. i.ch. 2.

out
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out the vafl extent of his dominion but

tranquillity and fubmiffion; and while

the worthy and pious profeflbrs of ge-

nuine Chriftianity almoft defpaired of

feeing that Reformation on which their

mofl ardent defires and expectations

were bent; an obfcure and inconfider-

able perfon arofe on a fudden^ in the

year fifteen hundred and feventeen, and

laid the foundation of this long expedled

change, by oppofmg, with undaunted re-

folution, his lingle force to the torrent

of Papal ambition and defpotifm.' How
juflly does the latter part of this re-

mark correfpond with the emblem of the

text ! Luther, fays the Hiflorian, laid

the foundation of this long expe(fted

change : and this angel, the Apoftle

tells us, was feen to ily in the midfl

of heaven. Contrary to the geiieral

fate of the preachers of new tenets, it

Vv'as Luther's 'lot to proclaim his doc-

trine in the midft of the figurative

heavens

;
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heavens -, before the Emperor and the

Princes of the Empire alfembled in

open Diet. Patronized from the firfl by

Princes, the Reformation was introduced

into the countries where it took place,

by the authority of the fovereigns them-

felves 3 not by a party firfl gained a-

mong the fubjedts, too powerful for the

fovereign to refifl. This emblemat-ick

mefTenger of God had too the everlafl-

ing Gofpel j the Gofpel, of which it is

the fundamental dodrine, that there is

one God, and one Mediator between

God and man : this he preached unto

them that dwell on the earth, faying with

a loud voice, Fear God, and give

GLORY TO HIM. Lutlier, we are told,

when the famous indulgences of Leo X.

were proclaimed in Germany, ' raifed

his warning voice,' and in ninety-five

proportions, maintained publickly at

Wittemberg, plainly pointed out the

Roman Pontifi' as a partaker in the guilt

- of
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of thofe who fold them, fince he fuffered

the people to be feduced by fuch delu-

fions, from placing their principal con-

fidence in Chrift, the only proper objedt

of their truft.

" Again, as the angel called on men to

vvorfhip Him who made heaven and

earth ; fo after the appearance of an

efpecial edidt of Leo the tenth, in which

that Pope commanded his fpiritual fub-

jedls to acknowledge his power of deli-

vering (I almoft fhudder at the blaf-

phemy while I tranfcribe it) from all the

funifhments due to Jin and tranjgrejfiom of

evetykind; Luther publiflied a German

tranflation of the Bible, *the different

parts of which being fucceflively and

gradually fpread abroad among the peo-

ple, produced,' fays Mofheim, ' a fud-

den and almoft incredible effedt, and

extirpated root and branch the erro-

neous principles and fuperilitious doc-

trines
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trines of the Church of Rome from the

minds of a prodigious number of per-

fons,' with fuch precifion did the fym-

bol mark its antitype, by the angel hav-

ing in his hand the everlafting Gofpel.

And if the Reader wifhes to fee how
rapidly the Reformation fpread among
the kindreds, tongues, and nations, he

will find very fatisfa6tory information in

the work above quoted. Wherein too

he will difcover the commencement of a

literal accompli(hment of the words of

Daniel to take away his dominiony in feve-

ral fovereigns entirely withdrawing their

realms from under the ecclefiaftical ju«

rifdidion of the Roman Pontiff."

Ever fmce the time of the Reform-

ation, the Church of Rome has gra-

dually been lofing its antient fplendor

and greatnefs. The profound reverence

in which her Governor was held, and the

implicit obedience which was paid to

his



his commands, are now confined to very

narrow limits. The kingdoms which

flill acknowledge her juriidi<5lion have

lorto; let bounds to her avarice and am-

bition. The power of foperflition and

of delufion, by which her influence was

fupported over the minds of mankind,

is overcome by the exertions of realon,

and the light of pure and undefiled re-

ligion. Every attack that has been made
by the pretended philofophers, or avowed

infidels of France and Germany, has

been aimed at Popery, as the Jirji ob-

jedl of their hoftility. The lafl twenty

years include a number of events the

mofl adverfe to the interefts of the

Church of Rome. The order of the Je-

fuits, its mofh firm and able fupporters,

has been^fupprefTed; and the inability of

the fovereign Pontiff to prevent the exe-

cution of a meafure fo deftrudive to his

authority, was proved by his ineffectual

and degrading perfonal application to

the Emperor Jofeph. The monafteries

of
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of Germany, once filled with his mod
zealous adherents, are dilTolved. Even

Spain, once the moll fuperftitious coun-

try in Europe, has abridged the powers

of its Inquifition, and pays with reluc-

tance her accuftomed tribute to the

Head of the Church. The French,

fince the era of the Revolution, have

buried the Catholic altar under the ru-

ins of the Monarchical throne.

The memorable events even of the

paffing year have accelerated her de-

cline. The French armies have ravaged

Italy, and poured their fury upon the

feat of the beaft, Rome itfelf is become

a prey to its Apoftate and Infidel con-

querors. The temporal authority of the

Pope is completely fubverted^ and the

femblance of the antient Roman go^

vernment is eftablijhed at Rome^ by the

Democratic tyranny which reigns tri^

Mmphant in its place. The Pope him-

felf, after being expofed to repeated in-

fults,
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fults, is degraded and driven from his

throne ; he is divefted of his honours

and his flate—flripped of his polFc(lions

and revenues, and reduced to the abje(5l

condition of a wanderer, and an exile.

Germany, Naples, Portugal, and Spain,

view his degradation with indifference,

if not with approbation ; and France, the

country of Pepin and of Charlemagne,

the great founders of the Papal glory, is

the inftrument of his overthrow, and en-

riches herfelf with his fpoils.

And if fuch are the manifeji proofs of

the decline of the the Man of Sin from

the height of his power, it may be afked,

if there are any correfpondent intimations

of fitcb events to be found in the Holy

Scriptures ?

I adopt the words of Bidiop New-
ton", as containing the beft anfwer to

" Newton, vol. in. p. 400.

this



[ ^38 ]

this queflion. " The Prophets are not

more exprefTive of the elevation, than

they are of the deflrudlion, of the Papal

Antichriil. They not only predict his

downfall in general terms, but alio de-

fcribe the manner and circumftances of

it ; and St. John's account being larger

and more circumftantial and particular,

will be the beft comment and explana-

tion of the others."

And the ten horns which thouJaweft upon

the heafty theje Jhall hate the whore, and

JJmll make her dejolate and naked, andJJoall

eat her fieJJo^ andJhall burn her with fire.

For God hath -put in their hearts, to fulfit

his willy and to agree, and give their king-

dom unto the beafty until the zvords of God

Jhall be Julfilled. And the woman zvhich

thou Jawefty is that great city, which reign-

tth over the kings of. the earth.

To this Prophecy, the completion of

which is fb manifeflly going on ftep by

flep
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ftep before our eyes, I fubjoin the ob-
fervations of Daubuz*, and of Bifliop

Newton y, the former publilhed 78, and
the latter more than 32 years ago; and
I am the more particularly defirous of

recommending them to the attention of
the Reader, becaufe they furnifli him
with proofs of the proper application of

this predidion, and becaufe they dif-

play the true principles of interpretation

upon which thefe fagacious expofitors

of Prophecy have proceeded.

" As to the wov^Jhall hate, it implies,

JhallforJake ; and if the kings in Chriften-

dom forfake Rome, what can follow,

but that either they will com.bine to de-

flroy it, or elfe rather (land by neuters,

whilll: fome one of them perfoims this

laft office lo deftroy it ?....The beaft' as

fuch, the falfe prophet, and the whore,

* Daubuz's Commentary on the Revelations,

P- 795' 796^ 797- fol. 1720.

7 Newton, vol. iii. p. 308. 3d Edit. i;66.

arc
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are infeparable companions, that is, the

Romifli Church or City, Popery, and

Tyranny. But the horns fhall be fepa-

rated from the whore, and confequently

from the beafl, or the exercife of that

tyrannical power which makes them a

beaft, and maintains this whore in fplen-

dor and power. From this place and

the following we may Jafely conjeBure^

that the inftruments God Jhall make uje of

to dejiroy Rome^ not being /aid to come out

of the 'Templey fhall not therefore be of the

number of the true zvorfhtppers^ or Protef

tants, but of thofe that are fill horns upon

the beaft ; that is, of fuch as are fill in

communion with Rome^ at leaf fome one or

more of them,^'

And foall eat her flefh, Flefj^ in the

fymbolical language, fignifies the riches,

goods, and poiTeffions, of any perfon or

fubjedl conquered, oppreffed, or flain

By this third ad of the horns, it appears

that the fecular powers, who fliall attack

this
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this whore, will not only flrip her of her

riches and revenues, but alfo appropriate

them to themfelves.**

*' The ten horns /Jjall hate the whore ^;

that is, by a common figure of the whole

for a pavtyfome of the ten kings who for-

merly loved her, grown fenfible of her

exorbitant exadiions and oppreflions,

Jha// hate her, lliall ftrip and expofe, and

plunder her, and utterly conlume her

with fire. Rome therefore will finally

be deftroyed by fome of the princes,

who are reformed, or fhall be reformed

from Popery : and as the kings of France

have contributed greatly to her advance^

nient, it is not impojjible, nor improba^

bky that fome time or other they may

alfo be, the principal authors of her de-

Jirudign. France hath already fhown

fome tendency towards a reformation,

and therefore may appear more likely to

^ Newton, vol, ili. p. ^oS.

VOL. II. M effed
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effedt fuch a Revolution. Such a revo-

lution may reafonably be expe6ledy becaufe

this infatuation of Popifli princes is per-

mitted by divine Providence only for a

certain period, until the words of God

/hall be fulfilled^ and particularly the

words of the Prophet Daniel

—

They/hall

he given into his hand^ until a time, and

timeSy and the dividing of time : but then,

as it immediately follows, the judgment

fhall fit, and they fioall take away his do-

minion, to confnme and to defiroy it unto the

endr

The obfervations of Bifhop Newton

are more definite with refped: to the

Power, which he expected would effedt

the fubverfion of the Papal greatnefs -,

but he expelled alfo (and fome other

Commentators have agreed with him)

that a Reformation would previoufly take

place in France—but for this opinion

he afligns no reafon drawn from Scrip-

ture J whereas the opinion of Daubuz,

that
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that the injlrument God would make uje
vf, could not be true worJJAppers, or Pro-
tejlants, being founded on the Pro^
phecy itfeJf, has been verified by the
events.

This apoftafy of thofe who raifed the
power of Antichriftian Rome, this de-
gradation of her fovereign Pontiff, whom
the nations and kings of the earth once
worfhipped, or held in idolatrous vene-
ration, this appropriation of his fpoils to
the enrichment of his conquerors, are
events which will probably lead the way
to the complete fall and deflrudion of
the capital of this Antichriftian power,
when the meafure of its abominations
ihall be filled up. Lowman obferves',
and it is an important obfervation, that
''the fift-li vial or cup is poured out on
the throne of the- beaft; fo the word is in
the original. In the Scripture language.

* Lowman, p. 2^5.

M 2 throne.
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throne, kingdom, government, autho-

rity, dominion and power, are of like

iignlfication." *' The throne then of

the beaft, which our tranflation has ren-

dered Jeat^ feems plainly to mean his au-

thority and power, rather than the city

or feat of his refidence. For the Pro-

phetic language puts a throne to fignify,

not the feat of a kingdom, but its power

and authority. And fo this very Pro-

phecy explains it : this angel poured

his vial on the feat of the beajl^ and his

kingdom was full of darknefs, Darknefs

is an emblem of afflidion ; a kingdom

full of darknefs, will then naturally fig-

nify a great diminution of power, and

decay of authority : fo that the diflin-

guifhing punifhment of the beaft in this

period, that his kingdom (hall be full of

darknefs, will moft properly mean fome

great and fucccfsful oppofition to the

Papal power and authority, which fhall

much weaken and lefTen it, and give

fuch uneafinefs to the fupporters of it.
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as fliall drive them into a rage, and make
them bite tlieir tongues as it were, for

anger and vexation."

^

The final deftru(flion of Rome is like-

wife clearly {ct forth, particularly by St.

John in the Prophecies which have been
quoted ^ together with the rea/om on
account of which this fignal and heavy
judgment will be infiided, and the emo-
tions it is calculated to raife in the minds
of mankind.

*' The laft aA which the fecular pow-
ers^ fhall perform towards this whore, or
capital city, is, that they fhall deilroy
her with fire and fword ; and by that
means leave no refuge there to any of
her lovers to hold up, and maintain by
her power, the idolatry and tyrannical

dominion exercifed by her. Moft cer-

^ Introduaory Chapter, p. ii.
' Daubuz, p. 798.

M 3 tainly
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tainly thefe fymbols imply the entire de-

flrudion of this capital city Thus
her fate will be like that of the literal

Babylon, vvhofe fituation is now almoft

unknown, becaufe it has been utterly

deftroyed. The fall of this myftical Ba-

bylon muft make way to the fall of ido-

latiy ; it feems morally impoflible that

the one fhould be done without the

other. And when we confider the con-

flant method of the divine Providence,

which has been to include the capital in

the fate of the nation condemned, as

Nineveh, Babylon, Jerufalem, Samaria,

and fome others ; why fhould we think

it will be more favourable to Rome, the

city which has been a greater and more

gonftant enemy to the true religion,

both in the Jewifh and the Chrifliian

difpenfations, than any other; and has

tyrannized with the mod horrid aggra- ,

vations beyond any thing before ? This

Chapter puts it out of doubt, that the

Utter deftrudion of Rome is defigned

by
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by the Almighty. Neverthelefs as it

will appear afterwards by the nineteenth

Chapter, fome confiderable part of the

favourers of idolatry and tyranny fliall

jftill fubfifl after the/7// of this Babylon,

and keep up the old prctenfions of the

beaft, and falfe Prophet, till they are

defliroyed by a judgment there defcribed

and foretold. But in the mean time

they fhall never be able to rellore Ba-

bylon to its former ftate."

" ^ It appears then that this Anti-

chriflian power was to arife in the latter

times of the Roman Empire, after an

end fhould be put to the imperial pow-
er, and after the empire fhould be di-

vided into ten kingdoms : and it is not

only foretold when it fliould prevail, but

moreover hozv long it fhould prevail.

Here we cannot but obferve, that the

very fame period of time is prefixed for

** Newton, vol. iii. p. 39^, ^^6.

M 4 its
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its continuance both by Daniel and by

St. John. Wonderful is the confent

and harmony between thefe infpired

writers, as in other circumftances of the

Prophecy, fo particularly in this. In

Daniel the little horn was to wear out the

faints of the mofl High, and think to change

times and laws ; and it is faid exprefsly,

that they fhould be given into his handy

until a time^ and times^ and the dividing of

time j or as the fame thing is exprelTed

in another place, for a time, times, and a

half. In the Revelation it is faid of the

beqfly to whom in like manner // zvas

given to make war with the faints^ and to

overcome them^ that power alfo was given

unto him to continue forty and two months :

and the holy city the Gentiles fjjoidd tread

under foot forty and tzvo months : and the

two witnejjes fhould prophefy a thoufand

two hundred and threefcore days clothed in

fackcloth : and the woman, the true

^ church of Chrifl, who fled into the wil-

dernefs from perfecution, (hould be fed

and



[ 249 ]

and nourlfhed there a thoufand two hun*

dred and threefcore days^ or as it is other-

wile expreffed in the fame chapter, /or a

time, and times, and half a time. Now
all thefe numbers you will find upon
computation to be the fame, and each

of them to fignify 1260 years. For a

time is a year, and a time and times and
the dividing of time, or half a time, are

three years and a half, and three years and
a half, are 42 months, and 42 months are

1260 days, and 1260 days in the Pro-
phetic ftyle are 1260 years. From all

thefe dates and charaders it may fair-

ly be concluded, that the time of the

church's great afflidlion and of the reign

of Antichrift will be a period of 1260
years."

The conjedlures concerning the exa5i

date of the commencement of this An-
tichriftian power are fo numerous, that

it will be piudent to wait for its end be-
fore we form a decided opinion. We have

M 5 ho^.vcvcr
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however fufficient ground to conclude

pofitively, that from whatever remark-

able era thefe prophetical years are dated,

the period of their accomplifhment can-

not be very remote from the prefent

times—Fleming *< reckons that the Papal

head took its rife from that memorable

year 606, when Phocas did in a manner

devolve the government of the IVeJl

upon Boniface III. by giving him the

title of fupreme and univerfal Bifhop ; or

in 608, when Boniface IV. did firfr pub-

licly authorize idolatry, by* dedicating

the Pantheon to the worlhip of the

Virgin Mary, and all faints ; but he

does not confider his power as efta-

blifhed, till fome years afterwards.—By
Jieps he hath been raifed up, and by jleps

muft he be pulled down^—^'' In the year

666, the myftical number of the beaft,

which Iren^eus interpreted to mean the

Latin Monarchy, Pope Vitalian did firfl

ordain that all public worjhip fliould

h^'m Latin'—In 756, or 758, which

was



was 666 years after St. John faw the

vifion of the bead, according to the mofl:

probable calculation, Pope Paul I. re-

ceived the exarchate of Ravenna as a do-

nation from Pepin, King ofFrance^d^nd then

was his ^ow^x fully efiablifhed,—Bifliop

Newton confiders the year ^I'^diS the moft

probable era, for the rife of this power,

as the Pope and people of Rome in that

year revolted from the Exarch of Ra-

venna, and iliook off their allegiance to

the Greek Emperor ; and Sigonius ob-

ferves, that in 727 " Rome and the Ro-

man dukedom came from the Greeks to

the Roman Pontiff"—The Pope then

became a little horn, or fecular prince -,

but his power was not fully eflablifljedy

till he obtained the exarchate of Ra-

venna from Pepin, in 756, or 758. It

is very remarkable, that whether we
adopt Fleming*s mode of calculation,

and date the 'beginning of the 1 260 years

from 758, when all agree that the Papacy

w^s fully eflabliQied as a temporal, as well

M 6 as
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as fpiritual power; or whether, with Bi-

fhop Newton ^, and according to com-

mon calculation, we confider '' the be-

ginning of the 1260 years of the reign of

Antichrifl, is to be dated from the year

727, their end will fall near the year

2000 after Chrift; and at the end of the

6000th year of the world, when, ac-

cording to a very early tradition of Jews

and Chrifhians, and even of Heathens,

great changes and revolutions are ex-

pedted both in the natural and In the

moral world ; and there rerfiaineth, ac-

cording to the words of the Apoftle, a

fabbatijm^ or holy rejt to the people of

God.^^

Thus was the Antichriflian power of

the Church of Rome defcribed by Da-

niel, St. Paul, and St. John, at a time

when no fuch power exifted, as it was

to be in future and diftant ages, in the

xife, progrefs, and eftablilliment of its

•• Newton, vol. iii. p. 397.

tem-
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temporal and fpiritual dominion. Thejr
pomted out, in a manner ftridly cor-
refpondent witli the whole feries of the
hiftory of that Church, its departure
from the true faith, its errors, cere-
monies, pretended miracles and canon-
izations of martyrs, the greatnefs of its
authority, and the boundlefs extent of
Its dominion

: they even marked with
more appropriate circumftances, its fpi-
nt of intolerance and perfecution, its
monaftic eftabliOiments, the celibacy of
Its clergy, its impious alfumption of a
divine power to grant pardons ;ind ab-
folutions for fin; the departure of the
Proteftants from its communion, its gra-
dual decline, and its final deftruftion.

"'If in the days of St. Paul and St
John, there were any footfteps of fuch a
fort of Power as this in the world ; or if
there ever had 'ken any fuch power in

' Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed
Keligion, vol. ii. p, jjo.

the
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the world ; or if there was then any ap-

pearance or probability, that there ever

could be any fuch kind of power in the

world; much lefs in the temple or

Church of God ; and if there be not

now [or very lately was] fuch a Power

aaually and confpicuoujly e^iercifed in the

Chriftian world ; and if any pidure of

this Power, drawn after the event, can

nozv defcribe it more plainly and exadly,

than it was originally defcribed in the

words of THESE Prophecies; then,

BUT NOT TILL THEN, may it with fome

degree of plaufiblenefs be luggefted by

an Atheift or a Deift, that thefe Pro-

phecies are nothing more than enthu-

fiaftic imaginations.'*

CLASS
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CLASS II,

CHAPTER THE SECOND.

XHE RISE, PROGRESS, ESTABLISH-
MENT, AND DECLINE OP THE MA-
HOMETAN POWER OP ANTICHRIST.

We have already feen^ that the Pro-
phets Daniel and St. John clearly re-
vealed the rife and eftablilhment of a
Power ,n /^, E,J, at a cerlain period of
ttme, which was to be a fcourge " to the
people of God" for their manifold of-
fences

; and which is to be confidered as
one of the forms of Antichrift —We
now proceed to prove, from -the au-
tlaonty of the mt)ft eminent and learned
Commentators, Mede, Vitringa, Dau-

' See Introduaory Chapter, p. 13.

buz.
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buz, Sir IHiac and B'-Olop Newton,

More, Whlfton, Lowman, and many

others, and from the teilimony ot Hif-

torical faBs, that thefe Prophecies are

llridly appHcable to Mahomet and his

followers—that they have been accom-

pHIhed by them as far as time will ad-

mit of their accompUfhment, and are at

the prefent hour fulfilling before our

eyes.

In the ninth chapter of Revelations,

which the Reader will recoiled was

quoted at length in page 13. St. John

has prefigured under fuitable emblems,,

the origin, the charaderiftic manners,

the arts of war, and the deftrudive ra-

vages of the pretended Prophet of Ara-

bia and his followers—-the Arabians,

Saracens, and Turks—upon the idola-

trous and corrupt CI iriftians. This for-

midable power commenced about the

year of Chrift 606, which is confidered

by moft of the early Commentators, as

the
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the year when the Papal Antichrifl was
>:/^eftablifhed\

By the permi/non of Divine provi-
-<Ience, whofe defigns are frequently re-
prefented in Scripture, and more parti-
cularly in the Apocal3'pfe, as being ac-
complifhed by celeflial agents ; an angel
defcended and opened the cave of the
abyfs, for fo the words of the original
Greek ought to be tranflated. This
figurative reprefentation properly ex-
prefTes a commiffion from heaven to al-
low Satan to infeft the world with fome
new and great trial. <' ^ jhe word itand-

* It is fomewhat remarkable that thefe powers
not only arofe, but were>//, ejlahlijbed nearly to-
gether. In the year 758 the Pope received the ex-
archate of Ravenna, and foon after became fovereign
of Rome.

^
In 762, the Saracen Caliph, Almanfor.

built Bagdad as the capital of his extenfive empire
It IS certain that tfiey have declined together, and
the popular opinion in Rome and Conftantinople
concernmg their fall is Angularly fimilar.

^ Whitaker's View of the Proph. p. 119, 20, 21.

ing
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ing in the original for cave^ is more par-

ticularly expreflive of thofe caverns,

which, on account of the fprings they

contain, emit a vapour, and were by Pa-

gan fuperflition often confidered as the

f^ats of oracles and fources of infpiration.

And does not this emblem mofl ftrik-

ingly defcribe the rife of a pretended re-

velation ? Or, when fuch, anfwering in

all points to the predidion, was propa-

gated at the period to which this Pro-

phecy relates, does not the literal cir-

cumftance of its rife froni a cave, both

fix the application, and demonftrate the

truth of the Prophecy ? And that fuch

was the origin of the Koran of Ma-

homet, we learn from Mr. Gibbon's de-

claration, that Mahomet during the

month Ramadan in each year, with-

drew from the world to the cave of

Hera, ' and confulted the fpirit of fraud

and enthufiafm." The fun and the air

ivere darkened by reafon of the fmoke of the

pty when the falfehoods, contradidions,

and
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and fables of the Koran ufurped the
place of the Gofpel truths. And that
tiie preaching of Mahomet brought on
a fpiritual darknefs, by obfcuring the
light of Revelation, the fate of the Gof-
pel in the countries ruled by his dif-
ciples fufficiently proves, without taking
into the account the following words of
the hiftorian, when defcribing the treat-
ment of Chrifti^s dwelling in Maho-
metan countries.—''cy^ decent reverence
for the national faith is impofed on their
fermons and converfations : and the fa-
crilegious attempt to feduce a MufTul-
man will not be fuffered to efcape with
impunity.—In a time however of tran-
quilhty and juftice, the Chriflians have
never been compelled to renounce the
Gcfpelor to embrace the Koran ; but the
punilhment of death is inflidcd for the
apoftates, who have profeiied and de-
ferted the law of Mahomet."—Reftric-

^ Gibbon, c. 5 I.

tions,
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tions like thefe, and efpecially the laji^

when laid upon the leffons of truth,

amount to obfcuring it ; though we

add not the effe6t of other circumftances

which have impeded the influence of

the Gofpel, and diminilhed the number

of its difciples in the regions under the

dominion of the Muffulmen."

As out ofthefmoke caj^e locujis upon the

earthy fo the pretended divine million of

Mahomet was the immediate caufe of

the Saracens overrunning* the countries

they infeiled; and the Hiftorian before

quoted gives us fufficient proofs of the

connexion between the dodlrines they

taught, and the conquefls they atchieved;

and of the facility of eflabUfhing fuch a

connexion in minds fo ardent, and tem-

pers fo enthuliaftic as thofe of his fol-

lowers. '"^The Prophet of Medina af-

fumed in his new Revelations a fiercer

and more fanguinary tone, which proves

^ Gibbon, c. 50.

that
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that his former moderation was the cf-

feci of weaknefs : the means of perfua-

fion had been tried, the feafon of for-

bearance was elapfed; and he was now
commanded to propagate his rehgion by
the fvvord, to deftroy the monuments of
idolatry, and, without regarding the fane-

tity of days or months, to purfue the

unbeHeving nations of the earth."

" From all fides the roving Arabs were
allured to the ftandard of religion and
plunder."...." Their intrepid fouls were
fired with enthufiafm, the enjoyment of
wealth and beauty was. held out as the
reward of their vidlory over Chriflians

and idolaters, the pidure of the invi-

fible world was flrongly painted on their

imagination -, and the death which they
had always defpifcd, became an objeft

of hope and defire."

The King who led thefe vaft armies is

not only mentionc-d, but eniphaticaily de-

fcribed as the angel of the bottomiefs pit^ or

ahyfs^
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abyfsy whofe name in the Hebrew tongue is A'

baddoHy but in the Greek tongue hath his name

Apollyon, The title Abaddon, is remarked

by the learned Jofeph Mede to be an allu-

fion to Obodas, the common name of the

antient monarchs of that part of Arabia,

from whence Mahomet came. Such in

prophetical language was He who iffued

from the abyfs, or cave of Hera, to pro-

pagate his pretended revelations ^ fuch

was He who pretended that he received

his inflrudlions by the mipiflration of

the angel Gabriel, and who alleged a di-

vine commiffion to juftify bloodflied and

deftrudiion. Mahomet profefledly de-

clared, that his faith was not to be ex-

tended by miracles, or by any gentle

means, but by force of arms. " ^ The
fword,*' faid he, " is the key of heaven

and of hell : a drop of blood fhed in

the caufe of God, a night fpent in arms,

is of more avail, than two months of

I Gibbon, c. jo,

falling
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fafting or prayer : whoever falls in bat-
tle, his fins are forgiven ; at the day of
judgment his wounds fhall be refplen-

dent as vermilion, and as odoriferous as

mu/k : and the lofs of his limbs Ihall be
fupplied by the wings of angels and of
cherubim." The whole courfe of his

conduct was confiftent with thefe de-
clarations, and his bloody career was
marked by the facrifice of the laws of
juflice and the feelings of humanity, to
his revenge and his ambition. '« He
fought in peribn at nine battles, or
lieges

; and fifty enterprifes of war were
atchieved in ten years by himfelf or his

lieutenants The ufe of fraud and per-
fidy, of cruelty and injuftice, were often

fubfement to the propagation of the
faith

; and Mahomet commanded, or a;p-

proved the afTafTination of the Jews and- •

idolaters who had efcaped from the field

of battle/'

Under
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Under the banners of this destroy-

er, and " his fucceffors, went forth the

armies of Arabs and Saracens like locujis

upon the earth for their numbers and the

rapidity of their progrefs ; and like fcor-

pions of the earth for their venom, and

their power to infli6t the moft deadly-

wounds. Gibbon calls them, " Flights

of Barbarians ;*' and the Arabian writers

defcribe the followers of Mahomet as

/warms of locufis flymg into a country

to confume its productions. And yet

they are commanded, that they fhould not

hurt the grafs of the earth^neither any green

thino-^ neither any tree. The locufts of the

Prophecy are therefore not real, but ty-

pical locufts, and an hiftorical fad will

fhow how well this reftridion applies to

the Mahometan armies. The Caliph A-

bubeker^ who fucceeded Mahomet in

the year 632, gave expreL orders to Ye-

f Lowman, p. 123.

fid
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lid the General of his forces, not to de-

ftroy any pahii-trees, nor burn any fields

of corn, nor cut down any fruit-trees.

The fury and deftruclive ravages of

the Arabs and Saracens were direded

againft the degenerate Chriftians, and

they were raifed up as the terrible in-

flruments of the divine difpleafure, to

hurt thofe men who had not the feal of God

in theirforeheads. Here is a defcription,

concife indeed, but fufficiently charac-

teriflic of the Chriftians at the com-

mencement of the feventh century, when

Mahomet began to propagate his faith.

They had not the feal of God in their fore-

heads—they w^ere not diftinguiilied by

the proper marks of their Chriftian pro-

fellion. Such was the facl as we coliedt

it from' all the hiftorians of thofe times,

and 'more particularly from Gibbon,

who in his fortieth, forty-firft, forty-third,

and forty-fifth Chapters, has drawn, with

a malignant pleafure, the dark picture

VOL II. N of
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of their enmities, their corruptions, and

their vices. Of their fuperflition and

idolatrous tendency, which appear evi-

dently from the concluding part of the

Prophecy, to be particular objeds of the

divine punifhment, he thus fpeaks

—

*' The Chriftians of the feventh century

had infenfibly relapfed into a femblance

of Paganifm : their public and private

vows were addrefled to the relics and

images that difgraced the temples of the

Eaft : the throne of the Almighty was

darkened by a cloud of m*artyrs, and

faints, and angels, the objeds of po-

pular veneration , and the Collyridian

Heretics, who flouriflied in the fruitful

foil of Arabia, inverted the Virgin Mary

with the name and honours of a god-

defs." ^ The parts of the world which

remained moft free from thefe corrup-

tions, were Savoy, Piedmont, and the

fguthern parts of France (which were

s Newton, vol. Hi. p. loi.

after-



[ ^67 ]

afterwards the nurferies and habitations

of the Albigenfes and Waldenfes), and

on this account they efcaped the cala-

mities of the times. For it ought to be

particularly noticed, that when the Sa-

racens approached thefe countries in the

year 732, they were defeated with great

Daughter in feveral engagements, by

the renowned Charles Martel, King of

France**,

To them it was given that they Jhould

not kill them, but that they Jlyotild he tor-

mented. In the courfe of the fuccefsful

inroads made by the Saracens, no go-

vernment, ftate, or empire, was killed, or

dejlroyed. " ' They greatly harralled and

tormented both the Greek and the La-

tin Churches ; but they did not utterly

extirpate the one or the other. They
befieged Conflantinople, and even plun-

^ Gibbon, c. 53.

* Newton, vol. iii. p. 10 1,

N 2 ^ dered
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dered Rome ; but they could not make

themfelves mailers of either of thofe ca-

pital cities. The Greek Empire fufFered

mofh from them, as it was nearefl to

their own territories. They difmem-

bered it of Syria, and of Egypt, and

fome others of its beft and richeft pro-

vinces ; but they were never able to

fubdue and conquer the whole. As

often as they befieged Conftantinople,

they were repulfed and defeated. They

attempted it in the reign of Conftantine

Pogonatus, A. D. 672 ; but their men

and fhips were deftroyed by the fea-fire

invented by Callinicus ; and, after feven

years ineffe61:ual pains, they were com*

pelled to raife the fiege and conclude a

peace. They attempted it again in the

reign of Leo Ifauricus, A. D. 718; but

they were forced to defifl by famine,

and peftilence, and iolTes of various kinds,

In this attempt they exceeded their com-

. miffion ; and therefore they were not

crowned with their ufual fuccefs." Al-

^' though
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thouo;h the followers of Mahomet did

not fubvert the governments of the

countries which they invaded, yet their

military laws adjudi:,ed fo many people

to captivity, and the condition of the

women in particular was fo deplorable ^,

being fo much in the power of perfons

who fet no bounds to their paflions, that

/// tbofe days men fought deaths and could

not find it, and they dejired to die, and

death was farfrom them. They preferred

death to the hard conditions of llavery

and oppreflion to which they were re-

duced, and earnefhiy wifhed to clofe the

fcene of their miferies and their lives to-

gether.

The vafh armies which follov/ed the

ftandard of Mahomet were compofed of

cavalry

—

they were like unto horjes pre-

pared/or battle.—The Arabs were always

celebrated for the excellent breed of

^ Lowman, p. 123.

N 3 their
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their liorfes, their expertnefs in all equef-

trian exercifes, and the great advantages

they derived from their fvvift and well

appointed cavalry in their various wars

and incurfions. On their heads zv.ere as it

were crowns like gold—The turban was

the peculiar drefs of the Arabian chiefs,

adorned with plates or bands of gold.

And as the crown is an emblem of fo-

vereignty, the prophetical allufion may

refer to the numerous kingdoms which

they overran. For as Mr. Mede excel-

lently obferves^ " No nation had ever

fo wide a command, nor ever were fo

many kingdoms, fo many regions fubju-

gated in fo fhort a fpace of time. It

founds incredible, yet moft true it is,

that in the fpace of eighty or not many

more years, they fubdued and acquired

to the diabolical kingdom of Moham-
med, Paleiline, Syria, both Armenias,

almoft all Afia Minor, Perfia,. India, E-

' Newton, vol. iil. p. 103,
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g>'pt, Numidia, all Barbary, even to the

river Niger, Portugal and Spain. Nei-

ther did their fortune or ambition flop

here, till they had added alfo a great

part of Italy, as far as to the gates of

Rome ; moreover Sicily, Candia, Cy-

prus, and the other iflands of the Medi-

terranean Sea. Good God ! how great

a tradl of land 1 how many cromns were

here ! Vv'hence alfo it is worthy of ob-

fervation, that mention is not made here,

as in other trumpets, of the third part ^

forafmuch as this plague fell no lefs

without the bounds of the Roman Em-
pire than within it, and extended itfelf

even to the remotefl Indies."

T^heir faces were as the faces of men—
they had a bold and manly countenance

—but they wore their hair in an eife-

minafe manner. T^hev had their hair as

the hair of women.—The Saracens let

their hair grow to a great length, and

N 4 wore
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v/Ore It plaited, and in treffes. "It was

cbferved by Piiny, that the Arabians

wore a kind of turbans, or mitres on

their heads ; that they dreffed and

twifted their hair in a particular man-
ner j Co that one part of the Saracens

was diftinguillied by it from another.

Their teeth zvere as the teeth of lions—They
were as well furniflied with the inftru-

ments of deftrudlion, as if nature had

given them the teeth of the ftrongefl

animals.

—

And they had breajl-plates^ as

it were of iron—Well furnilhed with the

means of deftru6lion, they were equally

well equipped with defenfive armour.

As the locufh is defended by a hard fliell

of the colour of iron, fo the Saracens

were guarded by coats of mail calculated

to repel the darts and other weapons of

their enemies". Their formidable and

cla-

*" Lowman, p. 121.

* *^ The found of their lumgs- denotes the fwlft-

nefs
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clamorous onfet, when haftening for-

ward to engage their enemies, was as the

found of chariots of many horfes running to

battle.

The exadl feafon of the year, during

which the Saracens made their mod re-

markable ravages and conquefts, is re-

peatedly pointed out. The men whom
they aflailed, were tormentedfive months°.

The locufts infefl the countries of the

Eafl for the five warmeft months, and

they are inacflive and torpid for the reft

of the year. It is well known, that the

manner in which the Arabs invaded their

neighbours, was by fudden incurfions

during the fummer months ; retiring

again and difperfing during the winter,

and gathering together the next fpring,

nefs and rapidity of their conquefts j and it is in-

deed aftonifliing^ that in lels than a century they

crefted an empire, which extended from India to

Spain. Newton.

* Lowman, p. 122.

N 5 for
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for a new fummer's invafion. According

to the military laws and conllitutions of

the Mahometans, war was forbid during

the facred months, which were the two

firft and the two lafl. The prophetical

defcription is not lefs exad in a figu-

rative, than in a hteral fenfe. The days

that conftitute the months, in which

men were tormented^ may be reckoned as

equivalent to 150 years, according to

the ufual mode of prophetical compu-

tation ^ Within the fpace of thefe 150

years, the Saracens made th^ir greatefl

conquellsi. Mahomet emerged from

th^

P Newton, vol. iii. p. 109.

^ The number being repeated twice, the fums

may be thought to be doubled, and amount in

prophetic computation to 300 years : then, accord-

ino- to Sir I. Newton, "The whole time that the

Caliphs of the Saracens reigned with a temporal

dominion at Damaicus and Bagdad together, was

300 years, viz. from the year 6^"] to the year 936,

inclufive ;" when their empire was broken and

divided into feveral principalities; or kingdoms.
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the cave of the abvfs^ Lnd began to pro-

pagate his religion in the y^ar 612 ; and

Bagdat, or the city of peace, was built

by the Caliph Almanfor, in the year

762." This was the firft fixed eftablifli-

ment of the Caliphs, where they enjvoyed

the fruits of their conquefls, and funk

in luxury and repofe. *' ^ In this city of

peace, amidft the riches of the Laft, the

AbafTides foon difdained the abftinence

and frugality of the firft Caliphs, and

afpired to emulate the magnificence of

the Perfian kings. After his wars and

buildings, Almanfor left behind him in

gold and filver about thirty millions

fberling, and this treafure was exhaufhed

in a few years, by the vices or virtues of

his children.'* After the period deftined

for the ravages of the locujls^ the rage of

So that let thefe ji'ue months be taken in any pof-

fible conllni6lion, the event will ftill anfwer, and

the Prophecy will ftill be fulfilled." Newton,

vol. iii. p. 1 10, III.

^ Gibbon, c. 52,

K 6 the
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the Saracens for conqueft and plunder

began to fubfide, the torments infli6led

by thefe fatal fcorpions began to abate,

and the diftrefs and defolation, which

they had fpread over fo confiderable a

portion of the earth, received an extra-

ordinary check from their own intefline

difputes, and the fettlement of efta-

bhfhed monarchies in Perfia, Africa, and

Spain. ^' * The fovereignty of Arabia

was lofh by the extent and the rapidity

of conquefl. The colonies of the nation

were fcattered over the Eaft and the

Weft, and their blood was mingled with

the blood of their converts and captives.

After the reign of three Caliphs, the

throne was tranfported from Medina to

the valley of Damafcus, and the banks

of the Tigris , the holy cities were vio-

lated by impious war ; Arabia was ruled

by the rod of a fubjedl, perhaps of a

ftranger ^ and the Bedoweens of the de-

' Gibbon; c. 50.

fert,
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fert, awakening from their dream of do-

minion, refumed their old and folitary

independence.'*

Notvvithflanding fuch great and fig-

nal puniihments were inflidled upon the

Chriftians of the Eafl^ and of the Sonthy

and of the M^efl, by the propagation of

the falfe reHgion of Mahomet, and by

the oppreflions exercifed over them by

the Saracen locufls, yet no general re-

formation was produced either in the

eftablifhment or the manners of the

Chriftians. In vain did the Emperor

Leo the Ifaurian, and his fon Conftan-

tinus Copronymus in the year 718, en-

deavour to put a ftop to the idolatrous

practice of image-worfhip ; and in or-

der to abolifli it effedually, ordered all

images to be taken from the churches.

Their exertions were violently oppofed by

the BiJJjops of Home, Gregory II. con-

firmed the prevailing idolatry by the

authority of a Synod, rejecled the order

of
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of the Emperor, abfolved his fubjec^s

from their allegiance, and even pro-

ceeded to excommunicate him, and he

obtained a confirmation of the prevail-

ing fuperilitions both in the Eaft and in

the Well, by the decrees of general

councils. Of this incorrigible wicked-

nefs we find notice given by the predic-

tion of the woes which were to follow.

One woe is pqfl, behold there come two

woes more hereafter. This mode of ex-

preffion evidently (hows tKat between

the cealing of the firft woe, and the be-

ginning of the fecond there fliould be

fome interval of time. * With this inti-

mation the event exadlly correfponded,

fince the power prefigured by the four

angels bound in the Euphrates " did not

invade

' Whitaker, p. 135.

" The great river Euphrates, to whofe banks

they had been confined, defcends from the moun-

tains of Armenia, runs through the provinces of

Chaldea
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invade the territories of the Roman Em-
pire, nor torment the Chriftians, who
were eftabhlhed in it, till fome centu-

ries had elapfed after the ceflation of the

ravages of the Saracens.

One of the tribes of the Turks indeed

made an irruption into the Greek Em-
pire, fooner than the time allotted for the

advance of "the Euphratean horfemen."
" "" Twenty-five years after the death

of Bafil, his fuccelTors, in the year 1050,

were fuddenly afTaulted by an unknown

race of Barbarians, who united the Scy-

thian valour with the fanaticifm of new

profelytes, and the arts and riches of a

powerful monarchy. The myriads of

Turkilh horfcmen overfpread a frontier

of fix hundred miles, from Tauris to

Arzeroum : and the blood of one hundred

Chaldea and Babylon, and is the centre of the

Turkifh dominions.

^ Gibbon, c. 57.

and
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and thirty thoufand Chn{}:\2im was a grate-

ful facrifice to the Arabian Prophet.'*

But the Prophets notice only that par-

ticular nation, whofe firmly eilablifhed

empire has laded to the prefent day.

In the year 1055, Togrul Beg, Sultan

of the Turks, after having lubdued

Chorazln and Perfia, took pofltflion of

Bagdad, the capital of the Saracen Ca-

liphs. Hi? fucceflbrSj Olub Anllam, and

Melech Schah, conquered the regions of

the Euphrates; and after fhe death of

Melech Schah, thefe conquefls were

broken into the king-doms of Armenia,

Mefopotamia, Syria, and Cappadocia,

the capitals of v/hich were Mizapha-

rekin, Moful, Aleppo, and Iconium, ac-

cording to Sir I. Newton. Bifhop New-
ton fuppofes thefe fultanies to take their

names from the cities of Bagdad, Da-

mafcus, Aleppo, and Iconium, at the

periods they fettled themfelves there ;

but this difference does not affed the

point
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point in queftion. Thefe four Sultans

were for a confiderable time *' bound,"

or reflrained from extcndino- their con-

quells farther than the territories bor-

dering on the Euphrates, by the croi-

fades of the European Chriflians into

the Floly Land, in the latter part of the

eleventh, and in the twelfth and thir-

teenth centuries. Religion probably for-

bacf their molefting the Saracens during

the attack of their Chriftian enemies.

But when the Chriflians abandoned their

conquefls in Syria and Paleftine, then

" the four angels in the river Euphrates

were loofed." Soliman Shah ^', the firft

chief and founder of the Othman race,

was drowned in his attempt to pafs the

Euphrates, in his retreat from Jengis

Chan: bjat Ortogrul, his third fon, ob-

tained leave of Aladin, Sultan of Ico-

nium, to fettle in the mountains of Ar-

menia, with 400 of his Turks, " Frorrv

y Newton, vol. iii. p. 1 14.

thence
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thence they began their excurfions ; and

the other Turks aflbciating with them,

and following their flandard, they gained

feveral vidories over the Tartars on one

fide, and over the Chrifbians on the

other. Ortogrul dying in 1288, Oth-

man, or Ofman, his Ibn iucceeded him

in power and authority; and in 1299,

as fome fay, with the confent of Aladin

himfeif, he was proclaimed Sultan, cciiu

founded a new empire ; and the people

afterwards [a mixed multitude, the re-

mains of the four Sultani^s] as well as

the new empire, was called by his name."

*' "^ In this manner, and at, this parti-

cular time, the four angels wen loojed to

Jlay the third part of men, that is, to con-

quer and to overthrow the fubje(5ls of

the Roman Empire. The Latin or

Weftern Empire was broken to pieces

under the firft four trumpets ; the

* Newton, vol. iii. p. 116.

Greek



[ ^'^3 ]

Greek or Eaftern empire was cruelly

/w/, and tor?neHted under the fifth trum-

pet; and here under the fixth trumpet

it is to be Jlain and utterly dcftroyed.

Accordingly all Afia Minor, Syria, Pa-

letline, Egypt, Thrace, Macedon, Greece,

and all the countries which formerly be-

longed to the Greek or Eaftern Em-
perors, the Othmans have conquered

and fubjugated to their dominion. They
firft pafied over into Europe, in the

reign of Orchan their fecond emperor,

in the year 1357. They took Conftan-

tinople in the reign of Mohammed their

feventh emperor, in the year 1453 ; and

in time all the remaining parts of the

Greek Empire Hiared the fate of their

capital city. * The laft of their con-

quefts were Candia, or the antient

Crete, in 1669, and Cameniec in 1672.

For the execution of this great work, it

is faid that they were preparedfor an hour^

• Newton, vol. iii. p. 117.

and
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and a day, and a month, and a year. Now
it is wonderfully remarkable, that the

firft conqueft mentioned in hiftory, of

the Othmans over the Chriftians, was in

the year of the Hegira 680, and the

year of Chrift 1281. For Ortogrul ' in

that year (according to the accurate Hif-

torian Saadi) 'crowned his viftories with

the conqueft of the famous city of Ku-
tahi upon the Greeks.' Compute 391

years from that time [according to efta-

blilhed prophetic calculation] and they

will terminate in the year 1672 : and in

that year, as it was hinted before, Mo-
hammed the fourth took Cameniec from

the Poles; ' and forty-eight towns and

villages in the territory of Cameniec

were delivered up' to the Sultan upon

the treaty of peace. Whereupon Prince

Cantemir hath made this memorable

reflexion, ' This was the lafb vidtory by

which any advantage accrued to the

Othman ftate ; or any city or province

was annexed to the ancient bounds of

the
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the empire.' Agreeably to which ob-

fervation, he hath intitled the former

part of h's hiftory, 0/ the growth of the

Othman Empire^ and the following part.

Of the decay of the Othman Empire. Other

wars and llaughters, as he fays, have en-

fued. The Turks even befiegcd Vienna

in 1683 ; but this exceeding the bounds

of their commiiTion, they were defeated.

Belgrade and other places may have been

taken from them, and furrendered to

them again : but ftill they have fubdued

no new Rate or potentate of Cbriften-

dom now for the Ipace of between 80

and 90 years ) and in all probability

they never may again, their empire ap-

pearing rather to decreafe than increale.

Here then the Prophecy and the event

agree exadlly in the period of 391 years;

and if more accurate and authen'ic hif-

tories ot the Othmans were brought to

light, and we* knew the very day where-

in Kutahi was taken, as certainly as we

know that wherein Cameniec was taken,

the
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the like exadnefs might alfo be found

in the 15 days. But though the time

be limited for the Othmans flaying the

third part of men, yet no time is fixed

for the duration of their empire ; only

this fecond woe will end, when the third

woe, or the defl:ru61:ion of the beaft,

fhallbeat hand^''

And the mmiher of the army of the

horfemen were two hundred thoujand thou-

fand, or as the words may be tranflated

more literally, '' two myriads of my-
riads." It was the cuftom of the Tarta-

rian tribes to count their forces by my-

riads; and Gibbon, fpeaking of the

Turkifh cavalry, adopts this mode of

computation. The Hiflorian, defcribing

the peculiar manners and cuftoms of

their anceftors, fays*^, their wandering

life maintains the fpirit and exercife of

^ See the fecond Introdu6lory Chapter.

' Gibbon, c. j;.

armsi
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arms; they fight on horjeback ^Thc
Sultan Mahmud inquired of a chief of

the race of Seljuk, who dwelt in the ter-

ritory of Bochara, what fupply of men A. D.

he couJd furniih for mihtary fervice. ^°-^^'

If you fend, replied Ifmael, one of thefe

arrows into our camp, fifty thoiifand of
your fervants zvill mount on horfeback.

And if that number, continued Mah-
mud, fliould not be fufficient ? Send
this fecond arrow to the horde of Balik,

and you will find fifty thoufand more.
But, faid the Sultan, if 1 Hiould {land in

need of your whole kindred tribes ? Dif-

patch my bow^, was the laft reply of If-

mael, and as it is circulated around, the

fummons will be obeyed by tzm hundred

thoufand horfe,

^When Alp Arflan invaded the Ro- .^ p
man Empire, " his hopes of vidory were 107

1.'

•* Gibbon, c. 57. p. 6jo,
' Gibbon, c, 57.

placed
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placed in the arrows of the T^iirklfh ca-

valry^ whofe fquadrons were loofely dif-

tributed in the form of a crefcent." ^ At

the laft fiege of Conftantinople in the

numerous army of Turks, which con-

lifted of two hundred and fifty-eight thou-

fa,:d men, there were, according to an

hiftorian quoted by Gibbon, only fifteen

thoufand Janizaries, troops which are

known to be the principal infantry of

the Ottomans ;—fo that if an allowance

be made for forty thoufand foot, col-

Je(5ted together under other denomina-

tions, there will remain for the number

of the army of the horfemen on this

lingle occalion, literally izventy myriads

^

or two hundred thoufand s."

Thofe

*" Whitaker, p. 151.

s " The Timariots, or Horfemen holding lands

by ferving in the wars, are the ftrength of the

Turkifli government 5 and thefe, as Heylin affirms,

are in all accounted between feven and ei^ht hun-

dred thoufand fighting men : fome fay that they

are



[ 289 ]

ihofe thatfat upon the horfes had hreajl-

plates offirey and ofjacinB^ and hrmfione.

**The colour of fire is red, of hyacinth,

or jacind, blue, and of briinftone yel-

low : and this, as Daubuz oblerves, hath
a literal accompliflimcnt ; for the Otli-

mans, from the firft time of their ap-
pearance, have affeded to wear fuch war-
like apparel of fcarlet, blue, and yellow.

Of the Spahis particularly, fome have
red, and fome have yellow ftandards,

and others red or yellow, mixed with
other colours. In appearance too tht

heads of their horfes were as the heads

of lions, to denote their ftrength, cou-
rage, and fiercenefs.

"Hhe fire, fmoke, and hrimflone, which
are reprefented as ipSng out of the mouths

of the ^horfes, immediately fuggefl; the

are a million; and befides thefe, there are Spahis
and other horfemen in the Emperor's pay." New-
ton, vol. iii. p. 121.

» Newton, vol. iii. p, 121.

VOL. II, o_ idea
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idea of gunpowder, which was not in-

vented till this trumpet founded another

woe to " the third part of men." The
Turks not only ufed fire-arms in their

miHtary expeditions, but fuch cannon

as were of a mofh enormous fize. To
this fa6t the hiftorian bears ample tefti-

mony in the following paflages. " ' A-
mong the implements of deftrudlion

Mahomet II. fludied with pecuUar care,

the recent and tremendous difcovery of

the Latins : [in the fifteenth century]

and his artillery fiirpajjed zvhatever had yet

appeared in the world.—A foundery was

eftabliflied at Adrian ople -, the metal

was prepared ; and at the end of three

months, Urban (the cannon-founder)

produced a piece of brafs ordnance of

flupendous and almofi: incredible mag-

nitude. A meafure of twelve palms is- af-

figned to the bore ; and the ftone bullet

weighed above fix hundred pounds."....

i Gibbon, c. 68..

And
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And again In the fame chapter, " The
great cannon of Mahomet has been fe-

parately noticed, an important and vijiblc

obje5i in the hijiory of the times: but that

enormous engine was flanked by two

fellows almoft of equal magnitude : the

long order of Turkifli artillery was point-

ed againft the walls ; fourteen batteries

thundered at once on the mod accefliblc

places ; and at one of thefe it is ambi-

guoufly exprefled, that it was mounted

with one hundred and thirty guns, or

that it d)fcharo;ed one hundred and

thirty bullets.'* With fuch engines was

Conftantinople, the capital of the world,

overthrown : and thus was realized the

f}'mbol of one third of men being killed by

the fire ^ fmoke^ and brimfione proceeding out

of their mouths. Mahomet II. took the

illhmus of Peloponnefus, and fpread a

general confternation throughout Greece.-

Two hundred and lixty towns in Chrif-'

tendom yielded to the power of liis

arms \ and for his great fuccefs in war,

2 \i-
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b^^ wjifes principally indebted to the my-

riads that compofed his cavalry, and the

number and enormous fize of his can-r

non\

^ The laft particular noticed by St,

John in his defcription of the Ottomans,

is, that, like the locufls, with their tails

they do hurt. For their pozver is in their

mouths^ and in their tails : for their tails

were like unto ferpentSy and had heads ^ and

with them they do hurt. That under the

Turkifh empire, the falfe dddlrine of

Mahomet has been fpread with no leis

zeal than under the Saracens, is too well

known to need the teftimony of hiflory

:

* There is in the arfenal of Conftantinople the

breech of a cannon which was melted in a fire a

century ago, of a moft enormous fize (I am forry I

have not the meafure of it) j but thofe of the Dar-

danelles are diminutive in comparifon to it. It

was one of thofe ufed at the fiege of Conftantinople.

Etons Survey of the Turkijh Evifire, p. 95,
• ^hitaker, p. 153.,

yet.
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yet, to fliow tliat our Hiilorian conti-

nues to bear witnefs to this Prophecy,

We tranfcribe a palTIage, which may be

confidered as containing a reafon for the

power of their mouths, and their tails

to hurt being fo clofely conjoined in

the text : fince it fliows that conqueft

was the means of propagating the faith.

** To propagate the true religion was

the duty of a faithful Muffuh-nan : the

unbeHcvers were his (the Sultan Amu-
rath IFs) enemies, and thofe of the Pro-

phet ; and in the hands of the Turks,

the fcymeter was the only inftrument of

converfron.*' Wherever they have car-

ried their arms, they have left the poi-

fon of their doflrines.

As the Eaflern Chriflians, who had

been enlightened by the carlieft rays of

the 'Gofpel, were the fir.l: in the com-

miffion of otfences, fo were they the firft

that felt the weight of divine punifli-

ment. Of this we have memorable ex-

o 3 amples
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churches of Aha, to which St. John in

the beginning of the Revelation ad-

drefled his admonitions, and his condi-

tional promifes and threats. The infidel

Hiftorian, fo often quoted, gives a me-

lancholy pidiure of their prefent flate ;

yet the force of truth draws from his re-

ludant pen a fhriking conformity be-

tween fa(51; and prediction. Is not the

afy of Philadelphia in AJia marked out

by the Prophecy as the peculiar objecft of

the divine commendation and favour, in

confequence of its fuperior firmnefs and

perfeverance in the faith? and has not

that city, even according to the defcription

of the Hijiorian himfelf been diftinguifhed

by the fame perfeverance, and remained

independent^ and even triumphant^ when

ail the other cities have been either de-

Jlroyed, or overpowered by the Turks .''

*' "" And to the angel of the church in

*" Rev. iii. 7, 8, 9, 10, i j, is, 13.

Phi-
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Philadelphia write, thefe things faith he

that is holy, he that is true, he that

hath the key of David, he that openeth

and no man Ihutteth, and fliutteth and

no man openeth. / know thy works-, be-

hold I have Jet before thee an open door,

and no man can Jlmt it ; for thou haft a

little flrength^ and haft kept my word, and

haji not denied my name. Behold I will

make them of thefynagogue of Satan, behold

I will make them to come and zvorfjip be-

fore thy feet, and to know that I have

loved thee. Becaufe thou hafl kept the

word of my patience, I alfo zvill keep thee

from the hour of temptation, which Jhall

come upon all the world, to try them that

dzvell upon the earth. Behold, I come

quickly : hold that faft zvhich thou hafl,

that no man take thy crown. Him that

overcometh, will I make a pillar in the

temple of my God, and he ill all go no

more out;. and I will write upon him

the name of my God, and the nime of

the city of my God, which is the New
o 4 Jcru-
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Jerufalem. He that hath an car, let

him hear what the Spirit faith unto the

churches."

""In the year 13 12, the captivity or

ruin of the /even churches of Afia was

confummated -, and the barbarous lords

of Ionia and Lydia ilill trample on the

monuments of claflic and Chriffcian an-

tiquity. In the lofs of Ephefus, the

Chriftians deplored the fall of the firft

angel, the extin(5i:ion of the firft candle*

flick of the Revelations : the ckfolation

is complete ; and the temple of Diana,

or the church of Mary, will equally

elude the fearch of the curious traveller.

The Circus and three (lately theatres of

Laodicea are now peopled with wolves

and foxes ; Sardis is reduced to a mi-

ferable village ; the God of Mahomet,
without a rival or a fon, is invoked in

the mofchs of Thyatira and Pergamus

;

" Gibbon, vol. vi, p. 314.

/ and
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and the populoufncfs of Smyrna is fup**

ported by the foreign trade of the Franks

and Armenians. Phiiadelphm alone hns

been Javed by Prophecy^ or courage. At a

diftance from the fea, forgotten by the

emperors, encompajjed on all Jides by the

Turks ^ her valiant citizens defended their

religion and freedom above fourfcore years ;

and at length capitulated with the prondeft

of the Ottomans, Among the Greek co-

lonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia

is fiill ereEi ; a column in a fcene of ruins ;

a pleafmg example^ that the paths of honour

andfafety may fometimes be thefame

^

But though the Greek or Eaftern

Roman Empire, and the Eaftern church-

es, with this fingle exception, were thus

fignally overthrown, yet the reji of men

who ivere not killed by thefe plaguesy re*

pented not of the works of their hands ^ that

they fljOldd not worfhip devils °, and idols of

• Mahuzzim, ^a»j!>covia, Jemons, or mediating

gods, faints, and angels.

O 5 jrpld
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gold and Jilver, and brafs and Jlone^ and

woody which can neither fee, nor hear^ nor

walk ; neither repented they of their mur-

dersy nor of their forceriesy nor of their for-

nications , nor of their thefts. The Latin

or Weftern churches, which had fuffered

but little from thefe plagues, perfifled in

the worfhip of faints and images, in

their perfecutions and inquifitions, pre-

tei>ded miracles, and revelations, in for-

nication and every fpecies of profligacy,

in exactions, impofitions, and frauds.

But hiftory has recorded their predicted

punifhment connedted with the increafe

and decline of the Papal power—a fub-

je<5l fhortly ftated in the preceding-

Chapter. The Greek or Eaftern church-

aes continuing funk in fuperftition, ido-

latry, and wickednefs, have, with little

exception, been more vifibly opprefled

by the yoke of Mahometan defpotifm.

<We have feen the exadlnefs with which

liiftory has verified the prophetic defcrip-

tion
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tion of this deftroyer, and traced its rife

and progrefs to the meridian of its pow-

er. The various and extraordinary marks

of dechne, fmce the period afligned by

Prophecy for the height of its elevation,

will appear equally ilriking, from a (hort

account of the later hiflory, and of the

prelent flate, of the Turkifh Empire, for

which the Reader is principally in-

debted to a recent publication, of great

value on account of the illuftrations it

fupplies to many parts of this Prophecy''.

Since the conquefh of Crete and Ca-

P The Survey of the Turkifh Empire, by Mr.

Eton, many years refident in Turkey, i 798. This

work is written with fmgular energy, and reflecfts

the higheft credit on its author ; not only on ac-

count of the ftrono^, accurate, and clear views which

he gives of the manners and cuftoms of a dege-

nerate' and cruel people ; but for the application of

much political- and commercial knowledge to the

arrangement of fuch plans as may promote the in-

terefts of his own countrj^.

o 6 menicc
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meniec in the year 1672, the fword of

Apoilyott^ a term applicable to every

Turkifli Sultan as well as to Mahomet,

has not been permitted to fubjedl any

other Chriftian flate. The Turks *i have

met with many lofles fince that memo-
rable period, and have fliown evident

ligns of the decay of their empire, if not

of its approaching diflblution. Muftapha

II. endeavoured to revive the military

ardour of his fubjedls, by taking the

field in perfon againflthe Germans; but

he was defeated in 1699, by the great

Eugene; and the peace of Carlowitz

gave to the Emperor the whole province

of Tranfylvania. The inordinate am*

bition of Achmet III. gained him fome

advantage over the Ruffians ; but he

was reduced, by repeated defeats, to the

neceffity of concluding a difgraceful

peace with the Venetians, and other

Chriftian powers. His war with Kouli

^ Eton; c. V, p. 1 2p.

Kha%
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Klian, the Perfian Ufurpef, pmved
equally unfuccefsful, and terminated in

the lofs of his crown, as he was depofed

by Mahomet V. in 1730. This prince

engaged in a war againft the Ruffians

and Germans ; but the former advanced

againft him with fo much rapidity, as to

threaten his capital, and he was there*

fore compelled to conclude a hafly

peace. In the year 1 769, Muftapha III.

burning with revenge againft the Ruf-

fians, roufed the numerous and favage

hordes of Tartars to carry fire and fword

into their territories. This was the com-
mencement of a moft bloody war, which

was diftinguifhed by the exploits of

Prince Gallitzin. He repeatedly attacked

the Turkifh armies at Choczim, and

gained ieveral victories over them ;. and

his career of martial fame was followed

by his fuccelfor in command. General

Romanzoff, who overran Moldavia and

Walachia, and received the oaths of al-

legiance readily offered by their inhabi-

tants.



C 302 ]

tants. Soon after a fleet of Ruffians was

fent into the Mediterranean, the Turk-

ifli Empire was attacked on both fides,

and the inhabitants of the Morea, the

oppreffed defendants of the antient

Greeks, eager to throw off the yoke of

Mahometan defpotifm, flew to arms on

the approach of the Ruj[iians, their

Chriftian ahies. The naval vidtory of

Tchefme, a harbour on the coaft of

Natolia, added to other fucceffes of the

Ruffians, compelled the Porte to con-

clude a diflionourable peace. This blow

was effectually followed up by the fuc-

ceeding war, which was terminated in

the year 1 790, in a manner flill more fa-

vourable to Ruffian The martial fpirit

of

' " It is fcarcely to be doubted that another

war, conduced upon fimilar principles, miift totally

extinguifli the Turkifh power in Europe—an event

defirable to moft Chriftian nations, and particularly

to Great Britain. The Ruffian fleet at Sebaftopolis

in the Black Sea is now ftrong enough to riflt the

lofs
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of the Turks', which was formerly ani-

mated by religious fanaticifm, has been

long in a ftate of decline, and the mem-
bers, which compofe the vafl body of

their empire,, are feeble and diilinited.

In 1774, with its utmoft efforts,

lofs of half its numbers In an attack on Conftanti-

nople, and the remainder alone might be more

than a match for the Sultan's navy." In the laft

war the grand Jieet of the Turks confifted of only

feventeen or eighteen fhips of the line, and they

have not now near fo many. Eton, p. 81, 193.

^ " The inftitution of the Janizaries [by Amu-
rath I.] gave at that time a decifive fuperlorlty to

the Turkilh arms, as they prefented a fyftem of

dilclpline, and a permanency of organization, till

then unknown in Europe. Thele haughty and ce-

lebrated legions were long the terror of furrounding

nations, and continued to be looked upon as for-

midable, until the middle of the feventeenth century.

At that time the Turkifh power ceafed to aggran-

dife itfelf^ it made a paufc in its conqiicjlsy a panje

prophetic ofthat downfal to<ward which it hasJi?icefo

rapidly verged, and which leems now to threaten a

fpeedy approach. The fteps which led to this de-

gradation are eafily difcernible." Eton, p. 62.

the
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the Turkidi empire could only bHng

142,000 men into the field ^5 and thefe

numbers, refembling a mob aflembled,

rather than an army levied, were foon

leflened by defertion. In 1773, when

the Porte Tent 60,000 Janizaries towards

Trebizonde, to be embarked for the

Crimea, all but 10,000 difperfed them-*

felves on their route ^. " Their cavalry

(which is the only part of their army

that deferves the name of regular forces)

is as much afraid of their own foot, as of

the enemy ; for in a defeat fhey fire at

them to get their horfes, in order to

efcape quicker." Their force lies in their

attack, but for that they mufl be pre^

pared; taken unawares, the fmalleft

number puts them to flight : and when

their fudden fury of attack is abated,

which is at the leaft obllinate refiflance,

« Eton, p. 67.

** " The hordes of Tartars, which formerly af^

fifted the regular troops, are now principally under

the dominion of Ruffia."

they
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they are felzed with a panic, and have

no rallying as formerly."

** Cading our view '^ over the paflialiks,

or governments moil immediately con-

nected with the feat of empire, we Ihall

find them diftraded, diforganized, and

fcarcely yielding more than a nominal

obedience to the Sultan : fuch are the

palhaliks of Afia Minor and Syria. With
regard to the more diflant provinces,

they may be confidered connedled with

the Porte rather by treaty than as inte-

gral parts of the empire. In this light I

view Moldavia and Walachia in the

north, and Egypt in the fouth. Thefe

unfortunate countries (unfortunate in

their political regulation, however blefled

by the bounty of nature) fuffer, though

in different degrees, from the haipy

touch of'Turkifh defpotifm." The Sul-

tan is the nominal fovereign of Bagd d

;

but the Patha has the real power in his

* Eton, p. 287.

own
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own hands. " ^In Armenia Major, and

all the neighbouring countries, there

are whole nations or tribes of inde^

pendent people, who do not even ac-

knowledge the Porte, or any of its pa-

fhas. The three Arabias do not acknow-

ledge the fovereignty of the Sultan, who

only poffefles in thefe countries a few

unimportant towns."

The Pafhas of Ahifka, of Trebizonde,

and Acri, often fet the Porte at de-

fiance. Near Smyrna the great Agas, or

independent chiefs, maintain armies, and

often lay that city under contribution.

All the inhabitants from Smyrna to Pa-

leftine are independent, under different

lords, and of different religions, and are

confidered by the Porte as enemies. In

Syria the Sultan^ virtually poffeffes the

ports of Latachia (Laodicea), Alexan-

y Eton, p. 289. * Eton, p. 292.

dretta
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dretta (or Scanderon), the port of Alep-

po, Tripoli, Sidon, Jaffa, and a few in-

fignificant. places: but the country be-

longs to the Curds; and the caravans

from Scanderon to Aleppo are obliged

to go round by Antioch, as they will

not fuffer the Turks to pafs through it.

In Europe the Morea, Albania, Epirus,

and Scutari, are more or lefs in a (late

of rebellion. Bofnea, Croatia, &c. obey

the Porte only as long as it fuits them

to defend themfelves againft its enemies,

in the war with Germany. *' Lately

we have feen all European Turkey in

arms againft the Porte ; Adrianople in

imminent danger, and even Conftanti-

nople itfelf trembling for its fafety."

The advances of Pafwan Oglou become

every day more formidable ; but the fatal

blow will perhaps be ftruck by a pow-

er fhe 'leaft fufpefted by the deluded

Mahometans. ' And when we confider

the aftonifliing decreafe in p'^pulation

throughout
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throtrgliout the Empire % and the faihire

of every attempt to revive the antient

military fpirit of the people% fmce the

period

* The ntimber of inhabitants in Conftantlnople

is eftimated by Mr, Eton at lefs than 300,0005

and he luppofes the population of the empire to

hold t"he fafne proportion with the common calcu-

l^troti. After forme thqrcitj Into the canles of this

aftotnithing decreafe, he adds, " It is therefore rea-

f€»nable to conclude, that depopulation could not

formerly have made fo rapid a progrefs as at pre-

fent, and that in a century more, things remain-

ing in their prefent (ituation, the Turkifh empire

will be nearly extinfl:. It is worthy of remark,

tbat the Curds in the mountaitis, and other inde-

pendant tribes who do not mix with the Turks, are

exempt from the mortality occafioned by all the

calamities, which affli6l the covmtries more im-

mediately fubje6t to the Porte.'* Eton, p. 270, Sec.

* Many attempts have been made within the

laft century, principally by French officers^ to te*

itew the antient military fpirit of the Turks, and

to i*iftru6l them in European taftics. Gazi Haf-

fan, the celebrated 1 alha, tried, with unlimited

power for nineteen years, to infpire his own fpirit

into
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period allotted for the decline of its

power -y fuch a combination of circum-

(lances not only judifies the expedation
of its fall, upon every principle founded
on human experience, but holds out a

nioft llriking example of the accuracy of

Prophecy, for the contemplation of the

prelent age. The teftimony of this un-
biaffed writer is too valuable to be ea-

fily abandoned ; and I am much de-

ceived, if the Reader will not fee ample
confirmation of the fyftem, refpcding

the three great form.s of Antichrift, which
the Introuudlory Chapter offered to his

conilderation, in the following fketch of

the nature and cifecls of the Mahometan
fcourge of the Eq/l—more elpecially if

he will compare the defcription of this

into the tiw)p6; but he found all his efforts" inef-

feftual. ^The prefent Sultan, Sclim, has attempted

to aboLifh the Janizaries, and introduce the Euro-

pean difcipline into the army gradually, by inrti-

tuting a new corps trained to the mu/ket and bay-

onet J but this attempt is not likely to fucceed to

any extent. Eton, chap. iii.

power.
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power, with that which has tyrannized

over the IVeft^ for the fame purpofes of

trial and punifhment, and with the ani-

mated pidlure of Jacobinifm in this Au-

thor's Addrefs to the Emperor of Ruf-

fia, which I fhall beg leave to fubjoin in

a note, though it more properly belongs

to the fubjed of the following Chapter^

"No

*= " You are called on, Sire, to crulh with the

irrefiftible weight of your armies the enemies of

religion, morality, and focial order. Peace with

them will be more dangerous than war. Their

do6trines will have freer courfe 5 and their doc-

trines have done more than their armies. They

have fubverted the order, and confounded even the

names of things. Virtues have the appellations of

vices, and vices the appellations of virtues. Can

RulTia, in ail its extended provinces, when every

foreign contaft will be poifon -, when every breath,

except from .the frozen ocean, will be full of mi-

afma, efcape the contagion ? None will efcape but

the elder brethren of jacobinifm, the Turks, whofe

" equally monftrous, though lefs dangerous tyranny,

has for fo many centuries inlulted mankind, trod-

den under foot the laws, of nations, and blafphemed

Chrif-



[ 3" ]

" No defpotifm was ever more pro-

foundly politic than that, which wield-

ing

Chriftianity
; who, unprovoked, attacked,conquered,

and llaughtered nations without number, murdered
their Ibvereigns, and f]nlt every drop of royal

blood, malfacred their priefts at the altar, extirpated

nobility, plundered the opulent, and bound the

wretched remains of the people in fetters of perpe-
tual and hereditary flavery. They alone, till the
reign of Jacobiuilm ha'i made property a crime,
the violation of property a legal refource of go-
vernment, and the lives and poireilions of men the

right of tyranny : they alone had hitherto con-
founded the hereditary ranks among mankind

;

had depreifed genius, learning, and the Chriftian
religion, and governed their barbarous empire by
Haves and analiins. Like the Jacobins, they taught
ChrilHan children to tight againft their fathers,

and their fathers' God j they too hold it lawful to

murder priloners in cold bloody they too pojfefs a
claim to every country ip ihe univerle, and a lacred
right to fubje-a all people to their laws ; they too
hold all other fovaieign^ as ufuipers, and dethron-.
ing them as the hlghell merit. But (till the Turks
have a religion, and though it i^ermits them.num-
b.;rlefs enormities to their own fed, and all enor-

mities
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ing at once the temporal aad fplritual

fword, converted fanaticifm itfelf into an

inftrument of fovereignty, and united in

one perfon the voice and the arm of the

Divinity. In Turkey the judicial and

facerdotal chara<5\;ers are the fame. The
chief engine of this hierarchy is Xkitfetva

of the Mufti^ a fort of manifefto, which,

like the bulls cf the Roman Pontiffs orl-

ginating in ecclefiaflical power, has been

applied to the moft important poHtical

purpofes. In other countries particular

reigns, or epochas, have Been marked

with actions difgraceful to the human
Ipecies ; but here is a fvftem of wickednefs

mities to others, they acknowledge a God, and

many moral duties. Not the contagion of their

doftrines was to be feared, but their cruel Iword,

which once threatened the conqueft of the uniycrfe,

and the extin6lion of all virtue, dignity, and fci-

€nce in the world: yet. was not this firft monfter

io tremendous, in the infolence of his power, as an

enemy, as is this fecond monfter, in the infolence

of his fuccefles, as a brother." Eton, p. 457.

and
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and abomination, transferred from the

origin of the nation to its pofterity to

this very day, confirmed by their reli-

gion, and approved by thofe who call

themfelves the Priefts of God^V

** ^ It is fcarcely credible, how far the

littlenefs of pride is carried by the

Porte, in all their tranfadtions with the

Chriftian Princes. To lupport their

faith, and to extend their empire, are

the only law of nations which they ac-

knowledge. Their treaties amount only

to a temporary remiiTion of that impla-

cable enmity, with which their religion

infpires them againft every thing not

Mahometan. They confider the mofl

folemn treaties in the light of a truce

y

which they are at liberty to break,

whenever they can more effedlually lerve

the caufe of Mahomet. In this they

•* Eton, p. 20, 2 1. « Eton, p. io6.

VOL. II. p are
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are much afllfted by the nature of th.-

Arabic language, which they mix with

the Turkiih in their pubHc a6ls, and

which, by the various appHcation of its

terms, Hteral and metaphorical, enables

them to give whatever interpretation

they pleafe to the contrav^l. When they

have conquered, they put to death all

ages, rank, and fex, except fuch as they

make flaves, who are ammally obliged to

ranfom their lives. It has frequently

been debated at the Porte, to cut off all

the Chriftians in the empire, who will

not embrace Mahometanifm -, but ava-

rice has in this inftance triumphed over

cruelty. Every fpecies of mifery and

humiliation attends the Chriftians, who
remain firm to their religion, and every

honour and advantage is held out to

thofe who abandon it."

** ^ The effeds produced by this mon-

^ Eton, Preface, p. 5.

ftrous
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ftrous government in the provinces arc

fhockincT to behold. We leek in vain

for a population fufficicnt to compofe

thofe numerous kingdoms and dates,

which flourilhed when the Turks u-

furped their dominion : we find the

country literally a delert; we find vafh

villages uninhabited, and of many hun-

dreds no traces remain. The empire in

its llourifliing (late was a vafl camp.

" The Fleet goes annually to collecfl

the tribute from Greece and the iflands

in the Archipelago. It is then that the

miferable Greeks^ moft feel the weight

s Mr. Eton affirms that the character of the

Greeks is much fuperior to what it is ufually re-

prefented by French writers, in knowledge, ability,

fpirit, and manly courage. They bear the Turkilh

yoke with great impatience, and have long been

anxious for aififtance to enable them to ftrike it off.

See his account of their negotiations with the late

Emprefs ©f Ruflia, chap. ix.

of
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of the iron fceptre that governs them,

and all the infults and oppreffion of the

vile fatraps of the Tyrant. When a fhip

of the fleet arrives in a port, all the

people who can^ ^y to the mountains, or

into the country. Others fhut them-

felves up in their houfes, without daring

to ftir out. Every one in the roads and

even in the ftreets are plundered by the

foldiers and failors of the fhips; and if

they are not cut, and wounded with a

piftol ball, they efteem themfelves happy.

The captains and officers^raife contribu-

tions for themfelves, and thus the poor

Greeks pay another tax to the fleet,

which is heavier to thofe on whom it

unhappily falls, than that paid to the

Sultan ; and they are generally prevent-

ed from complaining out of fear lefl the

next fliip fliould take revenge."

Such is the government, and fuch are

the complicated miferies, under which

the
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the Eaft has groaned for many centu-

ries ^
! The Jecond woe has been of long

duration ; but from the view we have

firft taken of the dedine and prefcnt

flate of the Ottoman empire, we are

furely authorized to conchide that it

now draws near its clofe. It will not

however terminate the allotted period of

afflidtion ; for when this woe fliall be

pad, "behold, a third woe cometh

quickly'—while the fixth trumpet conti-

nues to found.

In the fliort account already given of

the dechning power of the Papal Anti-

chrift, we have feen the effeds of fome

h When Omar, the Saracen Caliph, took Jeni-

falem by capitulation in A. D. 637, the Chrillians

were not allowed liberty of woriliip, but on the mod

levere and humiliating conditions. See Ockely,

Tococke, Sec. Omar built a mofque on the fite of

Solomon's Temple, which remains to this day,

walled round at fome diftance; and it is death for

either Jew or Chriftian to enter the enclofure.

of
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of thofe vials of wrath which were to be

JiicceJJively " poured out upon the men
who worfhip the beast and his image."

And the prefent ftate of Rome (fup-

pofed to be under the influence of the

fifth vial) may be confidered as a con-

firmation of the opinion long ago formed

by feveral of the mofl able Commen-
tators, that the fixth vial, which is to be

" poured out in the river Euphrates,"

or the dominion of the Mahometan An-

tichrift, would be contemporary with

the third woe. The following Chapter

will perhaps enable us to conjedure how
far the reign oithe image, made at the

fuggc'Jiion^ and acting by the power ^ of the

SECOND BEAST, appears to correfpond

with the THIRD WOE ; and how far it

feems probable that " the remainder of

wrath" will fall with peculiar violence

upon the votaries of the infidel an-

tichrist, or, in other words, "upon
.the worflnippers of the image."

END OF VOL. II.










